
Inside:
Louisiana Tax Credit    
 Registry Act
Attorney spotlight:
 Bryan Jeansonne
What I’ve learned:What I’ve learned:
 W. Arthur Abercrombie W. Arthur Abercrombie
Annual softball Annual softball 
 tournament recap tournament recap
Bench Bar in reviewBench Bar in review

Celebrate NationalCelebrate National
Pro Bono WeekPro Bono Week
Oct. 20 - 26, 2013Oct. 20 - 26, 2013

II
LLL

AAAA

Last year’s winners



  October 20132   Around the Bar

Platinum
Postlethwaite & Netterville, CPA

Silver
Kay E. Donnelly & Associates

Bronze
Applied Business Concepts

Baton Rouge Health Care Center
Electronic Business Systems

Global Data Systems, Inc.
MAPS, Inc. (Mediation Arbitration Professional Systems)

The Medical and Diagnostic Clinic
Mercedes-Benz of Baton Rouge
Total Care Injury & Pain Centers

Corporate     
Quality Litigation Support, Inc.

Premier     
Thomson Reuters

Beverage Station      
Commerce Title
MidSouth Bank

Exhibitors
American Mailing & Shipping
Applied Business Concepts
Automated Filing Systems

Avansic – E-Discovery & Digital Forensics
BancorpSouth Insurance Services, Inc.

dba Wright & Percy Insurance
Baton Rouge Assoc. of Women Attorneys (BRAWA)

Baton Rouge Health Care Center
Baton Rouge Paralegal Association

Clarity Litigation Support
Clary Medical Legal Consulting, Inc.

Commerce Title
Electronic Business Systems

Gilsbar, Inc.
Global Data Systems, Inc.

Hannis T. Bourgeois, LLP, CPAs
Kay E. Donnelly & Associates

Louis A. Martinet Legal Society
Louisiana Bar Foundation

La. Dept. of the Treasury Unclaimed Property Div.
Louisiana State Bar Association

MAPS, Inc. (Mediation Arbitration Professional Systems)
The Medical and Diagnostic Clinic
Mercedes-Benz of Baton Rouge

MidSouth Bank
Mid South Insurance Agency

Palmetto Addiction Recovery Center
Perry Dampf Dispute Solutions
Postlethwaite & Netterville, CPA

Thomson Reuters
Total Care Injury & Pain Centers

Venyu

Business Meeting & Luncheon
L’AUBERGE CASINO & HOTEL, BALLROOM #C — 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m. 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER:  Louisiana Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Bernette Joshua Johnson

Expo Exhibition Area
L’AUBERGE CASINO & HOTEL,

FOYER / PRE-FUNCTION AREA & BALLROOM #A  —  11 a.m.-6:30 p.m.

CLE Seminars
L’AUBERGE CASINO & HOTEL IN BALLROOM #B

1:15-2:15 p.m.:  Legislative Update (H. Alston Johnson III) 
2:45-3:45 p.m.:  Ethics (Charles Plattsmier) 

4:15-5:15 p.m.:  Professionalism (Judge Pam Baker, 
Judge Douglas Dodd & Judge John Michael Guidry)

Reception
L’AUBERGE CASINO & HOTEL, FOYER / PRE-FUNCTION AREA  —  5:15-6:30 p.m.

Prizes Donated by
A. Marcelite Salon  •  Acme Oyster House  •  Beehive Salon

BRBA Bench Bar Conference Committee  •  The Children’s Gallery  
City Pork Deli & Charcuterie  •  Churchills  •  DiGiulio Brothers Italian Cafe

French Art Network  •  Hotel Indigo Baton Rouge Downtown  •  Joey Bordelon Photography  
Juban’s  •  Le Creolé  •  The Manship Theatre at the Shaw Center for the Arts

Martin’s Certifi ed Legal Nurse Consulting, LLC  •  McLavy’s Ltd.
Paul Wong’s Chinese & Sushi  •  Stab’s Steak & Seafood  •  Varsity Sports

Please plan to attend the Baton Rouge Bar Association 

fall expo & conference
Thursday, Oct. 3, 2013, beginning at 11 a.m.
at L’Auberge Casino & Hotel Baton Rouge. 

Earn three hours of CLE credit, enjoy a lunch featuring keynote speaker 
Chief Justice Bernette Joshua Johnson, network with judges, attorneys and exhibitors, 

and attend a reception for an all-inclusive package price of $75 per BRBA member; 
$150 per non-member. Lunch-only option available for $50 per person.
CALL THE BRBA OFFICE FOR MORE INFORMATION   —   225-344-4803

Visit our exhibitors
 

to win great prizes
!

SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL OUR
SPONSORS & EXHIBITORS

FEEL LUCKY?
You could win FREE CONFERENCE REGISTRATION 

to the 2014 BRBA Bench Bar Conference
July 24-26, 2014, in Point Clear, Ala.

Visit at least 15 Expo Exhibitor Booths to qualify for drawing. 
Drawing to be held at the reception. Must be present to win!
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In honor of National Pro Bono Week, which is Oct. 20 - 26, 2013, 
the BRBF Pro Bono Project will hold  “Go Casual for Pro Bono” 
Friday, Oct. 18, 2013. This jeans day is to benefi t the BRBF Pro 
Bono Project.

Featured on this month’s cover are the winners of last year’s “Go 
Casual for Pro Bono” fundraising competition. Photographed 
on the 11th fl oor of the 19th Judicial District Courthouse are (in 
photo on left) Judge Annette Lassalle and Judge Charlene Day 
of The Family Court of East Baton Rouge Parish; (in photo on 
right) Mackenzie Smith Ledet of Baker Donelson; Allison Reeves 
of Kean Miller; and Judge Pam Baker and Judge Lisa Woodruff -
White of The Family Court of East Baton Rouge Parish.

Cover photography by Pamela Labbe.
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Emily Ziober, the 2013 chair 
of the BRBF Pro Bono Project, 
challenges everyone to 
participate in this year’s “Go 
Casual for Pro Bono” competition! 
For more information, contact 
BRBF Pro Bono Coordinator Emily 
Chambers at emily@brba.org 
or 225-214-5558.

Bench Bar Conference 2013 Chair 
Emily B. Grey, BRBA President 

Michael S. Walsh and Charles Grey 
are photographed (right).
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AROUND THE BAR supports participation of the membership in its production. We encourage the submission of articles and letters to the 
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pamela@BRBA.org. 
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Copyright © by the Baton Rouge Bar Association. All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or part without permission is prohibited. To 
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letter from 
the president
BY MICHAEL S. WALSH A change for the better 

Michael S. Walsh

PHOTO BY RCL PORTRAIT DESIGN

“Traditionally” and “historically” are two words that I have a hard time fi tting into my everyday 
vocabulary. I’m not against tradition and, while I certainly like history, I fi nd that when these words 
are used in a sentence, their use is often an excuse for continuing to do things the same way that 
they’ve always been done. I don’t know who defi ned insanity as “continuing to do the same thing 

over and over and expecting a different result,” but that’s sort of the way I see 
things. 

I generally like to do things differently because I get bored easily when things 
don’t change. I’m sure my poor dead mother (and many a schoolteacher would say 
that I probably should have a DSM1 diagnosis of adult Attention Defi cit Disorder 
(ADD) — (my mom would mostly have said I was BAD as opposed to ADD). 

This year with the Board and various committees of the bar association, we 
have tried not to do the same activities as they have been done in the past, but 
rather tried to branch out and do things differently. Law Day was a fi ne example 
of how the Law Day Committee changed its format with great success. If you were 
able to join us for the Bench Bar Conference at the Perdido Beach Resort, you saw 
that the Bench Bar Committee stepped out on the ledge and tried some new and 
different CLE, which was well received, along with some great new social events. 
Next year, Bench Bar Conference will return to the Grand Hotel in Point Clear, 
Ala., July 24-26, 2014. I’d urge you to put these dates on your calendar now so 
you will be able to attend.   

If you joined us for the Softball Tournament, you saw a different format for 
the games, the food and the libations. The softball chairs, Brooke Barnett-Bernal 

and Chris Jones, rustled up some great food sponsors and also managed to convince a bunch of older 
folks to play in the “Legends Softball Game.” The game was played on a Friday night, and other than 
Hillar Moore, Judge Brick Wall and Judge Billy Morvant having to be helped off the fi eld because 
of hamstring injuries, the game went well. Justice Jeff Hughes arrived too late to play, otherwise we 
might have had more injuries.   I’m also happy to report that the newly purchased heart defi brillators 
for the bar offi ce didn’t have to be used. I’m not kidding about the defi brillator part; we actually had 
them out there.

In keeping with the “change” theme, the BRBA has an election for the Board of Directors coming 
up in a matter of weeks. Throughout my term on the Board, I occasionally have been asked, “Why 
doesn’t the bar association do this?” Most of the time my answer is, “Because no one ever suggested 
that idea before.” (This is my way of not having to say, “I’m not smart enough to have come up with 
that  great idea.”) Serving on the Board of the Baton Rouge Bar has been a great honor for me, and I 
want to urge everyone reading this to give some serious thought to running for the Board. The BRBA 
uses a self-nomination process, so if  you’re inclined, nominate yourself and run. Serving on the Board 
requires a dedication of time and effort, but as one of the largest voluntary bar associations in the 
state, the BRBA serves an important function in our everyday lives as lawyers. The deadline to submit 
nomination forms is Sept. 30, 2013. The nomination forms were in the September Around the Bar 
and are online (www.BRBA.org). The election is open to all members in good standing (that means 
you have to have paid your dues). If you’re going to run, make a commitment that you’re going to 
continue to move  the BRBA forward. 

