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REGULAR REGISTRATION: $45/hr. for BRBA members; $60/hr. for non-members after 
5 pm, Monday, Nov. 18, 2013.
LATE REGISTRATION:  $55/hr. for BRBA members; $70/hr. for non-members beginning 
at 5 pm Dec. 4, 2013. “No Shows” will be billed. To be considered registered, both 
payment and registration must be received by the BRBA offi ce. It is the policy of the BRBA 
CLE Committee that no refunds will be given for cancellations received within 48 hours prior 
to each seminar. Time is allowed for lunch on your own each day. Wireless access is available 
in the meeting room. Materials will be made available online in advance of  the seminar. 
Register online at www.BRBA.org.

CLE
BY THE HOUR

HOW TO REGISTER:  (1) REGISTER AND PAY ONLINE by credit card at www.brba.org; (2) MAIL this entire page, along with your payment, to: 
BRBA, P.O. Box 2241, Baton Rouge, LA 70821; or (3) FAX registration form and credit card information to 225-344-4805.

I am registering for _______ hours @ _____________ per hour = $___________ Total amount due
Name: _________________________________________________ Firm: _________________________________________ Bar Roll #: _________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________City: ______________________________State: _______ Zip: ____________

Phone: ________________________________Fax: ____________________________________ Email: ____________________________________________

Credit Card Account No.: ______________________________________ Expiration: __________________Type of Card:  (circle one)    MC    VISA    AmEx    Discover

Security Code: ________________  Name on Card: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Thursday, Dec. 5, 2013Thursday, Dec. 5, 2013
TIME CREDIT TOPIC PRESENTER

8-9 am 1.0 Professionalism** Eugene Groves
9:10-10:10 am  1.0 Long-term Prognosis of Soft 

    Tissue Injuries Robin Krumholt 
   & Dr. Jay Perniciaro

10:20-11:20 am 1.0 A Review of Open Records & 
    Public Meetings Law Emalie Boyce

11:30am-12:30 pm 1.0 IRS Collections: Options 
    & Obstacles Cary & Angie Bryson

1:30-2:30 pm 1.0 Professionalism Jeopardy** Kelly Legier 
   & Sandra Diggs-Miller

2:40-3:40 pm 1.0 Products Liability for Inherently
    Dangerous Products James d’Entremont

3:50-4:50 pm 1.0 Ethics*  Judge John 
   Michael Guidry

5-6 pm 1.0 Traps for the Unwary in
    Divorce Litigation Jeffrey Wittenbrink

6:10-7:10 pm 1.0 Forensic Accounting Update Tuan Pham

8-9 am 1.0 Criminal Law Updates Kurt Wall
9:10-10:10 am  1.0 Common Ethical Mistakes in Legal 

  Marketing ... and How to Avoid Them* 
   Richard Lemmler

10:20-11:20 am 1.0 Bankruptcy Ryan Richmond
11:30am-12:30 pm 1.0 Recent Developments in

    Successions & Donations Joseph Mengis
1:30-2:30 pm 1.0 La. Mineral Rights Keith Hall
2:40-3:40 pm 1.0 Professionalism: Ethel Graham 

    Political Correctness** & Tiffany Smith
 3:50-4:50 pm 1.0 Family Law Mike Aaron

8-9 am 1.0 Professionalism** Mark Plaisance
9:10-10:10 am  1.0 Evidence Johnny Joubert
10:20-11:20 am 1.0 Tax Consequences in Tort

    Recoveries Bill Potter
11:30am-12:30 pm 1.0 Special Education Law Danielle Munro
1:30-2:30 pm 1.0 A Primer on La.’s New Tax Credit

    Registry Act Chris Odinet
2:40-3:40 pm 1.0 Residential & Commercial Purchase 

  Agreements & Related Contracts Randy Roussel
3:50-4:50 pm 1.0 Understanding Employees’ Rights 

    to Overtime Under the Fair Labor 
    Standards Act Jerry Martin

5-6 pm 1.0 Professionalism** Judge Jay Zainey
6:10-7:10 pm 1.0 Ethics* Amy Groves Lowe

8-9 am 1.0 Law Practice Management:
    Going Paperless (LPM) ~ Brian Munson

9:10-10:10 am  1.0 Professionalism** Travis Broussard
10:20-11:20 am 1.0 10 Rules for Success Your Mom

