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BRBA Bench Bar Conference 2012

July 26 - 28
Perdido Beach Resort, Orange Beach, Ala.

RESERVATION INFORMATION
To make your hotel reservation, call 1-800-634-8001 or visit the hotel website at www.perdidobeachresort.com 

and enter group code 7714. If you call, identify that you want to be placed in the BRBA block. 
HOTEL RESERVATION DEADLINE:  JUNE 25, 2012.

CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS
FIRST-TIMER REGISTRATION PRICE IS $300

Registration begins Thursday, July 26 at 1 p.m. 
10.5 hours of CLE are being offered

CLE Seminars begin Thursday, July 26 at 1 p.m. at 3 p.m. 
CLE Seminars break at 12:15 p.m. Friday, July 27 to allow free time to spend with family and friends

CLE seminars from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. Saturday, July 28
Golf tournament on Saturday   •   Musical entertainment by The Bucktown All-Stars

SPONSORS
Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC   •   DeCuir, Clark & Adams LLP
Dr. Michael Goff / Louisiana Health & Injury Centers   •   Kean Miller   •   Lexis Nexis

McGlinchey Stafford   •   Quality Litigation Support, Inc.   •   USDC - Middle District Bench Bar Fund

ATTENDING JUDGES
Judge James J. Brady   •   Judge Brian A. Jackson   •   Judge Frank Polozola

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION RATES
First-timer registration rate is limited to the fi rst 20 who register by July 6, 2012.
Special rates available for those who register early! 

For more information, contact Ann K. Gregorie at 225-214-5563 or ann@brba.org.

BRBA Bench Bar Conference 2012

July 26 - 28
Perdido Beach Resort, Orange Beach, Ala.
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On the cover:  
This month’s cover photo features BRBF Mock Trial Committee 

members McKenzie Smith Ledet, Connell Archey, Lauren B. 

Reed (chairman), David Caldwell, Jason Cashio and Samantha 

R. Ackers. The Mock Trial Competition will take place March 2 

and 3, 2012, at the 19th Judicial District Courthouse.

The cover image was photographed at the U.S.S. Kidd Museum 

in front of the large American fl ag.

Cover photography by Pamela Labbe.
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AROUND THE BAR supports participation of the membership in its production. We encourage the submission of articles and letters to the 
editor. Articles should be less than 2,000 words, typed and single-spaced. A Microsoft Word fi le should be e-mailed as an attachment to: 
pamela@BRBA.org. 

For advertising information call Pamela Labbe at 225-214-5560. Display ads should be e-mailed as a high-resolution attachment as a 
.PDF, and classifi ed ads as text only. Publication of any advertisement shall not be considered an endorsement of the product or service 
involved. The editor reserves the right to reject any advertisement, article or letter. 

Copyright © by the Baton Rouge Bar Association. All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or part without permission is prohibited. To 
request permission or for more information, contact Pamela Labbe at 225-214-5560 or pamela@BRBA.org.

Pamela Labbe is the communications coordinator 
of the Baton Rouge Bar Association.

Vincent P. Fornias, an assistant editor of Around the Bar, is a solo 
practitioner whose practice focus is alternative dispute resolution.
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Gail S. Stephenson, an assistant editor of Around the Bar and 
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and an associate professor of law at the Southern University Law Center.
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letters

Serving Baton Rouge Since 1990
Locally Owned

225-751-4024
12944 Coursey Boulevard

Baton Rouge, LA

Affordable 
Quality

New & Used
Offi ce Furniture

Your offi ce can look

like a million dollars

with premium quality

furniture at savings

of 45% to 65% less 

than the standard 

retail cost.

COURSEY BLVD. AT STUMBERG LN.

OFFICE FURNITURE WORLD

MEETING ROOM 
FACILITIES AVAILABLE 

FOR DEPOSITIONS 
& MEDIATIONS

BRBA members can reserve conference 
rooms for $50 per day ($25 per half day). 

Non-members receive a rate of 
$250 per day ($125 per half day). 

To book and for more information, 
contact Meredith French:

225-344-4803

I appreciated Dena M. Sonbol and Rebecca H. Block’s 
article on forum selection clauses in the January [2012] 
issue. A few points might be expanded upon.

In Carnival Cruise Lines v. Shute, 499 U.S. 585, 
the Supreme Court held that the courts of the State of 
Washington are obliged to apply a forum-selection clause 
in favor of Florida. Granted, that was a case in admiralty, 
but the logic should remain the same.  

Forum selection clauses are reprehensible only where 
used by a seller of consumer goods or services to require 
a dissatisfi ed customer to sue in a distant state or country.  
The Fourth Circuit got it right in Calzavara v. Biehl & 
Co., 181 So.2d 809, when they refused to enforce a 
forum-selection clause in an adhesion contract of passage 
that required a Louisiana resident to fi le any suit on the 
contract in Italy. The court found the provision “palpably 
unreasonable.”

On the other hand, I once was employed by a law 
fi rm in London. I was assigned to work on a case where 
a Norwegian shipowner sent a huge oil tanker to a 
Singaporean shipyard to be stripped down to the hull and 
rebuilt as a pipe-laying vessel. The alleged breach involved 

an amount in excess of one billion dollars. The parties 
had agreed by arm’s-length contract that any disputes 
be resolved in England. This was reasonable: (a) the 
Norwegian shipowner didn’t want to risk being sued in 
Singapore; (b) the Singaporean shipyard likewise didn’t 
wish to risk suit in Norway; (c) both parties felt the courts 
of England to be among the fairest in the world; (d) there 
is a massive body of maritime case law in England going 
back several centuries; (e) in a city as large as London, 
there is no shortage of law fi rms with the expertise to 
handle such a case.

Had one of the parties been amenable to service in 
Louisiana, it would have been a travesty to apply CCP 
article 44 to allow suit in Louisiana. Particularly is this 
true where the contract was made outside of Louisiana.  
Article I, Section 10 of our federal constitution provides, 
“No state shall pass any Law impairing the Obligation of 
Contracts.”

Article 44 needs to be amended to allow forum-
selection clauses in non-adhesion contracts negotiated at 
arm’s length.  In the meantime, parties can always include 
in their contracts a clause specifying arbitration in a 

jurisdiction perceived to be fair, convenient 
and impartial. There’s not much the Third 
Circuit can do about that.

Sincerely,
Maurice R. Franks
Professor of Law
Southern University Law Center
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letter from 
the president
BY GAIL S. STEPHENSON

Capping personal 
technology use

Gail S. Stephenson

PHOTO BY PAMELA LABBE

I went to bed at 11 p.m., but I couldn’t sleep. I’d been playing telephone tag for four days 
on a BRBA matter, and the issue was whirling around in my head. Then I recalled some advice 
from a stress-management class I took years ago: When something keeps you awake, get up 
and take care of it. If you’re thinking about all you need to do the next day, write a to-do list. 
If you need to write something major, create an outline. And if it’s fairly simple, just do it and 

get it over with. 
So I went to my computer and carefully drafted an email, sending it 

just before midnight. I went to bed and fell asleep almost immediately. 
Early the next morning I checked my email, and there was the response, 
sent in the wee hours of the morning. Issue resolved – score one for 
technology!