I’ll see you at the Fall Expo & Conference, which along with the BRBA’s business meeting and 
luncheon, is at L’Auberge Casino & Hotel Baton Rouge. This follows the “changes” theme, as this is 
the fi rst year we have this event at L’Auberge. While our keynote speaker is Louisiana Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Bernette Joshua Johnson, H. Alston Johnson III will still provide his legislative update, 
just during the fi rst CLE seminar instead of during lunch. This Fall Expo & Conference, along with all 
our other events, is defi nitely a change for the better. Please join me in attending this event Oct. 3!

1The Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders
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The BRBA Fall Expo & Conference, taking place Thursday, Oct. 

3, 2013, at L’Auberge Casino & Hotel Baton Rouge, includes 
an exhibitor expo, a business meeting and luncheon (featuring 

keynote speaker Chief Justice Bernette Joshua Johnson of the 
Louisiana Supreme Court), three hours of CLE seminars, 

and a reception for an all-inclusive package price of $75 per BRBA 
member, and $150 per non-member or guest.

Lunch-only option available for $50 per person. 

The BRBA Fall Expo & Conference is your opportunity to network with members 
of the bench and the bar; to visit with exhibitors/sponsors and learn about new 
products and services related to your legal practice; and to register to win great 
prizes. A registration to the BRBA 2014 Bench Bar Conference is just one of the 
exciting prizes available to those who qualify!

The exhibitor expo begins at 11 a.m., the luncheon starts at 11:45 a.m., and the 
fi rst of three CLE seminars will begin at 1:15 p.m. The entire event will conclude 
at 6:30 p.m. Members of the Louis A. Martinet Legal Society and the Baton Rouge 
Association of Women Attorneys receive the BRBA member rate. We accept 
payment in advance and at the door.  

Bar Roll No.__________________________

Name____________________________________________________ Firm __________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________________________________________

City ________________________________________________________ State ____________  Zip _______________________ 

Phone ___________________________________________________ Fax ___________________________________________

Email ___________________________________

BUSINESS MEETING & LUNCHEON — Yes, register me for the Business Meeting and Luncheon, which begins at 11:45 a.m. 
Keynote Speaker:   LOUISIANA SUPREME COURT CHIEF JUSTICE BERNETTE JOSHUA JOHNSON

If paying by credit card, please include the following:
Name on credit card_________________________________
Type of card: (circle one):  MC     VISA      AmExp     Discover
Card Number:______________________________________
Exp. Date: ___________________ Security code: _________  

Please check applicable box:     ❏ BRBA member     ❏ Martinet member     ❏ BRAWA member     ❏ non-member

THERE ARE THREE WAYS TO REGISTER: 
(1) Logon to www.BRBA.org, go under “events,” select 

Fall Expo & Conference and pay by credit card 
(all major credit cards accepted); (2) fi ll out and fax this form to 225-344-4805 

before noon Friday, Sept. 27, 2013; or (3) mail this form in with 
your check payable to: BRBA, P. O. Box 2241, Baton Rouge, LA 70821.

ETHICS CLE — YES, register me for this 1.0 hour CLE seminar – 2:45 to 3:45 p.m. 
Speaker:  CHARLES “CHUCK” PLATTSMIER,  La. Offi  ce of Disciplinary Counsel❏

“LEGISLATIVE UPDATE”  — YES, register me for this 1.0 hour CLE seminar – 1:15 to 2:15 p.m.
Speaker:   H. ALSTON JOHNSON III of  PHELPS DUNBAR, LLP

❏

PROFESSIONALISM CLE — YES, register me for this 1.0 hour CLE seminar – 4:15 to 5:15  p.m. 
Speakers:  JUDGE PAM BAKER, The Family Court of East Baton Rouge Parish; JUDGE DOUGLAS DODD, U.S. Bankruptcy Court; 
and JUDGE JOHN MICHAEL GUIDRY, First Circuit Court of Appeal

❏

RECEPTION — YES, register me to attend. Enjoy food and drinks! – 5:15 to 6:30 p.m. ❏

Chief Justice Johnson

YES, register me for the FALL EXPO & CONFERENCE at L’AUBERGE CASINO & HOTEL BATON ROUGE taking place THURSDAY, Oct. 3, 2013, at 
a cost of $75 per BRBA member or $150 per nonmember. Expo exhibits open at 11 a.m. The luncheon will open at 11:45 a.m. Reservations 
may be transferred, but not canceled, after 4:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 27, 2013. “No shows” will be billed. Members of the Louis A. Martinet 
Legal Society and BRAWA can receive the BRBA member rate. This all-inclusive event includes three hours of CLE credit, a luncheon featuring 
keynote speaker Chief Justice Bernette Joshua Johnson, the expo exhibition and the reception. CLE materials will be provided electronically 
in advance of the seminar. TO HELP US PLAN, PLEASE INDICATE BELOW WHAT YOU PLAN TO ATTEND:

❏

Justice Bernette Joshua 
Johnson is the fi rst 
African-American Chief 
Justice of the Louisiana 
Supreme Court. Elected 
to serve on the Louisiana 
Supreme Court in 1994, 
she was re-elected 
without opposition in 
2000 and 2010. She was 
sworn in as Chief Justice 
Feb. 1, 2013.  

Johnson graduated as valedictorian of Walter L. Cohen 
High School in New Orleans and then attended Spelman 
College in Atlanta, Ga., on academic scholarship, where 
she received a B.A. She received an Honorary Doctorate 
in Law from Spelman College at commencement 
services in April 2001. 

In addition, she was one of the fi rst African-American 
women to attend the LSU Paul M. Hebert Law Center, 
where she received her J.D. in 1969. Justice Johnson was 
inducted into the LSU Law Center’s Hall of Fame in 1996.

keynote speaker

Please check all appropriate options below and fax this entire page to the BRBA, (225) 344-4805, by noon Friday, Sept. 27, 2013.Please check all appropriate options below and fax this entire page to the BRBA, (225) 344-4805, by noon Friday, Sept. 27, 2013.

LUNCH-ONLY OPTION:   YES, please register me for the BUSINESS MEETING & LUNCHEON at L’AUBERGE CASINO & HOTEL BATON ROUGE taking 
place THURSDAY, Oct. 3, 2013, at a cost of $50 per BRBA member/nonmember. Expo exhibits open at 11 a.m. The luncheon will open at 11:45 
a.m.  All luncheon attendees are encouraged to visit with Expo exhibitors prior to the lunch to register to win prizes. Reservations may be transferred, 
but not canceled, after 4:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 27, 2013. “No shows” will be billed.

❏

❏
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yls report 
BY VIC SUANE JR.

Register your Belly Up with the 
Bar cooking team today!

On Nov. 1, 2013, the Baton Rouge Bar Foundation 
will host its 15th Annual Belly Up with the Bar cook-off 
and brew fest. Belly Up is a family-friendly event that 
includes live music and fun activities for kids of all ages. 
This year’s event will be held at Live Oak Arabian Stables, 
6300 Jefferson Hwy., and is sure to be an event that you 
don’t want to miss. 

The Live Oak Arabian Stables is a historical site in the 
heart of Baton Rouge. Guests will enter through the main 
gate on Jefferson, and enjoy food, fun and fellowship at 
one of the true sanctuaries in the heart of mid-city. Teams 
of lawyers will show off their culinary skills in a cook-off 
competition that will include celebrity judges, live music 
by the band Storywood, and trophies hand-crafted by our 

very own Charles “Chuck” Davoli. Guests will sample 
food and beverages and have the opportunity to win door 
prizes.    

Raffl e tickets are available for $10 each with the chance 
to win an Apple iPad, cash, and additional prizes. All 
proceeds for Belly Up benefi t the BRBF Youth Education 
Programs, including Teen Court, the Junior Partners 
Academy, the High School Mock Trial Competition, Law 
Day and Lawyer in the Classroom. This year’s sponsors 
as of Sept. 1, 2013, are HORNE LLP; Davoli Mediation 
Services; Davoli, Krumholt & Price; Gilsbar; Live Oak 
Arabian Stables; Storywood Band; Long Law Firm; Total 
Care Injury & Pain Centers; Baton Rouge Beer Agency; 
Perry Dampf Dispute Solutions; Wampold Companies; 

and Downtown Duplicating.
Please contact Donna Buuck at 

225-214-5556 or donna@BRBA.org to 
register your team, for sponsorship or 
more information, or to purchase a ticket. 
This year’s chair of the Belly Up with the 
Bar Committee is Jennifer M. Racca.

CLE by the HOUR 2013 
8 days of cle in december
Taking place Dec. 5, 6, 12, 13, 19, 20, 27 & 28

Call 225-344-4803 for more information.
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1 5 t h  A n n u a l 
“Belly Up with the Bar”  Entry Form

C o o k - o f f  &  B r e w f e s t

Event takes place Friday,  Nov. 1, 2013
 The 15th Annual “Belly Up with the Bar” is a cook-off, brewfest and outdoor party with live music—sponsored by the Young 

Lawyers Section of the Baton Rouge Bar Association. Proceeds from this event will benefi t the BRBF’s Youth Education 
Program. Team and individual entries are welcome. Judges will select winners in a variety of categories. Advance general 
admission tickets are $25 per adult, $20 per law student, $10 per child ages 12 to 17, and FREE admittance to children ages 
11 and under. Prices at the door are $30 per adult or law student, and $10 per child, so buy ’em now! 

  LOCATION:    Live Oak Arabian Stables, 6300 Jefferson Hwy., Baton Rouge, LA 70806 in the sheltered arena. 

DATE:    Friday, Nov. 1, 2013, 5 p.m. - until  —  mark your calendars NOW!