    Taught You (LPM) ~ Ann Wise
11:30am-12:30 pm 1.0 How to Survive & Thrive as a 

    Solo or Small Firm David H. Ogwyn
1:30-2:30 pm 1.0 Ethics* Robert S. Kennedy Jr.
2:40-3:40 pm 1.0 DWI Checkpoints Franz Borghardt, 

   Steve Moore &  
   Carson Marcantel

3:50-4:50 pm 1.0 Recent Developments in
    Labor & Employment Law Levy Leatherman

TIME CREDIT TOPIC PRESENTER
8-9 am 1.0 Intro. to the Medicare Secondary

    Payer Act Rafael Gonzalez
9:10-10:10 am  1.0 Intro. to Mandatory Insurer 

    Reporting Rafael Gonzalez
10:20-11:20 am 1.0 Intro. to Conditional Payment 

    Resolution Rafael Gonzalez
11:30am-12:30 pm 1.0 Adv. Conditional Payment 

    Resolution Update Rafael Gonzalez
1:30-2:30 pm 1.0 Intro. to Medicare Set Asides Rafael Gonzalez
2:40-3:40 pm 1.0 Adv. Medicare Set Aside Update Rafael Gonzalez
3:50-4:50 pm 1.0 MSP & Settlements (Ethics)* Rafael Gonzalez
5-6 pm 1.0 Preparing for & Presenting Your

    Case at Mediation Paul Marks
6:10-7:10 pm 1.0 Professionalism of  Patrick Broyles &

    of Social Media** Abboud Thomas

*Ethics; **Professionalism, ~Law Practice Management
PLEASE CHECK YOUR REQUESTED SEMINARS:

Friday, Dec. 6, 2013Friday, Dec. 6, 2013

Thursday, Dec. 12, 2013Thursday, Dec. 12, 2013

Friday, Dec. 13, 2013Friday, Dec. 13, 2013

Thursday, Dec. 19, 2013Thursday, Dec. 19, 2013

Friday, Dec. 20, 2013Friday, Dec. 20, 2013
8-9 am 1.0 Professionalism** Charles R. Moore
9:10-10:10 am  1.0 Real Estate Clay Tanner
10:20-11:20 am 1.0 The ABCs of Inclusion: 

    A Professionalism Primer** I.J. Clark-Sam
11:30am-12:30 pm 1.0 Ethics* Murphy Foster III
1:30-2:30 pm 1.0 Business Valuation Update Ed Tatum
2:40-3:40 pm 1.0 Deformation Michael C. Palmintier
3:50-4:50 pm 1.0 Criminal Law & Procedure Cheney Joseph &

   Bernard Boudreaux

Friday, Dec. 27, 2013Friday, Dec. 27, 2013
8-9 am 1.0 Ethical Responsibilities of Supervising

    Non-Lawyers in Your Offi ce: An 
    Exploration of Ch. 5 of the La.*
    Rules of Prof. Conduct Robert Lancaster

9:10-10:10 am  1.0 Voir Dire Franz Borghardt
10:20-11:20 am 1.0 Professionalism:  Social Media

    for Lawyers** Amanda Stout
11:30am-12:30 pm 1.0 Civil Motions Scott Kaiser
1:30-2:30 pm 1.0 Ethics* Judge Tim Kelley
2:40-3:40 pm 1.0 Interdiction Issues & Procedures

    Particular to Younger Adults &
    Their Estates Todd Gaudin

3:50-4:50 pm 1.0 Trust Accounting:  Bank Records

Saturday, Dec. 28, 2013Saturday, Dec. 28, 2013
8-9 am 1.0 Ethics* Jennifer Durham
9:10-10:10 am  1.0 Professionalism:  

    Civility Matters** Jim George &
   Dale Baringer

10:20-11:20 am 1.0 Collections Garth Ridge
11:30am-12:30 pm 1.0 Ethics: Not Following the Rules* Judge Jessie LeBlanc
1-2 pm 1.0 Professionalism vs. Mayhem** Brian Coody
2-3 pm 1.0 Identity Theft (LPM) ~  Robert Woosley

Join us at the 
Renaissance Hotel BR

7000 Bluebonnet Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70810

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS:  
Martin’s Certifi ed Legal Nurse Consulting  •  Total Care Injury & Pain Centers
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On the cover:  

Musically talented members of the BRBA are featured on the 
cover of the December 2013 issue of Around the Bar magazine. 
See the article on page 17 written by Grant J. Guillot.