But then I started thinking – what were we doing sending emails 
when we were supposed to be sleeping? This certainly wasn’t the fi rst 
time I’d sent a midnight email or received a response sent in the middle 
of the night. Was technology really making my life better?

When I practiced insurance defense, I took the stress-management 
class advice from time to time and dictated status reports in the middle 
of the night. So working at odd hours wasn’t something I could blame 
on technology. But in those days, once the dictation was fi nished, I 
went to bed. Too often today, after a midnight work-related email, I’m 
tempted to surf the Internet, read personal emails or play the online 
game to which I’m addicted, none of which is a sleep-inducing activity. 
I’m not the only one because I receive personal emails sent in the middle 
of the night, and plenty of people are always online playing my game. 
So we are allowing technology to steal the time we should be sleeping.

We are also allowing technology to steal the time we should be 
interacting socially with others. In restaurants I see groups of people who never once converse 
with each other because their heads are bent over their smartphones. Parents complain their 
children don’t speak to them anymore because they are so focused on their phones. And I 
know the time I spend playing my online game takes away from time I could spend with my 
husband.

All that technology use can also lead to health problems. In May 2011 the 
World Health Organization listed cell phones as a class 2b carcinogen. Studies 
have linked cell phone use with brain tumors and skin cancer of the ear. Doctors 
are now seeing cases of carpal tunnel syndrome and refl exor tendinitis from 
overuse of the computer mouse,“text neck” (neck sprain from bending over 
electronic gadgets) and “texter’s thumb”(tendon sprains from too much 
texting).

Maybe we should all work on capping our personal technology use and getting our 
brains a bit less wired. Spring is here, and the weather is gorgeous outside. Try taking a walk 
without the phone. Want to give up something more meaningful than candy for Lent? Vow 

to check your email only three times a day (or fi ve or whatever your system can handle 
without going into withdrawal). Turn off the phone when you go to lunch. Spend time 

talking to someone in person instead of in a game or via text. Put on your hat, go to 
the bar luncheon March 1 and interact with members of Martinet, BRAWA and the 
BRBA. You’ll be glad you did.
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march bar 
  luncheon Jacqueline Nash to speak 

at De La Ronde Hall

Please check all appropriate options below and fax this entire page to the BRBA, (225) 344-4805, by 4:30 p.m. Monday, Feb. 27, 2012.

Bar Roll No.__________________________

Name____________________________________________________ Firm __________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________________________ State ____________  Zip _______________________ 

Phone ___________________________________________________ Fax ___________________________________________

Email ___________________________________

LUNCH — YES, register me for the MARCH BAR LUNCHEON at DE LA RONDE taking place THURSDAY, March 1, 2012, at a cost of $20 per BRBA, BRAWA 
or Martinet member, or $30 per nonmember. Lunch will be served at 11:45 a.m. Reservations may be transferred, but not canceled, after 4:30 p.m. 
Monday, FEB. 27, 2012. “No shows” will be billed. 

If paying by credit card, please include the following:

Name on credit card_________________________________
Type of card: (circle one):  MC     VISA      AmExp     Discover
Card Number:______________________________________
Exp. Date: ___________________ Security code: _________  

❏

Please check applicable boxes:       ❏ BRBA member        ❏ BRAWA member      ❏ Martinet member         ❏ guest

The March Bar Luncheon will feature guest speaker Jackie 
Nash of Southern University Law Center at De La Ronde 
Hall Thursday, March 1, 2012, at 11:45 a.m. 

Each attendee of this combined monthly meeting and 
luncheon of the Baton Rouge Bar Association, Baton 
Rouge Association of Women Attorneys, and the Louis 
A. Martinet Legal Society is invited to wear a hat and to 
bring a checkbook for the “passing of the hat” for the 
Baton Rouge Bar Foundation’s capital campaign!

Jacqueline “Jackie” Nash, Clinical Professor for the 
Juvenile Law Clinic, received her B.A. from Southern 
University and her J.D. from the Southern University 
Law Center. Nash also serves as coach and adviser for 
the American Association for Justice Mock Trial team. 
Prior to joining the clinic staff full-time in February 1998, 
Nash was an adjunct professor with clinic during the fall 
semester of 1997. She is the owner and operator of Blessed 
Event Adoptions, a private adoption agency, specializing 
in the placement of minority children. From 1992 through 
1995, she was the Executive Director of the Louisiana Legal 
Consortium, Inc., a Legal Services Corporation training 
and support program. She was a supervising attorney for 
the Public Benefi ts Section and Elderly Protective Services of 

To register for this luncheon online 
and pay by credit card,

go to www.BRBA.org, 
select the EVENTS tab, then click on LIST 

and choose the appropriate event.

Capital Area Legal Services 
from 1989 to 1992. Nash 
also was Regional Attorney 
for the Offi ce of Community 
Services and an Assistant 
Parish Attorney for the City-
Parish government of Baton 
Rouge. Nash is a national 
motivational speaker and 
has been published in 
the fi elds of international 
human rights and access to 
justice.

Admittance to the bar 
luncheon is $20 per member (BRBA, BRAWA or Martinet), 
and $30 per non-member or guest. We accept payment 
in advance and at the door. All major credit cards are 
accepted. 

Three ways to register: (1) Register online at www.
BRBA.org and pay via credit card; (2) fax this form to 
225-344-4805 before 12 p.m. Monday, Feb. 27, 2012; or 
mail this form in with your check payable to the BRBA, 
P.O. Box 2241, Baton Rouge, LA 70821.

Jacqueline Nash
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tales from
  the bar side
BY VINCENT P. FORNIAS You’re fi red

Anyone with battle scars in our profession develops 
his own client warning radar, that internal alarm that, 
like the robot in the ancient “Lost in Space” TV series, 
blares out “Danger, Will Robinson!!!” about the prospect 
of an unsuccessful representation. The following is by no 
means an exhaustive list of certain telltale little signs that 
should prompt you to either usher him to the door – or 
call Security.  