  WHO CAN ENTER:  Anyone who’s willing to cook and serve enough to feed/water our local bar. The entry fee, which is   
    $125 per team (up to 5 members per team), gets you:
      (1) in the door to try all the fabulous food and drinks
      (2) all the beer you care to drink, and 
      (3) the chance to show off your culinary talents

   THINGS YOU’LL NEED TO BRING:
     •  Enough food to serve roughly 300 “sample size” portions
     •  Any cooking/heating/brewing equipment necessary to serve your entry
     •  A team of no more than 5 members
     •  A sign to indicate what you’re making
     •  Serving bowls (serving size), cups or plates
      
  THINGS WE’LL PROVIDE: Forks and spoons; beer, live music . . . and fabulous prizes 

ENTRY FORM — PLEASE FILL OUT THIS FORM AND FAX IT TO: (225) 344-4805 OR MAIL IT ASAP
To: Baton Rouge Bar Association, ATTN: YLS, P. O. Box 2241, Baton Rouge, LA 70821. Registration Deadline: Oct. 1, 2013.

(CHECKS SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO “BRBF - BELLY UP WITH THE BAR.” CREDIT CARD INFORMATION 
CAN BE PROVIDED BELOW.) Booths are assigned as forms and payment are received, so submit your form early!

TEAM NAME:    __________________________________________

TEAM CAPTAIN’S NAME:   __________________________________________   
              
CAPTAIN’S CONTACT NUMBER:  __________________________________________  

CAPTAIN’S EMAIL:  __________________________________________      

CAPTAIN’S CITY/STATE/ZIP: __________________________________________      

    
WHAT YOU’LL BE SERVING: __________________________________________
      

FOR “BELLY UP WITH THE BAR” TICKET INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT THE BRBA AT (225) 344-4803.
*If you are unable to participate or attend, but you wish to make a donation for the BRBF’s award-winning Youth Education Program, please make your check payable to the BRBF.

Credit Card Information:  Type of card: (circle one)  MC   VISA   AmExp   Discover

Name on card: ___________________________________________________________

Exp. Date: _________________________  Security code: ______________________  

Credit card number: _______________________________________________________

Signature: ______________________________________________________________  
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tales from
  the bar side
BY VINCENT P. FORNIAS Up and down situation

Sometimes in a mediation setting you just have to step 
back, let the facts simmer, and take one more hard look at 
the situation. No better proof of this axiom exists than in 
a personal injury claim several years ago handled by Scott 
Andrews and defended by John Campbell.

Of course, the identity of the parties must remain 
forever confi dential. Suffi ce it to say that Scott represented 
someone frequenting a downtown Baton Rouge 
establishment that relies upon its patrons’ use of elevators 
to reach its premises. His client, fresh off an L5-S1 fusion, 
had entered the elevator and claimed that it malfunctioned 
enroute, causing his back to be violently jostled and his 
recent fusion to be partly undone. John, true to the long 
and distinguished tradition of that much maligned and 
underappreciated genus, attorneycus insurancias defensis, 
heroically resisted that any such untoward incident had 

occurred, and had the maintenance fi le and inspection 
certifi cates to back him up.

After several hours of jousting, grandstanding, and 
monopoly numbering, just when the level of frustration 
and pessimism was near a boiling point, someone in 
the defense room, either bored, lonely or both, replayed 
yet again a grainy video from a camera that all such 
establishments equip into their elevators. And there she 
was. “She” was a rather well endowed middle-aged 
woman standing in a corner of the elevator. And if you 
focused ever so briefl y on a certain part of her anatomy, 
the laws of physics were clearly at play. Call it The Law of 
the Preservation of Plaintiff’s Case.

Soon thereafter, almost magically, there was a veritable 
twin peak of movement in both mediation rooms that led 
the parties to a fair and equitable settlement.

Contact Kyle Talbert for details:Contact Kyle Talbert for details:
225-490-3101  •  KTalbert@mbobr.com225-490-3101  •  KTalbert@mbobr.com

*
*Available for qualifi ed customers only.
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bar news
BY PAMELA LABBE

Oz-themed BRBA Bench Bar Conference leaves 
attendees feeling smarter and refreshed   

The BRBA Bench Bar Conference, held in Orange 
Beach, Ala., at the Perdido Beach Resort Aug. 1-3, 2013, 
left conference attendees feeling smarter and refreshed. 
Excellent weather and innovative seminars on body 
language and wellness made this year’s event a popular 
one. 

The V-Tones entertained the family-oriented crowd 
Thursday night, and the buffet featured recipes from 
Holly Clegg’s recipe books. Adults and kids alike enjoyed 
dressing up in wild hats to have fun photos taken of 
themselves in an on-site photo booth. Thursday night 
concluded for some there, but for others only after they 
took the bus to the Flora-Bama. The Baton Rouge Bar 
Foundation raised $7,100 during the Friday night auction, 
which was completed around the time BRBA President 
Michael S. Walsh sang his rendition of “Get Ready” with 
The V-Tones. The golf tournament, held at Lost Key Golf 
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Tobin Eason and Judge Guy Holdridge were two of four CLE seminar 
presenters at the annual Young Lawyers Section Summer Sizzlin’ CLE, held 
Friday, July 19, 2013, at the Middleton Bar Center. Pictured (L to R) are Eason, 
Holdridge and YLS Chair Scotty Chabert. Susan Kelley (not pictured) is the 
staff  liaison of the YLS.

LAW OFFICES OF M.D. BREAUX, LLC

Michael D. Breaux
Attorney at Law

Loyola Law School Graduate  •  20 Years Experience

P.O. Box 566  •  Prairieville, LA 70769
225-644-8213  •  Fax 225-644-5236
Toll Free 1-866-501-MDMD (6363)

www.attorneymdbreaux.com

Social Security Disability  •  Short and Long Term Disability  •  LASERS Disability

Also a member of Sokolove Law, LLC

Club, was organized by Chris Jones and Jeff Watson. An 
awards ceremony was held in the Grand Reef Lounge 
afterward on Saturday night, wrapping up the conference. 
Special thanks to all our sponsors and exhibitors who 
made this year’s event possible!

It isn’t too early to start thinking about Bench Bar 2014, 
which will be held in Point Clear, Ala., at the Grand Hotel 
Marriott Resort, Golf Club & Spa July 24-26, 2014. Call 
Marriott Central Reservations at 1-800-544-9933 or book 
on-line at www.marriottgrand.com. Hotel reservation 
room block code for BRBA members is: BAABAAA. 
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FORMER SOCIAL SECURITY JUDGE 
PETER J. LEMOINE

Social Security Disability Law
Offi ces in Alexandria, Baton Rouge, Cottonport

Adjunct Professor (1994-1997), Northwestern State University

MEMBER:  American Bar Association, Louisiana State Bar Association, Baton Rouge Bar Association,
Avoyelles Parish Bar Association, National Organization of Social Security Claimant Representatives, 

Legal Services for Purposes of Disability Committee (Louisiana State Bar Association).

PUBLISHED ARTICLES:  “The Worn-Out Worker Rule Revisited,” 
“Signifi cant Work-Related Limitations of Function Under §12.05C,” 

“Questionable Retirement and the Small Business Owner,”
“Crisis of Confi dence: The Inadequacies of Vocational Evidence Presented at Social Security Disability Hearings.”

225-922-4551

Fall Expo & Conference to be held at L’Auberge 
Casino & Hotel Baton Rouge Thursday, Oct. 3

L’Auberge Casino & Hotel Baton Rouge will be the 
venue of the Fall Expo & Conference Thursday, Oct. 3, 
2013, beginning at 11 a.m. The keynote speaker will be 
Louisiana Supreme Court Justice Bernette Joshua Johnson.
Three CLE seminars will be offered, including an ethics 
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Bench Bar Conference Chair Emily Grey sits at the table with Judge William 
A. Morvant during the Thursday late-afternoon CLE seminar held with the 
purpose of providing more face time with participating judges. Magistrate 
Judge Stephen Riedlinger is also in the picture. 

Photographed Saturday morning during the Bench Bar Conference are (L 
to R) Tony Clayton, Hon. Paula Clayton, Bench Bar Conference speaker Holly 
Clegg, Judge Wilson Fields and Gail McKay. All attendees of Holly Clegg’s 
wellness seminar received a copy of her Kitchen 101 cookbook. 
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Attending the Bench Bar Friday night auction and dance are Michael and 
Wendy Lutgring, and Amy and Brad Lambert. 
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BRBA President Michael S. Walsh
sang “Get Ready” with The V-Tones 

Friday, Aug. 2, 2013, at the BRBA 
Bench Bar Conference 
in Orange Beach, Ala.

Also photographed are 
Jeanne Comeaux 

and Lawrence Gettys, 
providing backup vocals.
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Chris Ulrich of the Body Institute in Washington, D.C., presented two 
seminars on body language Friday, Aug. 2, 2013, during the Bench Bar 
Conference.
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Attendees of Ulrich’s two CLE seminars demonstrate body language 
techniques they learned just moments earlier. Pictured are conference 
attendees Marty Maley, Robert “Bubby” Burns Jr., Steven Moore and John 
T. Joubert.
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DAVOLI, KRUMHOLT & PRICEDAVOLI, KRUMHOLT & PRICE
offers years of combined experience offers years of combined experience 

in handling cases involving the in handling cases involving the 
Louisiana Workers’ Compensation Act Louisiana Workers’ Compensation Act 

and the Longshore and Harbor and the Longshore and Harbor 
Workers’ Compensation Act.Workers’ Compensation Act.

We practice exclusively in these areas and have helped 
thousands of client’s over the years obtain the benefi ts 

they are owed AND assisted countless 
other attorneys with workers’ compensation 

issues that arise in their own cases.