Photographed on stage at the Event Center of the L’Auberge 
Casino & Hotel Baton Rouge are (L to R, standing) Wendell 
Woods, Sonny Chastain, Glen Petersen, Jeff  Kooce and Michael 
Palmintier; (L to R, seated) Jill Craft, Grant J. Guillot, Steve Levine, 
Jim Standley and Attorney General Buddy Caldwell.

Cover photography by Pamela Labbe.
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IT ISN’T TOO EARLY 

TO START THINKING ABOUT

 

BENCH BAR 2014, 

which will be held in Point Clear, Ala., 

at the Grand Hotel Marriott 
Resort, Golf Club & Spa 

July 24-26, 2014. 
Call Marriott Central Reservations at 

1-800-544-9933 or book on-line at www.

marriottgrand.com. Hotel reservation 

room block code for BRBA members is: 

BAABAAA
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AROUND THE BAR supports participation of the membership in its production. We encourage the submission of articles and letters to the 
editor. Articles should be less than 2,000 words, typed and single-spaced. A Microsoft Word fi le should be e-mailed as an attachment to: 
pamela@BRBA.org. 

For advertising information call Pamela Labbe at 225-214-5560. Display ads should be high-resolution attachments (.PDF), and 
classifi ed ads as text only. Please email all ad artwork to pamela@brba.org. Publication of any advertisement shall not be considered an 
endorsement of the product or service involved. The editor reserves the right to reject any advertisement, article or letter. 

Copyright © by the Baton Rouge Bar Association. All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or part without permission is prohibited. To 
request permission or for more information, contact Pamela Labbe at 225-214-5560 or pamela@BRBA.org.

Pamela Labbe is the communications coordinator 
of the Baton Rouge Bar Association.

Vincent P. Fornias, an assistant editor of Around the Bar, is a solo 
practitioner whose practice focus is alternative dispute resolution.

contributors

Gail S. Stephenson, an assistant editor of Around the Bar and 
BRBA past president, is the director of legal analysis and writing 

and an associate professor of law at Southern University Law Center.

All Rights Reserved • Copyright ©2013
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letter from 
the president
BY MICHAEL S. WALSH Professionalism

PHOTO BY RCL PORTRAIT DESIGN

Way back when I was a baby lawyer I was always in 
awe of some, but not all, older lawyers. When these women 
and men stepped in front of the bar, other lawyers and 
common folks would come and quietly watch them ply their 
lawyerly trade.

Back then I really didn’t personally know any of these 
lawyers, but they were the real professionals, not only in 
how they practiced law, but in their ability to balance the 
challenges of litigation and somehow continue to do it 
in a courteous and professional way. Every one of these 
lawyers had his or her own style, but when it was over in 
the courtroom, the clients knew their lawyers had given it 
their all, and the opposing lawyers knew it had been a battle 
about the clients and not about personal issues between the 
lawyers.

One thing I remember about these great lawyers was if I 
ever had the most stupid legal question in the world, I could 
call them and I would get unlimited free legal advice. The 
advice would come without the admonition, “Well, if you 
looked in the Code, you’d would see that article such and 
such is directly on point.” Instead of pointing out that the 
answers were likely hidden in some law book, these lawyers 
would slow-walk me through the problem in a patient and 
thoughtful way without making me feel like the dummy I 
really was.  

It was during this time that I learned that lawyers were 
some of the most caring people in the world. It was later 
when younger lawyers honored me by calling for answer to 
ethical and legal questions that I felt like I’d arrived at being 
a real lawyer.

The fi rst time I had an ethical/legal problem that was 
never discussed in law school or covered by a footnote in 
one of those West books sitting on my shelves was when I 
found a loaded Browning 9-millimeter pistol on the fl oor 
of my offi ce after I’d taken a client down to be booked into 
downtown jail (now home to Baton Rouge City Court). 
The only thing I knew to do with the pistol was to unload 
it. I had no idea what I was ethically obligated to do with 
a potential piece of evidence in a pending criminal case 
against my client. My client may have discarded it before 
we headed off to jail, but I found it. Now did I have to turn 
it over to the cops?  