• Carries more than two pens in 
shirt pocket or one laser pointer;

• Asks for cab fare home;
• Claims that no one has ever really 

treated him fairly;
• Brings all pertinent documents in 

laminated pages;
• Has an email address with 

“psycho” in the name;
• Declines a cup of your coffee on 

the basis that it makes him bray 
like a donkey;

• Claims that all of his prior lawyers 
did him wrong;

• Tells you that her name is Jane Q. 
Public;

• Comments that he is impressed by 
the wattage of the lamp bulbs in 
your reception area;

• Has one or more lawyers in her 
immediate family, but says she 
needs “someone smart” to handle 
this matter;

• Is wearing an ankle monitor;
• Uses the words “conspiracy” or 

“lunar commands” in discussing 
his case;

• Refuses to directly look 
you in the eye;

• Whines about Les Miles 
and Jarrett Lee;

• Insists that her cats need 
to hear your advice;

• Qualifi es under two 
or more criteria of the 
Diagnostics and Statistical 
Manual for an Axis II 
diagnosis of borderline 
personality disorder;

• States that money is not important in this case – 
it is a matter of principle;

• Cites Judge Judy for legal authority in his case;
• Asks to record your initial offi ce consultation; 
• Lastly, notes in passing that Around the Bar is 

his very favorite publication.
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FORMER SOCIAL SECURITY JUDGE 
PETER J. LEMOINE

Social Security Disability Law
No Fee or Costs Charged Unless Benefi ts Received

Offi ces in Alexandria, Baton Rouge, Cottonport

Adjunct Professor (1994-1997)
Northwestern State University

Published Articles:  “The Worn-Out Worker Rule Revisited,” 
“Signifi cant Work-Related Limitations of Function Under §12.05C,” 

“Questionable Retirement and the Small Business Owner”

Toll Free:  1-888-468-3741

yls report
BY JAMIE HURST WATTS

Many exciting events in store 
for young lawyers in 2012

On behalf of the Young Lawyers Section, I would 
like to thank everyone who participated in and planned 
the 2012 Opening of Court, Memorial and New Member 
Ceremony, and I encourage all BRBA members to 
attend the 2013 ceremony scheduled for Jan. 
30, 2013.   

The YLS is excited about the new 
50 Billable Hour Club. This program is 
focused on attorneys practicing for two 
years or less and who want to improve 
their skills in court. Participants attend 
Monday Rule Days from start to fi nish 
to watch attorneys argue various matters 
before fi ve participating 19th Judicial 
District Court judges. At the conclusion of the 
rules, the judges will meet with the participants to 
discuss the “do’s and do not’s” of appearing in court. If 
interested, please contact Susan Kelly at susan@brba.org.

Look for invitations to upcoming Sidebar Luncheons 
with local judges and Thirsty Thursday events. Also, mark 
your calendar for the YLS Summer Sizzlin’ CLE seminar 

scheduled to take place Friday, July 13. This 
four-hour seminar includes topics specifi cally 

focused to YLS members, including Law Offi ce 
Management, Professionalism and Ethics, 
along with a substantive legal topic.

In November, the YLS will host the 
annual Cocktails with the Court reception 
for new members, area judges and their law 
clerks. Also, the fi rst-ever 50 Billable Hour 

Club “graduates” will be recognized.
Finally, the Belly Up to the Bar and Holiday 

Star committees are great ways to get involved 
and meet other young lawyers. If you would like to 

participate, please email: susan@brba.org. We look forward 
to sharing these exciting events with YLS members.  
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PUBLIC LAW PRACTICE 
SECTION MEETING

Wednesday, March 28, 2012  •  12 - 1 p.m.

Livingston Building, 1885 N. Third Street
1st Floor Conference Room (Clermont Room)

SPEAKER:  Emalie Boyce, 
Assistant Attorney General

Registration deadline:  Friday, March 23

For more information, 

contact MEREDITH FRENCH at 
meredith@brba.org

or

225-344-4803

GAIL’S GRAMMAR

The words discreet and discrete both come from 
the Latin word discretus, but they have developed 
into completely different words. Discreet means 
prudent or modest; discrete means separate or 
distinct. One way to remember the difference is 
that the letter “t” separates the “e’s” in discrete.

EXAMPLES:
I can trust her with fi rm secrets as she is always 
discreet.

The issue was whether the plaintiff had one 
continuous injury or two discrete injuries.

Send suggestions for future Gail’s Grammar columns 
to Gail Stephenson at GStephenson@sulc.edu, 

or call Gail at 225.771.4900 x 216.
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message from 
  the chair
BY LAUREN B. REED

The importance of the annual
mock trial competition

The Baton Rouge Bar Foundation Region III Mock 
Trial Competition is upon us. Very soon about 100 high 
school students will take over the esteemed halls of the 
19th Judicial District Courthouse to demonstrate their 
command of a mock civil trial, Blake Hanes v. Morgan 
Smith. In hosting this annual competition, we give these 
students an opportunity to practice courtroom proceedings 
and decorum. They will exercise their skills as lawyers 
and witnesses, while you, members of the Baton Rouge 
Bar Association, have been invited to serve as judges and 
coaches. My committee could not put this event on without 
you, and I want to take this opportunity to thank all the 
people who have helped make this competition a success. 
Hosting the regional competition is a long-standing and 
important project to the Baton Rouge Bar Foundation, 
and I hope we continue to make it the success that it is 
today.  

Last year was my fi rst year as chair of the Mock Trial 

Committee, which coincided with the addition of several 
new parishes into our region, the brand new courthouse, 
and my not-yet-announced pregnancy with my fi rst child.  
It was a challenging, but undeniably rewarding, experience.  
My committee was amazing. With a record number of 
teams competing, we recruited heavily for judges, and 
our efforts were met with a terrifi c response from our bar 
membership. Almost every match had a full three-judge 
panel. Those of you who have served as judges can best 
attest to the impact you have on these students. Following 
each match the judges are provided the opportunity to 
give feedback on the students’ performance, and I’ve 
never seen high school students sit and listen so attentively 
to your comments and criticisms. Maybe some of these 
students will one day apply your advice when they become 
lawyers.  

For those participants we aren’t able to recruit into the 
legal community, they at least leave the competition with 

a better understanding of how a trial works 
and are better-informed citizens about our 
legal profession because of it. These students 
gain confi dence through this competition 
and a desire to participate in the process. 
Last year’s winning team from St. Paul’s 
School was invited to and fully participated 
in our April 7, 2011, bar luncheon by 
asking several challenging questions of the 
members of the panel discussion.  

Every year we actively recruit new 
schools. While I’m always delighted that 
our long-standing participant schools send 
teams each year, I’m especially thrilled 
when a new or long-absent school signs up. 
Each year, our bar membership continually 
steps up and delivers the high-quality 
competition our region’s schools have 
come to expect. This competition has an 
unmistakable impact on our youth as well as 
our membership. I know many of you look 
forward to either coaching or judging the 
competition every year, and on behalf of the 
BRBA, we are most grateful. We couldn’t do 
it without you. For those who have never 
taken the opportunity to judge, I invite you 
to do so. I know you’ll enjoy it. 
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My arrival at the LSU Law Center the semester its 
new legal clinics were dedicated was perfectly timed. 
Hearing clinic students speak highly of their experiences, 
I was determined to take advantage of an opportunity 
to practice law before graduation. The Family Law and 
Domestic Violence Clinic, offering the most courtroom 
appearances, provided my chance. 