WE ARE AVAILABLE TO TALK TO YOU.

6513 Perkins Road • Baton Rouge, LA  70808
(225) 757-8908 • (225) 767-4486 fax

email: contact@dkplegal.net

Attorneys are frequent lecturers on workers’ compensation issues, members of the 
Louisiana Bar Associations Legal Services for Persons with Disability Committee, 

Baton Rouge Bar Association Workers’ Compensation Section 
and the Governor’s Executive Counsel involving workers’ compensation issues.

Brad Price is the attorney responsible for the content of this advertisement.
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Photographed  above (L to R) are Jeff  Watson, Chris Jones and Steven 
DeBosier. Watson and Jones organized this year’s Bench Bar Conference golf 
tournament. DeBosier of Dudley DeBossier Injury Lawyers was one of the 
sponsors of the Saturday night hospitality suite and awards ceremony.

and a professionalism. H. Alston Johnson III’s annual 
legislative update will be provided as a CLE seminar this 
year. 

The event will wrap up with a reception beginning 
at 5:15 p.m., and the reception and expo will conclude 
by 6:30 p.m. Special thanks to our platinum and silver 
sponsors: Postlethwaite & Netterville and Kay E. Donnelly 
& Associates. 

To register for the Fall Expo & Conference (or 
the lunch-only option), contact the BRBA offi ce at 
225-344-4803 or register online at www.BRBA.org. 

Register your cooking team today for the Belly Up 
with the Bar event

The BRBF Belly Up with the Bar will be held Friday, 
Nov. 1, 2013. Be sure to register  your cooking or drink 
team soon! The registration form can be found online at 
www.BRBA.org or on page 8 of this issue. Jennifer Racca 
is the chair of this year’s Belly Up with the Bar Committee. 
Donna Buuck is the staff liaison and the coordinator of 
the event. 

All proceeds from Belly Up support the Baton Rouge 
Bar Foundation’s youth education programs. For more 
information on this event, please contact Donna at 
225-214-5556 or donna@brba.org.

BRBA Volunteer Committee members answered phones for LPB Sunday, 
Aug. 5, 2013. Pictured above (L to R) are Bridget Denicola, Madison DeWitt, 
Erik Kjeldsen, Mackenzie Smith Ledet and Francisca Comeaux. Mac Womack 
and Anne Kaufman also participated, but are not photographed.
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INTRODUCTION
Although lauded by many for its impact on the economy 

of the state—particularly in bringing the production of 
movies and television shows to Louisiana such as the likes 
of True Blood2  and Twilight3 — it is a common occurrence 
to open the newspaper and read a story about some case of 
fraud and abuse in the state-tax-credit market. Individuals 
involved in either the alleged promotion of these fraudulent 
activities, or otherwise the victims of them, have ranged 
from local personalities, prominent businesspersons, well 
known attorneys, and even New Orleans Saints quarter 
back Drew Brees.4 Regardless of their policy merits, the 
problem with Louisiana’s tax-credit programs is not that 
they are inherently magnets for double-dealers and bandits, 
but that they have, up until recently, lacked a uniform 
registration and accountability structure to stave off 
fraud and abuse. In general, transferable tax credits have 
not been well-accounted for or tracked after their initial 
issuance by the state, and investors/buyers of tax credits 
have had no way of obtaining independent verifi cation 
that what they thought they were purchasing was indeed 
what they were getting.  This has unfortunately resulted in 
the illegal selling of the same credits multiple times or the 
fabricating of credits altogether.

Thanks to the efforts of the Louisiana Department of 
Revenue (LDR) — working in tandem with Rep. Walter 
Leger of New Orleans and a group of industry professionals 
— Act 418, passed during this past 2013 regular session, 
creates a central registry system for the buying and selling 
of tax credits in Louisiana. Among other things, the Act 
provides that all tax credits issued by any state agency will 
be immediately registered in this central registry at LDR 
and assigned a unique ID. Then, each time a tax credit 
is sold the transfer must be fi led with the registry. The 
registration requirement creates an offi cial record showing 
an unbroken chain of title (much like with real estate 
transactions) that purchasers can rely upon to ensure that 
they are not being defrauded or tricked. Importantly, LDR 
will not allow any individual to claim a transferable tax 
credit unless he or she is the record owner of it as shown 
in the registry. Due to its uniform and mandatory nature, 
this new system is predicted to make major inroads in 
staving off the fraud that has plagued not only fi lm tax 
credits, but also the larger transferable-tax-credit market 
in Louisiana. A buyer can always independently verify with 
LDR, through the registry, that the person who purports 
to own credits is indeed the record owner of them and that 
the amount of the credits being offered is valid.  

This article provides an overview of Louisiana’s tax-
credit marketplace and the new registry system, as well 
as explains how the process for recording conveyances of 
transferable tax credits will operate after Jan. 1, 2014. This 
article also points out potential pitfalls and weaknesses of 
the new system, and how they might be addressed and 
posits what additional functions the registry might serve 
in the future.

Louisiana’s 
new tax credit 
registry act:  
Cutting down 

on fraud in the 

marketplace

 BY CHRISTOPHER K. ODINET1
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PART I.  TAX CREDIT MARKETPLACE
Louisiana, like many other states, uses tax credits 

as an incentive to promote private investment. These 
investments are directed toward encouraging activities 
that policymakers have deemed to promote economic 
development and growth. For instance, an individual 
makes a certain investment and, in return, receives a certain 
number of tax credits that can be used to reduce his state-
income-tax liability. Further, what makes many of these 
credits particularly useful is that they can be bought and 
sold from person to person, thus generating additional 
funds. The State of Louisiana offers roughly 13 transferable 
tax credits ranging from credits for rehabilitating historic 
structures,5. to remediating abandoned or underused 
industrial facilities,6 and — perhaps the most well known 
of them all — for conducting activities related to the 
production of motion pictures.7 Thus, an individual who 
earns these tax credits has multiple choices. He can either 
use them to offset his own state income tax liability, he can 
sell them to a third party for profi t or, for certain credits, 
he can even have the state redeem the credits for cash.

However, the problem that arises is that, aside from the 
initial issuance, there is very little accounting or monitoring 
of what happens to transferable tax credits after the state 
fi rst issues them. For example, Francisca sells $1,000,000 
of fi lm credits to Claire for 83 cents on the dollar, and 
Claire can rely on the original issuance documents from 
the state agency to Francisca in validating her purchase. 
However, if Claire wants to later sell those same credits to 
Brad, then Brad has no way of independently verifying that 
Claire is the true owner of the credits or that Claire has 
not already sold the credits to someone else. The problem 
becomes more muddied the further away from the original 
issuance the transactions go. Sometimes tax credits will 
change hands many times over multiple years before they 
are fi nally claimed against someone’s state-income-tax 
liability. Aside from a few recent efforts to create some 
tracking mechanisms for select motion-picture tax credits, 
no uniform and universal framework has been in place to 
bring order and predictability to this widely-used market.

PART II. LOUISIANA TAX CREDIT REGISTRY ACT
In an effort to deal with these issues of fraud and 

corruption, policymakers and industry groups have recently 
pushed for the enactment of a broad and uniform structure 
for the buying and selling of tax credits. What has resulted 
is Act No. 418 of the 2013 Regulation Legislative Session, 
which is entitled the Louisiana Tax Credit Registry Act.8  

The purpose of the legislation is to provide a centralized 
registration and recordation system for transferable tax 
credits that can facilitate bringing order and stability to the 
marketplace. The effectiveness of this new system is due, 
in part, to heavy borrorwing from Louisiana’s traditional 
recordation system for real estate conveyances. As opposed 
to dealing with each type of program separately, beginning 

Jan. 1, 2014, all tax credits that are issued by any state 
agency will register such issuance with the tax-credit 
registry administered by LDR. The tax credits will be 
assigned a unique, centralized identifi cation number that 
will remain attached to the credits for the remainder of 
their life. Further, the name of the individual who initially 
earned the credits, the amount of the credits and any other 
pertinent information will also be recorded in the registry. 
From this point going forward, each time the owner of 
the tax credits wishes to make a sale or transfer, he and 
the transferee must jointly register the transaction into the 
registry, generally within 10 days of the date of the sale. 
In this way, a recorded chain of title is created showing 
the transfer of ownership from one owner to the next. 
Going back to our example, this new system allows Brad 
to conduct a level of independent due diligence in making 
his decision to purchase the $1,000,000 in credits from 
Claire. Claire (as the record owner) can petition LDR to 
issue written verifi cation to Brad certifying that Claire is 
indeed the owner of the specifi ed amount of credits she 
is purporting to sell. Before this new system, there was 
little authentic, independent verifi cation that Brad could 
obtain to protect himself from a wrongful sale, aside from 
representations, warranties and indemnities in the sale 
documents that could nevertheless be worthless against 
an asset-less entity-transferor.

Of particular note, the registry mirrors many aspects 
of Louisiana’s public records doctrine in that the transfer 
between the buyer and the seller is not contingent on 
registration. As soon as the proper legal requirements for 
a sale are met, ownership is transferred as between the 
parties. However, as to third parties and, of particular 
importance, LDR, ownership will only transfer upon 
recordation in the registry. In other words, as to those tax 
credits issued after Jan. 1, 2014, LDR will only allow a 
taxpayer to use transferable tax credits against his state- 
income-tax liability if he is the record owner of the credits 
in the registry.  