If you want to know what happened to the pistol, get 
on Westlaw and look the case up. It is a reported Louisiana 
Supreme Court case with the part of trial judge being played 
by former U. S. Attorney L.J. Hymel,  Kay Bates (as in Judge 
Bates) in the role of the Assistant District Attorney and 
David Price, now head of the Baton Rouge Capital Case 
Confl ict offi ce, performing as the appointed replacement 
lawyer for my client. If you factor into the problem that my 
client had been arrested for attempted second-degree murder 
(for allegedly shooting an LSU student in the face behind the 
old Bengal Bar on Highland Road with a 9 mm), you sort of 
get an idea the dilemma I was facing. There was no Chuck 

Plattsmier of the Offi ce of Disciplinary Counsel to call, the 
Rules of Professional Conduct had not been written and I’d 
been a lawyer such a short period of time that I didn’t even 
have my law license framed.  

After a very sleepless night of wondering if I should 
throw the gun in the river or put it in the fi le and not 
mention to the cops, I cold called Mr. Sam D’Amico and 
Nathan Fisher. I can tell you that neither of these guys knew 
me or the fact that I was even alive. Mr. Sam was the dean 
of the criminal defense bar and Nathan was one of the “go-
to” criminal defense lawyers in Baton Rouge. Since I had no 
money to hire my own lawyer, I was going to reluctantly ask 
for their help and offer to pay for their services over time. 
When I called them, they not only spoke with me but they 
helped me without charge with an extremely delicate ethical 
problem that is still the standard for “what to do with the 
client’s gun.”

Through the years, I’ve watched great lawyers reach 
down into the ranks of us simpletons and help younger (and 
some older) lawyers with ethical and professional problems.  
I remember dealing with Ralph Tyson (this is when he was 
Chief City Prosecutor and not Federal Judge Tyson). One of 
his assistant city prosecutors and I were locked in a battle 
over the admission of a piece of evidence in a dope case.  
The motion to suppress hearing was getting a bit tense and, 
being younger, thinner and having a whole lot more “T” 
than I needed, I thought I was going to come to blows with 
what I thought was a dimwitted assistant city prosecutor. 
It was at this time that Ralph quietly took me aside and 
counseled me on how to continue to act like a gentleman 
lawyer and still represent my client without having to take 
this lawyer outside the courtroom and pound him into 
the ground. Judge Tyson probably saved the assistant city 
prosecutor from a pounding and helped me keep my law 
license. Up until his death, every time I ever dealt with Judge 
Tyson, I was always amazed at how he treated everyone with 
courtesy and respect and how much I had learned from him. 
In those days, we didn’t have to take the mandatory one-
hour professionalism CLE, and I think the legal profession 
was better served. Older lawyers and judges taught me daily 
how to act professionally to the court, the public and my 
opponents. I have learned more about being a professional 
from other lawyers and judges than I’ll ever learn sitting 
in a professionalism class on how to “be nice.” I think it 
is time we go back to this tradition and do away with the 
mandatory professionalism class.

I wrote in last month’s column about how December is 
my favorite month of the year. If you’re smart, you’ll spend 
lots of your free time with your family and friends because 
you’ll never have time to recapture this time. Enjoy your 
holiday time off, be it for Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa 
or whatever, and on Jan. 2, get ready to start doing it all 
over again. 

Happy New Year!
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tales from
  the bar side
BY VINCENT P. FORNIAS Gross canard

I am quite confi dent that the fi rst waking thought of 
you, dear reader(s), is, “How, oh how, do the editors of 
Around the Bar come up with perfection, month after 
impeccable month?” In the best tradition of Edward 
Snowden, your faithful Co-Assistant (“co-ass.”) Editor 
has leaked below certain scintillating excerpts of a typical 
exchange earlier this year among members of the ATB 
Editorial Cabal  (“The C Guarantee”). Please control your 
oohs and ahhhs.

From: Pam Labbe; To: Editorial Cabal (Ed Walters, Art 
Vingiello, Gail Stephenson, yours truly)
Subject: Please proofread March ATB while you are catching 
beads for Mardi Gras!

From: Ed W.; To: Cabal
p.6- We should not start a sentence with the word “but.” 
Please put a comma or semicolon and make it one sentence. 
Sentences should never start with “but” or “however.”

From: Gail S.; To: Cabal
I guess I’m going to have to write a Gail’s Grammar column 

on sentences starting with “but.” Ed, none of the writing and 
usage books agree with you on that one.