A Family Law Clinic student’s primary duty is to 
represent petitioners for domestic violence protective 
orders. Three months of managing these expedited 
cases imparts much familiarity with four major stages 
of civil practice. The fi rst, interviewing clients, was 
consistently the most diffi cult for me. Interviews are 
largely formulaic: introductions, signing agreements to 
student representation, review of petitions and demands, 
discussions of allegations, legal advice. The diffi culty 
is striking an appropriate balance of humanity and 
professional detachment.

A student must be mindful that, if too emotionally 
attached, legal issues and essential formalities are easily 
forgotten, and clients come to think (very wrongly) that 
belief in their cases is enough to win everything they have 
asked for. One supervisor’s helpful reminder to live by 
is that a lawyer does not create a client’s problems and 
need not live with those problems. I came to learn that a 
lawyer must, in addition to exhibiting common courtesy, 
put clients at ease with suitably relaxed conversation, 
and speak directly about things clients do not want to 
hear. Personal interaction might come more naturally to 
some people, yet interviews conducted in law clinics are 
bound to assist any student, since practice is as useful for 
identifying personal strengths and weaknesses as it is for 
development.

Stage Two is variously an exercise in cooperation, 
patience or trial preparation, beginning with discussion 
either directly with an unrepresented defendant or with 
a defense attorney. Opposing counsel is always welcome, 
as time need not be wasted explaining legal concepts 
or procedure, as it must be when speaking with pro 
se defendants. Defense attorneys also better evaluate 
legal consequences of hearings or stipulations, propose 
reasonable resolutions (or at least things to think about) 
and frequently serve as models of advocacy and courtroom 
demeanor.

The numerous unrepresented defendants present more 

problems. A petitioner’s lawyer must ascertain fi rst whether 
a defendant wants a continuance to hire an attorney. If not, 
the petitioner’s demands are presented as possible bases 
for stipulation. If parties agree to the terms of a protective 
order, a stipulation is signed. When defendants contest 
allegations or demands, petitioners must be prepared for 
trial on short notice—absent a prohibitively full docket, a 
hearing will be held the same court day. Trial preparation 
forces quick and clear thinking. Client objectives, the facts 
of a case and legal standards must be rapidly reviewed and 
remembered. Fortunately, this leaves little time for worry.

Negotiations can be taxing, particularly when a single 
point of contention requires a lawyer to act as messenger 
while parties make offers and counter-offers, or when 
unrepresented defendants feign ignorance or try to extract 
legal advice. When negotiations fail and hearings are 
demanded, student attorneys must recall all prior training 
to construct a case in very limited time. However, whether 
a resolution is reached by agreement or court ruling, one 
enters the fi nal two stages, where the lawyer gets to take 
over.

Stage Three is preparing documents: orders, 
stipulations, motions and the like. (When cases are 
tried, much of the paperwork is done after Stage Four, 
the courtroom appearance). Pre-printed forms save 
much time, though the specifi cs of frequently included 
provisions for property exchange, orders for child custody 
and visitation, and support awards must be carefully 
drafted. The need for thoughtful word choice is made 
eminently clear if a judge questions language in an order. I 
quickly found it easiest to remember another bit of advice 
from a supervisor: “We need to make sure that what we 
write is enforceable.” Legal writing is taught nowhere 
as effectively as in a legal clinic, where wording must be 
precise, and where essential phrases must be remembered. 
Students’ work is not merely for a grade; it is to have the 
force of law.

Fourth and fi nally are court appearances, which were 
my most eagerly anticipated clinic tasks. It was reassuring 
to see that a decade-long personal goal of becoming an 
attorney could indeed be reached. After entering a ritual 
appearance on the record, there follows a magnifi cent 
feeling that “I am practicing law!” The pressure of the 
courtroom is useful, in that it heightens the workings 
of mind and memory, encouraging ideas and enabling 
fi tting responses to questions from the court or statements 
from the defense. Happily, lawyering in court is always 
rewarding, if for no other reason than that the entire mind 
is engaged at once.

Legal clinics offer law students oppo
Experience for a life of 

the law  BY BILL HUDSON

CONTINUE READING ON NEXT PAGE
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The real surprise in practicing is encountering the 
uncertainties in law. According to one supervisor, becoming 
comfortable with the existence of these uncertainties and 
working within them marks the development of a lawyer. 
It would indeed be diffi cult to more aptly describe legal 
practice.

It was a great discovery to fi nd practicing law very 
fun—the fun of problem solving, in resolving clients’ 
problems, and in improving one’s self by polishing 
communication and writing skills. It was my good fortune 
to enter the LSU Law Center as it took its fi rst steps in 
clinical instruction. I believe future clinic students will not 
be disappointed by what they learn about practice and 
about themselves.

ortunities to jumpstart their careers
Law clinic:  A path to a career  BY MELVIN “VIN” SHORTESS JR.

Fall 2006, the U.S. economic outlook promised 
continued and sustained growth, providing soon-to-be 
law school graduates with optimistic expectations. By Fall 
2007, the sound of the housing bubble bursting nationwide 
echoed above hard-earned bar results. Overnight, job 
postings and headhunters became interested only in 
candidates with three to fi ve years practical legal work. 
New attorneys now competed with seasoned practitioners 
for the few coveted jobs. How was a newly licensed 
lawyer’s résumé going to lead to even an interview, much 
less a job, in this highly-competitive job market?  

Experience… that’s how. 
How does a law student or recent graduate gain 

relevant experience prior to becoming licensed? Some 
clerk for fi rms or judges.  But internship openings can be 
as competitive as a job.  However, all law students have 
access to their school’s clinical education programs.

I was fortunate; under the authority of Louisiana 
Supreme Court rule XX, Southern University Law Center 
has a well established program with clinics ranging from 
criminal, family and mediation to taxation. 

As a second-year law student I started enrolling in 
taxation classes. My interest grew in the ever-dynamic 
facets of U.S. Tax Code. I also learned about the Low-
Income Taxpayer Clinic, formed to fi ll the need of 
competent representation for low-income individuals and 
families not otherwise able to afford representation. By 
third year, I was passionate about representing that clinic’s 
clients. 

The fi rst few weeks, we were exposed to the complex 
procedures of the IRS and the Louisiana Department 

of Revenue and taught how to navigate them. Once 
acclimated, we were assigned a case load of increasingly 
intricate matters – from rudimentary requests for an 
extension to fi le due to non-fi ling to matters such as what 
qualifi es for claiming non-traditional dependents, offers-
in-compromise, installment agreements, and utilizing 
the earned income tax credit. It was fascinating and 
rewarding!

I will always remember my fi rst legal victory. One 
of my assigned cases involved a divorced couple. My 
client, the former wife, had fi led a joint return containing, 
unbeknownst to her, an erroneous understatement of 
tax by her then-husband. The subsequent IRS audit 
uncovered unreported income, and the IRS imposed a 
wage garnishment, seriously affecting my client. I applied 
the innocent-spouse-relief doctrine and met with an IRS 
fi eld agent. In the end, I was able to have the IRS rescind 
the wage garnishment, relieving the innocent wife. 