As to enforcement, the Act generally allows LDR to 
recapture a tax credit from a taxpayer if LDR believes 
that the credit was obtained in violation of the provisions 
of the tax credit’s enabling statute or through fraud 
or misrepresentation. Nevertheless, the Act provides 
safeguards to individuals who buy credits in good faith 
and rely on the registry. For instance, if Francisca were 
issued credits wrongfully due to fraudulent information she 
provided to the issuing agency, but then sold her credits to 
Claire, LDR would not be allowed to seek recapture from 
Claire as long as she relied on Francisca’s status as the 
record owner and Claire was acting in “good faith.” The 
defi nition of good faith for registry purposes is derived 
from Articles 2, 3, 4, and 4A of the Uniform Commercial 
Code, which means “honesty in fact and the observance 
of reasonable commercial standards of fair dealing.”  
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PART III.  CRITIQUES AND POSSIBLE 
FUTURE REFORMS

For its many commendable traits, the 
new-tax-credit registry system is not without 
some potential fl aws. For instance, unlike 
parish conveyance records, the records of 
the tax-credit registry are almost exclusively 
confi dential and not open to the public for 
inspection. The public can obtain information 
from the registry relative to the initial owner 
of the credits, but not information as to subsequent 
transferees. At least one media organization testifi ed 
against this confi dentiality provisions in the bill because, 
it was argued, the tax credits form a sort of public 
commodity about which the public have a right to know.  
However, as articulated in Louisiana’s Taxpayer Bill of 
Rights, individual taxpayer information is confi dential 
and the wrongful disclosure of such information can 
constitute a criminal offense. Also, being able to identify 
individuals who are primarily purchasing and claiming 
tax credits each year might also implicate certain privacy 
considerations. It is also unknown what would happen 
if a buyer and seller registered a transaction with LDR 
outside the 10-day window.9 

Further, the good-faith safe harbor could also lead to 

losses for the state in the case of a cunning 
and fraudulent seller. If, for example, Claire 
were to sell the same $1,000,000 in credits 
to Brad, Amanda and Laranda all on the 
same day, and each of the three buyers was 
acting in good faith and replying on the 
registry, LDR would not be able to seek a 
recapture of those amounts from any of the 
three buyers. Assuming that each recorded 
his or her transaction in sequential order, 

Amanda and Laranda’s fi ling should be denied because 
the registry would refl ect that Brad was the current owner 
in the chain of title because the Claire-to-Brad transaction 
was registered fi rst. Nevertheless, because Amanda and 
Laranda were acting in good faith they would still be 
able to claim the credits against their income taxes, thus 
resulting in multiple losses to the state fi sc. Of course, this 
scenario may be avoided through a system that allows for 
electronic registration simultaneous with the execution 
of the sale documents, or for more sophisticated buyers 
who would direct the purchase funds to be held in escrow 
until the transaction was fully registered. Whether such an 
electronic system will exist or such practices will be widely 
adopted remains unknown.  

Lastly, the Act addresses only what happens to 

GAIL’S GRAMMAR

October is pro bono month. The phrase 
pro bono comes from the Latin phrase 
pro bono publico, meaning “for the 
public good.” When using the whole 
Latin phrase, we use italics. Why don’t 
we also use italics when we simply write 
“pro bono”?

Pro bono is a “foreignism” — a phrase 
that comes from a foreign language. 
Foreignisms lose the italics when they 
become commonly understood. Other 
foreignisms that have lost their italics are 
de novo, ex parte, en banc, pro tempore 
and habeas corpus. Some that haven’t 
are contra non valentem, de minimus, 
ex post facto, nolo contendere and nolle 
prosequi. Because there’s no hard-
and-fast rule as to what’s commonly 
understood and what isn’t, it’s best to 
check your Black’s Law Dictionary if 
you’re not sure.

Send suggestions for future Gail’s Grammar 
columns to Gail Stephenson 
at GStephenson@sulc.edu, 

or call Gail at 225-771-4900 (ext. 216).
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1 The author assisted heavily in the drafting of Act 418 
and thanks the expertise and collaborative efforts of 
Jason Decuir, Nina Hunter, Vanessa LeFleur and Dawn 
Bankston at the Louisiana Department of Revenue, 
Rep. Walt Leger of New Orleans; and Deborah 
Duplechin Harkins of McGlinchey Stafford for their 
hard work in making this much-needed legislation 
possible. The conclusions contained herein and any 
errors are the Author’s alone and do not necessarily 
represent the views of any other individual.
2 See Ollie Chong, True Blood Filming In Louisiana, 
TrueBloodNet.com, July 14, 2009.
3 See Shawn Kline, Twilight Saga to be Filmed in So. 
Louisiana, 3KATC.com, July 10, 2010.
4 See, e.g., Michael Kunzelman, Brees Sues Ex-
Teammate Over Tax Credits, The Shreveport Times, 
June 11, 2013; see also Gordon Russell, Film Tax-
Credit Scam That Ensnared Dozens with Ties to New 
Orleans Saints Leads to Guilty Plea, Times Picayune, 
May 13, 2010; Bill Lodge, ‘Tres’ Bernhard Sentenced 
in Wire Fraud Case, The Advocate, May 24, 2013.
5 La. R.S. § 47:6019 et seq.
6 La. R.S. § 47:6021 et seq.
7 See La. R.S. 47:1121, 6007, 6007(C)(2).
8 See La. R.S. 47:1524.
9 See La. R.S. 47:6007(C)(4)(b); 6016(F)(1)(b); 
6019(A)(3)(b)(i)(cc); 6020(F)(2); 6021(1)(2); 6022(E)
(1)(e)(ii); 6034(D)(1). 

transferable tax credits issued after the fi rst of 2014, 
but a host of existing credits remain in the marketplace 
and buyers of these will not be protected by the new 
registry system.  Future reforms to the tax-credit-registry 
system may eventually help address some of these issues, 
particularly the possibility of granting a valid and 
enforceable security interest in state tax credits (a practice 
that is widely used, but rarely effective).

Relocating
or starting 

a new 
business?

New & 
pre-owned 

furniture

Locally 
owned

Office Furniture World

Coursey Blvd. at Stumberg Ln.

12944 Coursey Blvd.   |   Baton Rouge, LA   |   225.751.4024

CONCLUSION
Although the theoretical merits of having a transferable 

tax-credit market at all are still up for debate, after this 
year’s failed tax-reform legislative session one thing is 
certain — tax credith aren’t going anywhere. The state has 
a signifi cant interest in preventing fraud and corruption 
in this particular marketplace which is hailed by many 
policy and business leaders as crucial to future economic 
development. The Louisiana Tax Credit Registry Act goes a 

long way toward addressing these problems 
in the buying and selling of tax credits and 
allows individuals acting in good faith to 
invest confi dently in Louisiana business 
and industry.

Sign up to sponsor a child. Please fi ll out the 
form below and fax it to the Bar offi ce 

at (225) 344-4805.

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Firm: _________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________________________________ State: _________ Zip: _______________

Phone: _______________________________________ Fax: ___________________________________________

Email: _____________________________________________ # of stars you wish to sponsor: _______________

The Baton Rouge Bar Foundation will mail your star and child’s wish list directly to you, 
along with instructions. Should you have any questions, call Susan Kelley at (225) 214-5559.

The Young Lawyers Section
Holiday Star Project
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Aggravated Batters:  2013 BRBA softball 
tournament champion  BY B. KYLE KERSHAW, LARRY McALPINE, BRUCE N. PARKER & JOHN RUSSELL
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The BRBA 2013 softball tournament was held Aug. 
16-17 and, as expected, a grand time was had by all. 
In addition to the amicable yet competitive play of the 
tournament itself, spectators were treated to a special 
addition this year: The “Legends Game,” a fi ve-inning 
masterpiece featuring only those members of the local bar 
who met or exceeded two very rigid criteria. Participants 
had to be age 50 or older, and they had to be laboring 
under the delusion that they could still play softball. Just 
watching these players toss aside their walkers, strap on 
various splints and braces, and then actually strut out 
onto the fi eld was truly inspirational. Even the most 
ardent softball affi cionados just knew this was going to be 
a treat when Dana “AARP” Brown was informed he was 
actually too young to participate.  

Yogi Berra once said, “Baseball is 90 percent mental 
and the other half is physical.” In the Legends Game, 
however, softball was destined to be nearly 100 percent of 
something else . . . INJURIES. While almost every player 
on both teams undoubtedly suffered some sort of strain 
or sprain (to their egos, if nothing else), there were some 
notable highlights. The day’s body count began when our 
illustrious DA, Hillar C.“rippled” Moore III, ran (if it 
can be called that) after a fl y ball and came up limping.  
Moderately credible sources report that Hillar’s hamstring 
is now as dark as Aaron Hernandez’s future. Next up was 
Judge Billy “Ain’t No Kid No” Morvant, who tried to 
leg-out a base hit when a funny thing happened on the 
way to fi rst; he came across his old nemesis: GRAVITY. 
Taking a wicked face-plant on (or rather, near) the fi rst 
base pad was, in hindsight, not so bad considering that, 

during another at-bat, Hizzoner suffered self-infl icted 
injuries while still in the batter’s box. Also noteworthy 
was Judge Alex ‘Brick’ “Who Wears Short-Shorts?” Wall, 
who suffered a near-fatal lapse in judgement by thinking 
that he could actually turn a double-play. The only thing 
he turned, of course, was our collective stomachs as he 
shot-putted the ball to fi rst, “tweaking” his hamstring in 
the process. No surprise, really, coming from an athlete 
who routinely has ground balls hit well over his head. 

Several old-timers opted to use the much appreciated 
pinch running skills of Danny McGlynn’s sons, Aiden and 
Ethan. Ages 7 and 6, respectively, the boys added to their 
team’s on-base percentage and avoided certain injuries and 
embarrassment for those they replaced.