Not only did this hands-on real-life legal experience 
provided by Southern University Law Center’s clinical 
education program help give me a competitive edge in the 
job market, it also showed me that our practice demands 
tremendous dedication to both the rule of law and the 
pursuit of my client’s best interests. I continued to pursue 
this passion by enrolling in Southern Methodist University, 
Dedman School of Law’s masters program. While earning 
my Taxation LL.M. in Dallas, I continued my involvement 
with school-sponsored clinics and provided legal 
representation via the Dallas Bar Association’s sponsored 
clinics. Again, these sponsored pro-bono programs  served 
as a natural bridge, providing much-needed legal services 
to less advantaged members of society and helping to 
ensure equal access to justice.

As the job market continued to contract in the “Great 
Recession,” my fellow graduates and I faced the challenges 
of an unprecedented, employer-driven job market.  
Fortunately for me I had a competitive advantage. The 
signifi cant attorney-client experience I obtained through 
the clinical education program was an invaluable asset. 
It provided practical exposure, networking opportunities 
and self-confi dence through successfully overcoming real-
life legal challenges. This in turn led to those coveted 
interviews and my eventual hire. I credit my continued 
success, in large part, to the decision to enroll in a clinical 
education program. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12
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Interview with Jack Dampf,
former pro tempore judge for EBR Parish Family Court   BY RANDI S. ELLIS
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VITAL STATISTICS
Full Name:  Jack Dampf

Age:  60
Born & Raised: in Baton Rouge, La.

Education: Baton Rouge High; B.A. from Tulane University; J.D. from LSU Paul M. Hebert Law Center
Wife: Married to Susan Marcus from Vicksburg, Miss.

Children: Paige (teacher); Paul (physician); and Patricia (CPA)

ATB:  You served as a Baton Rouge Family Court Judge 
Pro Tempore from Jan. 1, 2011, through May 2, 2011. 
How were you selected to fi ll this seat?

JD: I believe Judge Higginbotham, who was elected to 
the First Circuit Court of Appeal and whose place I took, 
submitted names of qualifi ed attorneys to Justice Kimball, 
as did bar leaders.  My name was submitted to the Supreme 
Court and I was asked.

ATB: How did the position you fi lled become vacant?

JD: Judge Toni Higginbotham was elected to the First 
Circuit Court of Appeal, and it left a vacancy in Division 
“C” of the Family Court of East Baton Rouge until an 
election could fi ll the position.

ATB: Were you able to continue practicing while you 
served on the bench?

JD: Yes and no. I could not appear in any court in which 
the Louisiana Supreme Court had jurisdiction, nor sign 
pleadings. I could meet with clients and handle some 
limited matters as I would be back in private practice at 
the end of my term.

ATB: How many years have you been practicing law?

JD: Since 1977.

ATB: Have you always had a 
domestic practice?
 
JD: I started out with D’Amico & 
Curet, which became D’Amico, 
Curet & Dampf. When I started, 
I did mostly criminal work 
with Mr. D’Amico and had a 
great time working with him. I 
had clerked in the D.A.’s offi ce 

in law school. My grandmother, who graduated from 
Newcomb/Tulane in 1924, had been in the East Baton 
Rouge D.A.’s offi ce and helped start up a family section 
as an investigator, as she was not an attorney. She knew 
a number of the older members of the bar when I was 
in law school. I started doing more general work, but no 
one wanted to handle divorces.  So as the newest attorney, 
they started having me handle them.

ATB: What percentage of your practice is family law?

JD: Over the years my family practice has grown. I have 
handled more than 1,000 family cases either by myself or 
with other attorneys in my fi rm. I believe my best work is 
in the fi eld of community property. Family law takes up 
about 70 percent of my time.

ATB: Tell us a typical day on the bench and in the offi ce?

JD: Court would start around 9 a.m. As a new judge with 
a short term, I wanted to try as many cases as possible. 
But some days I would be fi nished by 2 p.m., especially if 
a case settled. So I would go back to my offi ce and answer 
calls and handle paperwork. Rule days and nonsupport 
hearings might go to 5 or 6 p.m. The best part was that if 
you were late in the morning no one said anything to you, 
but, “Good Morning Judge.” 

ATB: What did you enjoy the 
most about being a judge?

JD: I really enjoyed presiding 
over trials and watching good 
lawyers destroy witnesses.

ATB: What was the hardest 
part?

JD: Having to put people in jail 
for nonsupport. Some people 
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were sentenced up to 90 days. I spent my legal career 
keeping people out of jail. It is not a pleasant experience 
putting them in jail. When I did it, they more than deserved 
it. There were a number of lawyers that weren’t prepared 
or didn’t know the law. That made it hard to get through 
a hearing without taking over the questioning of the 
witnesses. 

ATB: What is your most memorable experience?

JD: I was hearing a case on a protective order between 
two women who had been dating partners. They brought 
their new partners to court. One of the women’s mother’s 
had just fi nished testifying when she said something ugly 
to the petitioner as she left the stand. The petitioner’s new 
dating partner stood up and said she was going to fi ght the 
mother. After we cleared the courtroom and heard another 
20 minutes of testimony, the back door of the courtroom 
opens up with the entire group in handcuffs and leg 
chains. The group had moved into the street between City 
Court and the Centroplex [Baton Rouge River Center] 
and started a fi st fi ght. A group of City Constables had 
arrested them and wanted me to do something with them.  
I told them they caught them and they could keep them.

ATB: Did you have a law clerk? Staff?

JD: I had a full staff and they were great.  Jennifer Moisant, 
who now works for me, was my law clerk.  We also had 
Patrick Bella, who had worked for Juvenile Court. One 
of the best things to happen was that Sheila Jarreau, who 
had been the court reporter and minute clerk for over 30 
years, was supposed to retire. She agreed to stay until 
my term was over. They were a great help and a pleasant 
group to be around.

ATB: Did you interact with your fellow judges?

JD: Yes. All of the other Family Court judges and their 
staffs were extremely helpful and friendly. They also 
allowed me to borrow their staff if I needed anything. 
We would sometimes meet at the end of the day and talk 
about interesting issues.

ATB: Is there anything you took from the experience that 
helped you in your practice of law?

JD: No.
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ATB: What is your advice to 
family lawyers now that you have 
been on the other side?

JD: Preparation, preparation, 
preparation and have some case 
law or a memo for the judge 
to review. Have your client 
well dressed and polite. First 
impressions are important. 

ATB: Has your time on the bench 
changed the way you handle your 
cases?

JD: No.

ATB: How did this experience 
change you as a person?

JD: I have tried to be extra nice 
to people. Family Court is a high 
stress area. A little humor goes a 
long way. The new judge in Division “C,” Judge Charlene 
Day, sat in the courtroom with me before she took the 

bench for a few weeks. She has a 
great sense of humor and will make 
it a pleasant place to practice.