All jesting aside, our hearts, our support, and (more 
importantly) our insurance premiums go out to the brave 
guys and gals of the 2013 Softball Legends “In Their Own 
Mind” Game. 

Following Friday night’s newly formatted “Pool Play,” 
the four teams seeded to begin the tournament Saturday 
were the DA’s Aggravated Batters, Dana Brown’s Usual 
Suspects, Breazeale Sachse, and newcomers, the Utility 
Players. The seedings ultimately held true as these were the 
teams that faced each other in the semifi nals. Highlights 
from semifi nal play included Todd “Not a Soprano” 
Caruso proving that like a fi ne box of Chianti, he has 
only improved with age. Also,  Jordan “Everything’s Un” 
Faircloth got to show off his cannon of an arm while 
gunning down (and nearly decapitating) a runner at 
third.  

When the dust settled, the championship round was 
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Friday, Oct. 18Friday, Oct. 18
A Jeans Day eventA Jeans Day event  

to benefi t the to benefi t the PRO BONO PROJECT PRO BONO PROJECT of of 
the the BATON ROUGE BAR FOUNDATIONBATON ROUGE BAR FOUNDATION

Join the Baton Rouge area law fi rms and other Join the Baton Rouge area law fi rms and other 
workplaces Friday, Oct. 28, as they participate in the workplaces Friday, Oct. 28, as they participate in the 
second annual GO CASUAL FOR JUSTICE event to second annual GO CASUAL FOR JUSTICE event to 

support the BRBF Pro Bono Project.support the BRBF Pro Bono Project.

Employees at participating workplaces donate Employees at participating workplaces donate 
$5 (or more) to wear jeans to work Oct. 18!$5 (or more) to wear jeans to work Oct. 18!

NATIONAL CELEBRATE PRO BONO WEEK:NATIONAL CELEBRATE PRO BONO WEEK:    
Oct. 20-26, 2013Oct. 20-26, 2013

To sign up, please contact Emily ChambersTo sign up, please contact Emily Chambers
at 225-214-5558 or emily@brba.org.at 225-214-5558 or emily@brba.org.

IT ISN’T TOO EARLY TO START THINKING ABOUT BENCH BAR 
2014, which will be held in Point Clear, Ala., at the Grand Hotel 

Marriott Resort, Golf Club & Spa July 24-26, 2014. Call 
Marriott Central Reservations at 1-800-544-9933 or book on-line 
at www.marriottgrand.com. Hotel reservation room block code for 

BRBA members is: BAABAAA

Claire Morvant 
RN, BSN, LNC

MedChartAnalysis@gmail.com

225.293.2534

composed of perennial fi nalists, the Usual Suspects and the 
Aggravated Batters. The Batters jumped out to a two-run 
lead in the fi rst inning thanks to the bland pitching of Chris 
“Meatball Server” Jones. However, any thoughts that this 
would be a runaway win were quickly dispelled when 
Robb “Real Men Don’t Walk” Campbell did just that . . . 
he walked. Dana “Your Shortstop for 2 Lifetimes” Brown, 
followed with another walk, prompting the question:  Did 
somebody forget this was slow pitch softball? The Suspects 
kept the pressure on as Chase “Mr. Clean” Tettleton 
made Bruce “Where’s the Strike Zone” Parker pay for 
his pitching mishaps with a megashot over the right-
centerfi eld fence. Adding injury to insult, Mike “Never 
Hit a Girl” Lutgring, managed to batter and aggravate 
the Aggravated Batters’ beloved catcher, Heidi “Victim’s 
Rights” Hebert. Indictments are, of course, pending, so 
keep an eye out for Lutt on the next CrimeStoppers. In the 
end, the DA’s struck back with a string of dingers, winning 
their fi rst Championship game, 13 to 3. Unfortunately, 
the one traditional play missing was a fabulous, overly 
dramatic, diving catch of a relatively routine fl y ball by the 
Batters’ own Whirling Dervish,  Larry “Don’t Pop-Up” 
McAlpine, below which any other living soul would have 
simply camped out. Although many players managed to 
hit homers (among them Mark White, Van Foster and 
Brad Barback), Chris “Bomb Squad” Hester 
gets the nod for Tournament MVP by “going 
yard” six times, three in the Championship 
Game. Attaboy, Chris!

Let’s thank the Taco de Paco and Pullin’ 
Pork food trucks; Michael J. Goff/Louisiana 
Health & Injury Centers; Total Care Injury & 
Pain Centers; Marucci Bat Co. for sponsoring 
this event and the Athletic Committee and the 
BRBA staff for their hard work. 
We’d like to encourage more 
BRBA members to participate in 
this annual event. It is a great way 
to meet other members of the 
Bar and, apparently, your local 
Emergency Room personnel. See 
you next year and put some ice 
on that!

In photo 
(left), 
BRBA
legends 
gathered 
prior to 
playing 
softball 
Friday, 
Aug. 16. 

Above are Mark Pethke with the EBR District 
Attorney’s Offi  ce, BRBA President Michael S. Walsh 
and Chris Jones, Athletic Committee co-chair.
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WHAT I’VE LEARNED:
W. Arthur Abercrombie

PHOTOGRAPHY BY PAMELA LABBE

VITAL STATISTICS
Age: 69

Born & Raised: Born in Baltimore, Md.; raised in Baton Rouge, La.
Parents: Father – Wylie (Dub) Abercrombie (deceased), 

employee relations director with Exxon and a Colonel in the U.S. Army Reserve; 
Mother – Jane Clack Abercrombie from Rockwood, Tenn.

Siblings: Sister:  Betty Epley, Magnolia, Ark.
Spouse: Becki Cutrer Abercrombie

Children: Stewart Woods Abercrombie (married to Sara) and their children, 
Will and Claire, live in Baton Rouge; Jane is married to Jean Paul Runge, 

they have two boys, Arthur and Oliver, and live in New York
Law Practice: Taylor Porter Brooks & Phillips, LLP, Of Counsel

When my parents moved to Baton Rouge there was a 
housing shortage as a result of the war. They felt fortunate 
to fi nd a small home on Eugene Street that backed up to 
the railroad tracks. The neighborhood was full of boys my 
age and we spent our summer days climbing trees, shooting 
BB guns, looking for snakes and most importantly, placing 
pennies on the rail tracks to fi nd them fl attened (which 
seemed to delight us). Sometimes we trespassed into Mrs. 
Dagget’s woods where we played Tarzan, swung from vines 
and tried out our bows and arrows. Our mothers liked 
to take the train to New Orleans to shop at Godchaux’s, 
D.H. Holmes and Adler’s with lunch at Galatoire’s before 
returning to Baton Rouge on the 3:30 p.m. train. My 
sister, Betty, and I were always 
excited to watch for mother 
from our backyard as she 
waved to us from the train 
on her return from shopping 
with her friends.

I went to Highland School, 
where I had my fi rst taste of 
red beans and rice, and then 
on to Walnut Hills, Westdale 
Jr. High and Baton Rouge 
High.

The fi rst real job I had was 
to be a counselor at Camp 
Mountain Lake in Tracy 
City, Tenn. Col. Reynolds 
was the director and a no-
nonsense taskmaster. I still 

quiver at the thought of forgetting to refi ll the Kool-Aid 
container on Parents Visitation Day. His scolding was one 
as memorable as George Patton’s to his troops.

At LSU, I had the great fortune to inherit the job of 
Kappa Alpha laundry man, delivering and picking up my 
fraternity brothers’ laundry to Highland Laundry near the 
gates of LSU. In those days, male students wore starched 
oxford cloth shirts to class and, of course, to the games.  
I kept this job throughout college and law school, which 
paid for all the dates Becki and I had on weekends.

My major at LSU was accounting, where I somehow 
managed to graduate, while 
having had remarkable 
weekends at parties, dancing 
to the sounds of new bands 
such as The Beatles, The 
Rolling Stones and most 
signifi cantly, having Otis 
Redding performing at our 
Old South Ball just months 
before his death. Much to 
the dismay of my parents, 
I bought a 250 Honda 
Motorcycle (as was the 
craze of the time) and kept it 
until I fi nally realized it just 
might be the end of me. I 
remained in ROTC for four 
years, going to drill every 
Tuesday and Thursday, while 
Vietnam was looming in the 

Brig. Gen. W. Arthur Abercrombie, Gov. Edwin W. Edwards and President 
George H. W. Bush are pictured above (L to R) after Hurricane Andrew in 1992. 
Abercrombie (on p. 20), an Army National Guard retiree, is photographed 
near the Old Arsenal Museum on the grounds of the Louisiana State Capitol. 
He is seated on a cannon (circa 1779), which was used in the Battle of Baton 
Rouge in the War of the American Revolution.
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background of our lives.

Fortunately, Dean Hebert found me suitable enough to be 
included in the freshman Law Class of 1966. Becki had 
another year in undergraduate school, and I promised her 
marriage when she earned her degree. She kept me to my 
word, and we were married on her graduation day in May 
of 1967.