ATB: Did your experience persuade 
you to seek a full-time judicial 
position?

JD: I would have to give being a 
full-time judge a lot of thought. 
I would miss handling the legal 
things I do now.

ATB: Which was more stressful: 
private practice or serving on the 
bench?

JD: Private practice is a lot more 
stressful. If we did not have clients, 
the practice of law would be a lot 
more fun.

ATB: Would you serve again?

JD: I would love to serve again.

Jack Dampf
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bar news
BY PAMELA LABBE

Combined BRBA, BRAWA, Martinet Luncheon 
to take place March 1 at De La Ronde Hall

The BRBA, the Baton Rouge Association of Women 
Attorneys (BRAWA) and the Louis A. Martinet Legal 
Society will hold their annual joint luncheon Thursday, 
March 1, 2012, at De La Ronde Hall. The luncheon guest 
speaker will be Southern University Law Center Professor 
Jackie Nash. Everyone is invited to wear a hat to the 
March luncheon!

To register for the March bar luncheon, please go to 
www.BRBA.org, under EVENTS and select the March Bar 
Luncheon. BRBA members can register and pay online.

Mock Trial Competition to take place March 2 & 3

The BRBF Region III High School Mock Trial 
Competition is scheduled to take place March 2-3, 2012, 
at the 19th Judicial District Courthouse. Lauren Byrd Reed 
is the chair of the committee, and Tavares Walker is the 
vice chair. If anyone is interested in volunteering to help 
with the competition, please contact Lynn Haynes, staff 
liaison to the Mock Trial Committee, at 225-214-5564 or 
lynn@brba.org.

Bench Bar 2012 to take place July 26-28 

Make plans to attend the annual BRBA Bench Bar 
Conference, scheduled to take place at the Perdido Beach 
Resort in Orange Beach, Ala., July 26-28, 2012.

Musical entertainment at the conference will be 
provided by The Bucktown All-Stars, a nine-piece rhythm 
and blues band based in the New Orleans area. The 
group, which features a powerful four-piece horn section 
and was formed in May 1992, promises to be lots of fun! 
The chairman of the BRBA Bench Bar Conference 2012 is 
Patrick Broyles. This year’s conference is sure to be a kid-
friendly, last hurrah before the start of a new school year. 
For conference or sponsorship information, contact Ann 
K. Gregorie at 225-214-5563 or ann@brba.org.

Law Day event will take place April 27, 2012

The BRBF Law Day opening ceremony, to be held 
Friday, April 27, 2012, will provide entertainment and 
educational enrichment to more than 1,000 middle and 
high school students at the River Center Theatre. 

This year’s keynote speaker will be Lt. Gen. Russel L. 
Honoré (Ret.). Beau Brock is the chair of the 2012 Law Day 
Committee. Serving as vice chair is Jeffrey Wittenbrink.
Law Day poster, essay and video contests are being held 

Judge Melvin Shortess (Ret.) presided over the installation of offi  cers at 
the Jan. 12, 2012, BRBA January Bar Luncheon at De La Ronde Hall. Gail S. 
Stephenson was sworn in as president of the BRBA. Behind her, outgoing 
president Preston J. Castille Jr. and his wife, Marian Caillier-Castille, cheer on 
and congratulate Stephenson.
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Photographed above are members of the 2012 BRBA Board of Directors, 
including (standing, L to R) Robert “Bubby” Burns Jr., Kyle Ferachi, Darrel 
Papillion, Michael Walsh, Shelton Dennis Blunt; (seated, L to R) Jeanne 
Comeaux, Gail S. Stephenson, Amy C. Lambert and Preston J. Castille Jr.
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this year. Volunteers are needed to assist with the various 
Law Day events. To volunteer, contact Donna Buuck, staff 
liaison to the Law Day Committee, at 225-214-5556 or 
donna@brba.org.

Preston J. Castille Jr. presented David Abboud Thomas (right) with a 2011 
BRBA President’s Award for a successful Bench Bar Conference. Thomas 
chaired the 2011 event.
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Receiving the 2011 BRBA President’s Awards were Ken Mayeaux, Eric Miller, 
Jeff rey Wittenbrink and John Pierre. Photographed in the center is Preston 
J. Castille Jr., past president of the BRBA.

BRBF Easter Eggstravaganza Committee to hold 
Easter egg hunts for local schools in mid-March 

Easter egg hunts are being 
organized for several Baton 
Rouge schools by the BRBF Easter 
Eggstravaganza Committee, 
a subcommittee of the BRBA 
Volunteer Committee. Chair Erik 
Kjeldsen and his committee have 
been hard at work encouraging 
BRBA members to donate Easter 
eggs (prefi lled with wrapped 
candy) and pre-fi lled Easter 
baskets. Volunteers to assist with 
the hunts are needed as well as donations of 
the plastic eggs and pre-fi lled baskets. Contact Carole at 
225-214-5557 or carole@brba.org for more information.

Junior Partners Academy continues to positively 
infl uence local school children

The BRBA members and several SULC law students 
and professors visited Dalton Elementary School students 
Friday, Jan. 20, 2012. Lessons in mediation and arbitration 
were taught as enthusiastic students raised their hands.
Volunteers included Melanie Fields, Courtney Richardson, 
Gail Grover, Molly Balfour, Brittany Bass, Jamie Gurt, 
Wendy Shea, Emony Morris and Merrick Cosey. 

This program is held monthly and welcomes all 
volunteers. If you would like to make an impact in the 
lives of third and fourth graders, contact Donna Buuck 
at 225-214-5556 or donna@brba.org to fi nd out how 
your skills can be put to work in helping with the Junior 
Partners Academy.
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Gail Grover leads a class exercise at Dalton Elementary as part of presentation 
conducted by the Junior Partners Academy Friday, Jan. 20, 2012, while 
Courtney Richardson assists.

The BRBF Teen Court of Greater Baton Rouge program, along with the 
Department of Juvenile Services, hosted a joint discussion for a group of 
professionals from Latin America Friday, Feb. 3, 2012. Donna Buuck, Gail 
Grover, Erika Green and Samantha R. Ackers were present. The tour was titled 
"To Protect and Serve: Policing and the Community. A Regional Project for 
Latin America." The Baton Rouge Bar Association’s Middleton Bar Center was 
only one stop on a several-day tour (Feb. 1-5, 2012), which was sponsored 
by the Offi  ce of International Visitors, the Bureau of Educational and Cultural 
Aff airs and the U.S. Department of State. The tour was administered by the 
Mississippi Consortium for International Development.
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Volunteers participating in the Jan. 20, 2012, Junior Partners Academy 
classroom demonstrations stand in the hall of Dalton Elementary School. 
Photographed are (L to R) Melanie Fields, Courtney Richardson, Gail Grover, 
Molly Balfour, Brittany Bass, Jamie Gurt, Wendy Shea, Ebony Morris and 
Merrick Cosey.
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Past President Preston J. Castille Jr. stands with 2012 Family Law Section 
Offi  cers – Past Chair Laurie Marien, Secretary Melanie Walters Chatagnier, 
Chair Wendy Edwards and Chair-elect Thomas Hessburg.
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The Opening of Court, Memorial & New Member Ceremony was held 
Wednesday, Jan. 25, 2012, at the 19th Judicial District Courthouse. 
BRAWA President Jan Reeves and Martinet President Michael Tyler read 
remembrances of fallen BRBA members and introduced friends and family 
members of those who have passed away. In the photo above, Louis Curet 
(right) fondly remembers Philip K. Jones.
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YLS Chair Jamie Hurst Watts lights the ceremonial candle in honor of all new 
members of the BRBA.

Edward J. Walters Jr., Connell Archey and Vincent P. Fornias share stories in 
the courthouse hallway after the completion of the ceremony. Archey said 
the Pledge of Allegiance during the Opening of Court, Memorial & New 
Member Ceremony Wednesday, Jan. 25, 2012.
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Attendees of the Opening of Court, Memorial & New Member Ceremony 
included Judge Carl Guidry (Ret.) and Judge Edward Engolio (Ret.).

Photographed above (L to R) are BRBA Past President Preston J. Castille Jr., 
Judge Richard “Chip” Moore and BRAWA President Jan Reeves. Judge Moore 
presided over the Jan. 25, 2012, memorial ceremony.

Touching remembrances shared at Opening of 
Court, Memorial & New Member Ceremony held 
Jan. 25 at 19th Judicial District Courthouse

A courthouse full of judges and attorneys, along with 
the friends and family members of BRBA members who 
had passed away in 2011, gathered together at 8:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 25, 2012, to both remember and to look 
to the future at the Opening of Court, Memorial & New 
Member Ceremony. 

BRBA President Gail S. Stephenson gave a warm 
welcome to all. Judge Richard “Chip” Moore presided 
over the court and the many judges seated in the jury box. 
BRBA members who have practiced law for 70, 60, 55 
and 50 years were honored with certifi cates during the 
ceremony. 

BRAWA President Jan Reeves and Louis A. Martinet 
Legal Society President Michael Tyler read in memoriams 
and introduced individuals who gave heartfelt stories of 
those who had passed away in the last year.

YLS Chair Jamie Hurst Watts led the second part of the 
ceremony, which involved recognizing all new members of 
the BRBA, by relighting the ceremonial candle.

Special thanks to Electronic Discovery of Baton 
Rouge, who created the PowerPoint presentation that 
was shown during the ceremony. Committee members 
who were instrumental in planning the event were Hon. 
Anthony Marabella, Co-chair; Jamie Hurst Watts, Co-
chair; Edward J. Walters Jr., Co-chair;
Sebastian C. Ashton; Preston J. Castille Jr.; Lyla deBlieux; 
Ann K. Gregorie; Loren Shanklin; Gail S. Stephenson; 
and Victor J. Suane Jr. 
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foundation footnotes
PRO BONO PROJECT & TEEN COURT DECEMBER REPORTS

Teen Court of Greater Baton Rouge is funded by a grant from the 
Louisiana Offi ce of Juvenile Justice (formerly the Offi ce of Youth 
Development), a grant from the Louisiana Bar Foundation’s IOLTA 
program and from the Baton Rouge Bar Foundation. This project is 
also supported in part by Grant No. 2009-JF-FX-0059 awarded by the 
Offi ce of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, Offi ce of Justice 
Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. Points of view or opinions in this 
document are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the 
offi cial position or policies of the U.S. Department of Justice. 

TEEN COURT REPORT

The Pro Bono Project is fi nancially assisted by the Interest on Lawyers’ 
Trust Accounts (IOLTA) Program of the Louisiana Bar Foundation; 
Southeast Louisiana Legal Services; Family, District and City Court 
Filing Fees and the Baton Rouge Bar Foundation. 

PRO BONO PROJECT REPORT

TEEN COURT OF 
GREATER BATON ROUGE

needs attorneys to 
volunteer to assist with 

the program.
To fi nd out more, contact Donna Buuck 

at 225-214-5556 or donna@brba.org 
or R. Lynn Smith Haynes 

at 225-214-5564 or lynn@brba.org.

MEETING ROOM FACILITIES 
AVAILABLE FOR 

DEPOSITIONS & MEDIATIONS

For more information, 
contact Meredith French 

at the 
Baton Rouge Bar Association:

225-344-4803

We would like to thank all of our Pro Bono Project 
volunteers for their contributions during December. The 
Thirst for Justice solo practitioner volunteers 
were Terry L. Bonnie, Byron Kantrow, Allen 
Posey and Judge Melvin Shortess (Ret.).

Thirst for Justice volunteers practicing with 
fi rms were Jim Austin, Renee Crasto, Adams 
and Reese; and Mac Womack, Taylor, Porter, 
Brooks & Phillips, LLP. 

The Ask-A-Lawyer solo practitioner 
volunteering in December was Scott Gaspard. 
The Ask-A-Lawyer volunteer practicing with 
a fi rm was Todd Gaudin, Kuehne, Foote & 
Gaudin APLC.

The law student volunteering with Thirst for Justice 
and Ask-A-Lawyer was Shanita Pettaway, Southern 
University Law Center. 

The following volunteers accepted cases during the 
month of December: Jessica Chapman, Wren’nel Gibson, 
Vijay Venkataraman, J. David Andress, Grand Law Firm; 
Michael Ferachi, McGlinchey Stafford, PLLC. 

Ben McDonald interned with the Baton Rouge Bar 
Foundation throughout the month of December.

Weldon Hill, Jeff Wittenbrink, Lindsay Sanchez and 
Amanda Darby served as judges and jury monitors for 

the December hearing. If you are interested in 
volunteering, please contact Donna Buuck at 
225-214-5556 or donna@brba.org.