After law school, I had a four year commitment to the 
military and was accepted into the Judge Advocate 
General’s Corps. I remember the day we drove out of 
Baton Rouge feeling “all grown up” at ages 24 and 25 
on our way to Charlottesville, Va., to the JAG school. 
Becki and I naively assumed the Army would assign us 
to Europe where our friends Paul and Ann Marks were 
already posted in Germany. Instead, our assignment was to 
be Fort Huachuca, Ariz., which seemed completely awful 
to Becki, so I requested another assignment. I remember 
the offi cer in Washington saying, “Son, we do happen to 
have ONE assignment open at Fort Bragg, N.C., in the 
82nd Airborne Division. (I would be required to become 
a paratrooper with a whopping $110 extra a month while 
being Airborne qualifi ed.) Becki thought that was quite 
exciting, as it added a great deal to our Captain’s salary.  
She thought we were headed to the mountains of North 
Carolina and was a bit shocked to fi nd the 
base situated in the fl at and sandy Piedmont 
of the state. We had a ball at Fort Bragg! 
I jumped out of airplanes and helicopters, 
spent a lot of time at the Offi cer’s Club, 
which offered 25 cent drinks, and we made 
a lot of great friends. I received excellent 
legal experience, along with a group of 
30 fellow JAG offi cers. War protesters 
came on post with Jane Fonda and Dick 
Gregory leading the charge. Merle Haggard 
responded giving a concert featuring his 
new hit, “Fighting Side of Me.” After a year, 
I ultimately got orders to Vietnam, assigned 
to the 173rd Airborne Brigade. Becki and 
our fi ve-month-old son, Stewart, moved to 
Houston to live with her sister and brother-
in-law while I was away. After Vietnam, we 
had another year and a half and requested 
Fort Monmouth, N.J., where we enjoyed 
the proximity to New York City and the 
Jersey shore.

I suppose one of the most exciting moments 
in my life was the call from Frank Middleton 
offering me a position with Taylor Porter 
Brooks & Phillips upon completion of my 
military duty. The offer of $12,600 starting 
salary was more than we could have hoped 
for. We couldn’t wait to return to Baton 

Rouge to be with our old friends and family. John Tharp, 
John Campbell and Clay Johnson advised us on purchasing 
a home and were a bit concerned that we were paying 
$37,500 for our fi rst house, a price they felt too steep for 
a beginning attorney.

Early in my career at Taylor Porter, I received what I 
consider to be a three-week cram course in professionalism. 
I worked alongside Frank Middleton, my senior partner, 
on a jury trial in a very hotly contested case with Buck 
Kleinpeter as the opposing counsel. The litigants were at 
each other’s throats in a most vicious manner; however, 
for three weeks I was fortunate to observe Frank and Buck 
treat each other and the Court with the utmost respect. 
Their respect for each other was genuine. This made an 
indelible mark on me on how I was to treat opposing 
counsel in lawsuits. I hope I lived up to their example and 
wish that every attorney could have that experience.

While practicing law, I joined the Army National Guard 
as a Judge Advocate, drilling at Jackson Barracks in 
New Orleans, with a great group of attorneys. Later in 
my career, I became Deputy Commander of the Army 
National Guard.  During what ultimately added up to 28 
years in the volunteer Army, there were many memorable 
calls to action, including the Oakdale Prison riots over 
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the Thanksgiving Holidays in 1987, and the 1989 Exxon 
explosion on Christmas Eve. In 1990, 60 percent of the 
Louisiana Guard was mobilized for Operation Desert 
Storm. Hurricane Andrew ravaged the state in August of 
1992. President Bush arrived and I was assigned to escort 
the President and Gov. Edwards to view the destruction in 
South Louisiana. The President was a good sport while the 
Governor entertained him with some of his notable humor! 
While spending two weeks in Panama, a call home did not 
go well. It was nine degrees in Baton Rouge, Becki had the 
fl u and our pipes were frozen. (I was headquartered at the 
Panama Hilton.)

Being a partner at Taylor Porter has been one of the most 
gratifying experiences of my life. I have had the privilege 
to work with the fi nest, have had mentors that had the 
patience to teach me the nuances of the courtroom, and 
clients that have allowed me to represent them to the best 
of my ability. I especially enjoyed being in the courtroom 
and fi nd it unfortunate that so many cases no longer get 
to the courtroom where attorneys can exhibit their best in 
the law. At Taylor Porter we become friends, work hard 
and have lots of laughs. Somehow I was elected managing 
partner near the end of my career, which proved to be 
challenging, with Katrina devastating New Orleans and 
fi nding so many of our Louisiana Bar clamoring to fi nd 

space to keep their practices going. The Baton Rouge Bar 
stepped up to the plate and welcomed the attorneys as 
they waited for their practices to get back on track.
  
My favorite leisure activity is duck hunting at Pecan Island 
at the Section 14 Duck Club. Becki says I spend most of 
the year thinking about hunting. Three months of the year 
I enjoy great hunting with friends and watching my dog, 
Pepper, retrieve ducks. An afternoon nap is derigueur, 
followed by a night of camaraderie with members and 
their guests.

The question I am asked most often is, “What in the world 
do you do now that you are retired?” It is simple, I love 
not having to wake up to the alarm clock. I keep busy in 
my study at home, as paperwork doesn’t end with work. 
Becki and I spend a great deal of time in Bay St. Louis, 
where we renovated a home after Katrina. Retirement 
is great and I haven’t had any adjustment. I do manage 
to get to lunch for chicken and dumplings with Skip on 
some Thursdays and enjoy lunch with the fi rm on Fridays 
(when we are in town). Then I say my goodbyes and head 
home for a nice afternoon nap!

What I’ve learned is hard work and working with many 
outstanding attorneys adds up to a great career.
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A fresh-faced LSU student with 
a passion for politics and budding 
interest in law was at a crossroads. 
Bryan Jeansonne’s undergrad career 
was rapidly reaching its close, and his 
post-graduate education plans remained 
uncertain. With careful thought and 
tireless research, Jeansonne fi nally 
made the decision to attend law school 
at Loyola University New Orleans. 

“I worked as a runner at Taylor 
Porter in college, so I had an idea about 
what the practice of law was like,” he 
said. “But even through law school, 
I still wasn’t sure I wanted to be a 
lawyer.”

It wouldn’t be until the beginning 
of his law career when Jeansonne 
discovered his passion for the profession. 
After his fi rst job, he said he was certain he could spend 
the remainder of his working life as a lawyer. 

After a few, fruitful career endeavors, including 
working with the John Kennedy for U.S. Senate campaign, 
Jeansonne is now a founding partner of the Doré Jeansonne 
law fi rm. His areas of practice include real estate, campaign 
and election, and corporate law. 

“In my practice, I’m constantly learning new things 
and helping people, which are both very rewarding and 
fulfi lling,” he said. 

Jeansonne also serves as the BRBA 2013 Law Expo 
Committee chair, where he oversees event coordination 
and sponsorships efforts. The Fall Expo & Conference, 
Thursday, Oct. 3, offers CLE seminars for attorneys, a 
tradeshow, a luncheon featuring a keynote speaker and a 
reception. 

Jeansonne aspires for record attendance at this 
year’s event. He said moving the expo to a new location, 
L’Auberge Casino & Hotel, and a new time, from 
early morning to afternoon, will make the event more 
entertaining and accessible. 

“We’re hoping that lawyers will fi nish their work in 
the morning, then spend the afternoon earning their CLE 
hours, talking to vendors and socializing with us at the 

Fall Expo & Conference,” he said.
The presence of the vendors, offering 

products and services that make practicing 
law easier and more time effi cient, is one 
of the reasons Jeansonne decided to assist 
with the event.  

Jeansonne stressed the importance 
of balancing a professional career and 
personal life as a lawyer. He said the 
biggest obstacle for young lawyers today 
is overcoming the temptation to work 
constantly and avoiding becoming “burned 
out” early on in their careers.

“While their dedication is admirable, 
it’s important to have activities and interests 
outside of work,” he said. 

In his spare time, Jeansonne enjoys 
spending time with friends and family, 
watching movies or indulging in one of his 

favorite TV franchises – Law & Order. 
However, even with the stress work can sometimes 

bring, Jeansonne urges college undergrads to attend 
law school. “Go to law school, but keep student loans 
to a minimum,” he said. “I don’t think a law degree 
has ever hurt someone’s career or made a candidate less 
desirable.”

Jeansonne recalled his own time spent studying and 
preparing outlines for fi rst-year law exams, an experience 
he described as “very new and intimidating,” but 
benefi cial.

Even though Jeansonne eventually decided to pursue 
a law career, the political science alumni is still open to the 
possibility of running for political offi ce. 

“I would defi nitely consider running for offi ce, if the 
opportunity presented itself and if I felt like it was a time 
and place where I could lead effectively,” he said. In the 
future, Jeansonne hopes to see Louisiana Gov. Bobby 
Jindal or, secondarily, Florida Gov. Jeb Bush win the next 
presidential election. 

In the meantime, Jeansonne plans to expand his fi rm 
to the New Orleans market and add at least two more 
associates to its roster. 

attorney
 spotlight
BY DAVID JONES

Interview with 2013 Law Expo 
Chair Bryan Jeansonne

Bryan Jeansonne

Register for the Fall Expo & Conference
at L’AUBERGE CASINO & HOTEL BATON ROUGE, 11 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

BRBA members can earn 3.0 hours of CLE credit, enjoy a luncheon with keynote speaker Chief Justice Johnson, 
visit with exhibitors, win great door prizes and attend a reception! See you there.
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foundation footnotes
PRO BONO PROJECT REPORT FOR JULY

The Pro Bono Project is fi nancially assisted by the Interest on Lawyers’ 
Trust Accounts (IOLTA) Program of the Louisiana Bar Foundation; 
Southeast Louisiana Legal Services; Family, District and City Court 
Filing Fees and the Baton Rouge Bar Foundation. 

PRO BONO PROJECT REPORT

We would like to thank all of our Pro Bono Project 
volunteers for their contributions during July.

The Thirst for Justice solo practitioner volunteers in 
July were Terry Bonnie, Claire Bergeron, Hansel Harlan, 
Byron Kantrow, Juli Keenan, Glenn Marcel and Jimmy 
Zito. Thirst for Justice volunteers practicing with a fi rm 
were Brandi Cole, Phelps Dunbar; Renee Crasto, C. Kevin 

Hayes, Robert Wooley, Adams and Reese; and Bill Davis, 
McGlinchey Stafford, PLLC.