JUNIOR PARTNERS ACADEMY

Samantha R. Ackers, Steve Carleton, Linda 
Law Clark, Melanie Fields, Gail Grover and 
Jamie Gurt shared snacks and interacted with 
the third and fourth grade students during their 
holiday parties in December.
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Duty Court 
Schedule

19THJDC CIVIL COURT

Feb. 27-March 9 Judge Kelley
March 12-March 23 Judge Hernandez
march 26-April 6 Judge Clark

19TH JDC CRIMINAL COURT***

Feb. 24-March 2 Judge White
March 2-March 9 Judge Marabella
March 9-March 16 Judge Anderson
March 16-March 23 Judge Erwin
March 23-March 30 Judge Jackson
March 30-April 6 Judge Daniel

BATON ROUGE CITY COURT*

Feb. 27-March 4 Judge Alexander
March 5-March 11 Judge Ponder
March 12-March 18 Judge Davis
March 19-March 25 Judge Temple
March 26-April 1 Judge Wall

FAMILY COURT**

Feb. 27-March 2 Judge Woodruff-White
March 5-March 9 Judge Day
March 12-March 16 Judge Lassalle
March 19-March 23 Judge Baker
March 26-March 30 Judge Woodruff-White

JUVENILE COURT

March 1-March 31 Judge Taylor-Johnson 

NOTE:  Duty Court changes at 5 p.m. each Friday unless 
otherwise specifi ed.
*City Court’s Duty Court schedule changes each Monday at 
8 a.m.
**Family Court’s Duty Court schedule changes at 4 p.m. each 
Friday
***19th JDC Criminal Court changes each Friday at noon

Calendar of Events

*Unless otherwise noted, all meetings will 
be held at the Baton Rouge Bar offi ce.

For classifi ed or display ad rates, 
contact Pamela at (225) 214-5560 

or e-mail: pamela@BRBA.org

Classifi eds

March 2012

1  1  March Bar Luncheon, 11:45 a.m., 
 De La Ronde Hall;
 Thirst for Justice, St. Vincent de Paul, 
 3-5 p.m.
2  2  Mock Trial Competition, 19th JDC, 
 starts at 1:30 p.m.
3  3  Mock Trial Competition, 19th JDC
6  6  YLS Council meeting, 12 p.m.
7  7  Ask-A-Lawyer, 10 a.m., LOCATION 
 Law Day Committee meeting, 12 p.m.;
 Operations & Finance Committee 
 meeting, 3:30 p.m.;
 Executive Committee meeting, 4 p.m.;
 Thirst for Justice, St. Vincent de Paul, 
 3-5 p.m.
8  8  Volunteer Committee meeting, 12 p.m.;
 Thirst for Justice, St. Vincent de Paul, 
 3-5 p.m.
9 9 Family Law Section CLE Seminar, 
 Carrabbas Italian Grill
1212 Publications Committee meeting, 12 p.m.;
 Teen Court hearing, Juvenile Court, 6 p.m.
1414 Pro Bono Committee meeting, 12 p.m.;
 Thirst for Justice, St. Vincent de Paul, 
 3-5 p.m.;
 ABA Bar Leadership Institute, Chicago, Ill.
1515 Thirst, St. Vincent de Paul, 3-5 p.m.;
 ABA Bar Leadership Institute, Chicago, Ill.
1616 ABA Bar Leadership Institute, Chicago, Ill. 
1717 Ask-A-Lawyer, Eden Park Branch Library, 
 9:30-11:30 a.m.
1919 CLE Committee meeting, 12 p.m.
2020 BRBA Board of Directors meeting, 
 5:30 p.m.
2121 Ask-A-Lawyer, Catholic Charities, 
 9 -11:30 a.m.;
 Bench Bar Conference Committee 
 meeting, 12 p.m.
 Thirst, St. Vincent de Paul, 3-5 p.m.
2222 Thirst, St. Vincent de Paul, 3-5 p.m.
2626 Teen Court hearing, Juvenile Court, 
 6 p.m.;
 Easter Eggstravaganza Week / Easter  
 egg hunts held this week
2727 Law Expo Committee meeting, 12 p.m.
2828 Public Law Section Meeting, Clermont  
 Room, Livingston Building, 12 p.m.;
 Teen Court Committee meeting, 12 p.m.;
 Thirst, St. Vincent de Paul, 3-5 p.m.;
 Easter Eggstravaganza Week / Easter  
 egg hunts held this week
2929 Thirst, St. Vincent de Paul, 3-5 p.m.
3030 JPA, Dalton Elementary School, 8:30 a.m.

I D E A L  F O R  A  L AW  O F F I C E :
Office conveniently located off South 
Sherwood Forest near I-12. 750 to 1,500 sq. 
feet. High ceilings. Includes water, lawn and 
waste disposal. Newly painted. Up to two 
adjoining suites for $600 each. Rent one or 
both. Phone system in place and included. 
Call Greg at (225) 266-4130 to see.

OFFICE AVAILABLE FOR LEASE
Pr ime  Loca t i on  — 1500  Lobde l l
Avenue 1,100 sq ft, 4 offi ces, reception 
area and copy/supply room; lots of built 
in storage, cathedral ceilings, Mexican 
tile fl ooring. $1,550 / mo. Call Kristina at 
928-4193 for more information.

E X P E R I E N C E D  PA R A L E G A L .
Reasonable hourly rate. Will research and 
draft all legal pleadings, including appeal 
briefs, memorandums in support of and 
in opposition to motions and exceptions. 
Review case fi les with fresh eyes, summarize 
medicals, etc. No legal issue/assignment 
too complex, no job too small. Contact Ken 
at 225-665-0560 or tken711@att.net.

B E C O M E  I N V O L V E D 
&  M A K E  A  D I F F E R E N C E :
Join one of the BRBF’s youth education-
related committees and you can make 
a real difference in your community. 
The BRBF has several committees and 
projects to choose from, including helping 
with the Law Day Committee, Teen Court 
of Greater Baton Rouge or the Junior 
Partners Academy. For more information 
about our youth education-related projects, 
contact Donna Buuck at donna@brba.org 
or 225-214-5556.
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Family Law Section
CLE Seminar

March 9
at Cafe Americain

For more information, contact:

Robin Kay at 225-214-5561 
or robin@brba.org.
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9 Document Scanning & Coding
9 Electronic Endorsing of Bates Labels
9 Searchable PDFs
9 Load fi les for Summation, TrialDirector, Concordance, 

Sanction, IPRO, as well as Other Export Formats
9 OCR for Database Load Files and Searchable PDF Files
9 Electronic Data Discovery (EDD)
9 Conversion of E-Mail Stores to TIFF, PDF, Summation
 Load File, etc. and Extraction of Metadata 
9 CD & DVD Duplication
9 Transcript to Video Deposition Synchronization
9 Blow-back Printing of Imaged Documents on CD & DVD
9 Demonstrative Evidence

A COMPANY WHERE QUALITY COMES FIRST
...EVEN IN OUR NAME.

9 Color Photo-Quality Exhibit Enlargement
9 Color Printing & Copying of Regular 
 & Oversized Documents
9 Computer Graphics
9 Litigation Copying
9 Oversized & High Speed Copying 
9 Legal Exhibits
9 Briefs, Bench Books
9 Binding, Tabbing
9 Bates Labeling by Hand
9 Facilities Management
9 Free Pickup and Delivery

214 THIRD STREET, STE. 1A  •  BATON ROUGE, LA 70801  •  225-334-9327 PHONE  •  225-336-4843 FAX

9 inData TrialDirector® 6 Certifi ed Trainer
9 E-Discovery

QUALITY LITIGATION
SUPPORT INC.

Thank you for Thank you for 
17 great years!17 great years!