The Ask-A-Lawyer volunteers were Jim Austin, Adams 
and Reese; Jennifer Dietz, Preis Gordon; Juli Keenan; 
Glenn Marcel; Paul Matzen; and Peter Ryan. 

The Self Help Resource Center attorney volunteers 
were Samantha R. Ackers; Terry Bonnie; Ryan Brown, 
Roedel, Parsons; Nicolette Colly, La. Dept. of Justice; 
Raushanah Hunter; Judy Martin, Franciscan Legal 

Services; Tracy Morganti, Adams and Reese; 
Lauren Nero; Jennifer Gauthreaux Prescott, 
deGravelles, Palmintier, Holthaus & Fruge; 
James Rourk; and Sarah Thigpen, LeClere 
Law Firm.

The following volunteers accepted 
pro bono cases in July: Ryan Brown, 
Roedel, Parsons; Kent DeJean, Losavio & 
DeJean; Gary McKenzie, Steffes, Vingiello 
& McKenzie; Amy Counce; Ayn Stehr; 
Deborah Berthelot, Big River Title, LLC; 
Brian Prendergast, Prendergast Law Firm, 
LLC; Douglas Olsen, Dudley DeBosier 
Injury Lawyers; and Rolando Urbina. 

a Bronze Sponsor of the 2013 BRBA Fall Expo & Conference

DIGITAL 
IMAGING & 
RECORDING 
SOLUTIONS

12113 Industriplex Blvd.  

Baton Rouge, LA 70809

(225) 755-8232 Phone

(225) 755-8295 Fax
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The Baton Rouge Bar Foundation is dedicated to improving equal access to justice for all. Our Pro Bono Project volunteers provide critical legal services for poor 
people in our community struggling with some of life’s most diffi cult problems: family disintegration, loss of housing, loss of income through disability and domestic 
violence. Recognizing that there is no “one-size-fi ts-all” approach to pro bono and that attorneys have varying interests and needs, the Baton Rouge Bar Foundation, 
is sponsoring this Pro Bono CLE Palooza offering a variety of ways to match our volunteers’ time and talent with our community’s need for pro bono representation.

The Pro Bono CLE Palooza is offered free of charge. Select the seminars that interest you and agree to accept two cases from the Pro Bono Project between Oct. 1, 
2013 and March 31, 2014, and you will be able to earn up to 4.0 hours of CLE credit FREE. Attorneys not wishing to accept two pro bono cases between Oct. 1, 2013, 
and March 31, 2014, may attend at a cost of $200.

Course offerings:
SESSION 1
1:00 - 3:00 p.m.  Family Law — Divorce and Uncontested Custody — Speaker: Wendy Edwards, Dampf, Thibaut & Hessburg

1:00 - 3:00 p.m. SSI-SSDI — Speaker: Sarah Campbell, Southeast Louisiana Legal Services

1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Bankruptcy Basics — Speakers: David Hansen, Southeast Louisiana Legal Services, 
  and U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Douglas Dodd

SESSION 2
3:15 - 4:15 p.m. Consumer / Collections — Speakers: Pamela Moran; Steven Reed, Southeast Louisiana Legal Services, 
  and Garth Ridge, Attorney at Law

3:15 - 4:15 p.m. Handling the Small Succession — Speaker: Kathy Underwood, Underwood Law Firm

GENERAL CLOSING SESSION
4:30 - 5:30 p.m. Writing Law’s Little Instruction Book — A Collaborative Look at Professionalism 
  — Speakers: Kenneth A. Mayeaux, LSU Paul M. Hebert Law Center, and Emily Ziober, Attorney at Law

5:30 p.m.   Networking Reception and Century Club Awards — Sponsored by the Baton Rouge Bar Foundation

REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  Oct. 14, 2013. Please call 225-344-4803 for a form or register online at www.BRBA.org.

Pro Bono CLE Palooza
oct. 18, 2013  •  the family court of East baton rouge parish  •  Call 225-344-4803 to Register
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Duty Court 
Schedule Calendar of Events

*Unless otherwise noted, all meetings will 
be held at the Baton Rouge Bar offi ce.

For classifi ed or display ad rates, 
contact Pamela at (225) 214-5560 

or email: pamela@BRBA.org

Classifi eds

October 2013

LAW OFFICE SHERWOOD FOREST AREA., 
ideal for solo practitioner up to three offi ces with 
room for secretary. Common offi ce building 
with three attorneys. Ample parking. High 
ceilings. Includes water, lawn, and electricity. 
Phone system in place and included. Copier/
Fax/Internet included. Pricing from $550. Call 
Greg at 225-266-4130 to see.

O F F I C E  S P A C E  A V A I L A B L E
for rent in downtown Baton Rouge law offi ce.  
Amenities include telephone system; security 
system; access to reception area, conference 
room, kitchen and parking. Utilities included. 
Call (225) 346-8777.

B ATO N  R O U G E  O F F I C E  S PA C E :
Established fi rm; 201 Napoleon St., Downtown 
near 19th JDC and Federal courthouses, 
area for support staff, off-street parking, 
conference room, copier, phone, fax, internet, 
etc. Some over-fl ow work available. Call Scott 
Gegenheimer: 225-346-8722.

REGISTER TODAY FOR THE  BRBA 
FALL EXPO & CONFERENCE!

Thursday, Oct. 3, 2013
11 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

L’Auberge Casino & Hotel BR
Keynote Speaker:

La. Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Bernette Joshua Johnson

See the registration form on page 6
or go online: www.BRBA.org

1

2

9

16

23 

30 

19THJDC CIVIL COURT
Sept. 23-Oct. 4 Judge Fields
Oct. 7-Oct. 18 Judge Morvant
Oct. 21- Nov. 1 Judge Kelley

19TH JDC CRIMINAL COURT***
Sept. 27-Oct. 4 Judge Marabella
Oct. 4-Oct. 11 Judge Anderson
Oct. 11-Oct. 18 Judge Erwin
Oct. 18-Oct. 25 Judge Jackson
Oct. 25-Nov. 1 Judge Daniel

BATON ROUGE CITY COURT*
Sept. 30-Oct. 6 Judge Temple
Oct. 7-Oct. 13 Judge Wall
Oct. 14-Oct. 20 Judge Alexander
Oct. 21-Oct. 27 Judge Ponder
Oct. 28-Nov. 3 Judge Davis

FAMILY COURT**
Sept. 30-Oct. 4 Judge Day
Oct. 7-Oct. 11 Judge Lassalle
Oct. 14-Oct. 18 Judge Baker
Oct. 21-Oct. 25 Judge Woodruff-White
Oct. 28-Nov. 1 Judge Day

JUVENILE COURT
Oct. 1-Oct. 31  Judge Richey

NOTE:  Duty Court changes at 5 p.m. each Friday unless 
otherwise specifi ed.
*City Court’s Duty Court schedule changes each Monday at 
8 a.m.
**Family Court’s Duty Court schedule changes at 4 p.m. each 
Friday
***19th JDC Criminal Court changes each Friday at noon

COURT HOLIDAY
Monday, Oct. 14                  Columbus Day

Ongoing: Every Wednesday & Thursday, 3-5 p.m., 
Thirst for Justice takes place at St. Vincent de Paul.

Ongoing: Every Tuesday & Thursday, 
10 a.m.-2 p.m., Self Help Resource Center,19th JDC

1  1  YLS Council meeting, 12-1 p.m.

3  3  Fall Expo & Conference, L’Auberge 
 Casino & Hotel Baton Rouge, 
 expo: 11 a.m.; lunch: 11:45 a.m.

6  6  Annual Fall Judge’s Conference, 
 Loews Hotel, New Orleans

7  7  Annual Fall Judge’s Conference, 
 Loews Hotel, New Orleans

8  8  Annual Fall Judge’s Conference, 
 Loews Hotel, New Orleans;

 Finance meeting, 7:30 a.m.;

 Executive Committee meeting, 8 a.m.

9  9  Pro Bono Committee meeting, 12-1 p.m.

10  10  Access to Justice Conference, 
 Crowne Plaza

11  11  Access to Justice Conference, 
 Crowne Plaza

14  14  Publications Committee meeting, 
 12-1 p.m.

15  15  Belly Up with the Bar Committee 
 meeting, 12-1 p.m.

16  16  Ask-A-Lawyer legal clinic, 
 9-11:30 a.m., Catholic Charities;

 Public Law Practice Section CLE & 
 Meeting, 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m.;

 Board of Directors meeting, 5:45 p.m.,  
 Mansurs

17  17  Family Law Section meeting, 12-2 p.m.

18  18  Pro Bono CLE Palooza, The Family 
 Court of EBR Parish;

 “Go Casual for Pro Bono!” Day, 
 to benefi t the BRBF

19  19  Ask-A-Lawyer legal clinic, 
 9:30-11:30 a.m., Main Library 
 at Goodwood Blvd.

21  21  CLE Committee meeting, 12-1 p.m.

23  23  Youth Ed Committee meeting, 12-1 p.m.

24  24  LRIS Committee meeting, 12-1 p.m.;

 Business/Corporate Law Section 
 CLE, 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m.
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Take a 
pro bono 
case today!

Contact Robin at 225-214-5561 
(robin@brba.org) or 

Emily at 225-214-5558 
(emily@brba.org) to volunteer.

Go Casual... 
for pro bono
Oct. 18, 2013

a jeans day event to benefit
the BRBF Pro Bono Project

Contact Emily at 225-214-5558 
(emily@brba.org) for 
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