From: Ed W.; To: Gail S.
Well, it’s okay if you are doing something colloquial, but not 
in normal, proper usage. In colloquial or casual writing it is 
ok. I was taught that “but” refers to the clause immediately 
before it, like “however.” Just the way I was taught.

From: Pam Labbe; To: Cabal
I just read a published empirical study yesterday. The author 
used “but” to begin his sentence.
 
From: Vince F.; To: Cabal
However, you people have WAY too much time on your 
hands.
 
From: Gail S.; To: Cabal
Bryan Garner, editor of Black’s Law Dictionary and A 
Dictionary of Modern Legal Usage, says: “It is a gross canard 
that beginning a sentence with ‘but’ is stylistically slipshod.

In fact, doing so is highly desirable in any number of contexts 
(blah, blah, blah...)”

Joseph M. Williams, author of Style: Ten Lessons 
in Clarity and Grace, says: “(Blah, blah, more 
blah)”
   
Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage 
says: “Part of the folklore of usage is the belief 
that there is something wrong with beginning
a sentence with ‘but.’”

Barbara Wallraff says this in Word Court:
“No one is going to force you to start sentences 
with conjunctions against your will.

But the tide of usage is against you. (Blah, blah, 
blah squared).” I could go on and on – I have 
about 20 grammar and usage books handy – 
but I think you get the idea.

From: Ed W.; To: Cabal
But, Gail, I don’t like them.

From: Art V.; To: Cabal
We should get a picture of this “gross canard” 
as I’m sure it is fair game in south Louisiana. I 
hear the season’s closed and da limit’s 2.

From: Vince F.; To: Cabal
But thanks for writing a future Tales for me.

So there you have it, dear reader(s), 
sausage being made. You have now been 
exposed to journalism in the raw — no ifs, 
ands, but maybe a couple of buts about 
it.

Relocating
or starting 

a new 
business?

New & 
pre-owned 

furniture

Locally 
owned

Office Furniture World

Coursey Blvd. at Stumberg Ln.

12944 Coursey Blvd.   |   Baton Rouge, LA   |   225.751.4024
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ipse dixit
BY ED WALTERS

Writing, Phaedrus, has this strange quality, and is very 
like painting; for the creatures of painting stand like living 
beings, but if one asks them a question, they preserve a 
solemn silence. And so it is with written words; you might 
think they spoke as if they had intelligence, but if you 
question them, wishing to know about their sayings, they 
always say only one and the same thing. And every word, 
when once it is written, is bandied about, alike among 
those who understand and those who have no interest in it, 
and it knows not to whom to speak or not to speak; when 
ill-treated or unjustly reviled it always needs its father to 
help it; for it has no power to protect or help itself.

 — Socrates, 468 B.C.-339 B.C.

Socrates, the ancient Greek philosopher, with whose 
teaching methods we are all all too familiar, was no fan of 
the written word. Socrates’ argument was that the written 
word cannot defend itself in dialogue, and thus cannot 
effectively teach anything worth knowing, 
because only through back-and-forth 
discussion and rhetorical argument can true 
knowledge be conveyed. 

Had Socrates been around in 1439 
when Gutenberg invented mechanical 
movable-type printing, he would not have 
been happy, despite the fact that Gutenberg’s 
invention allowed the spread of knowledge 
to the masses.

Socrates’ concerns have been constantly 
repeated, with each generation reimagining 
the dangerous impact of new technology. 
The “older” generation warns against every 
new technology and bemoans that society is 
abandoning the “wholesome” media it grew 
up with, seemingly unaware that that same 
technology was considered to be harmful 
when it was fi rst introduced.  

When radio arrived, it was predicted 
that it would distract children from reading 
and inevitably diminish their performance 
in school by causing them to neglect 
their schoolwork due to the compelling 
excitement of the loudspeaker.

Television caused widespread concern 
as well, and opponents voiced concerns 
about how television might hurt radio, 
conversation, reading, family living and 
result in the further deterioration of 

From Socrates and Gutenberg to 
Newsweek and Around the Bar?
A word from a reluctant Luddite

American culture. (That concern may still be debatable 
in our world of 500 cable channels with nothing worth 
watching.)

Well, here we are again – only now it’s the digitization 
of our reading material.  

Newsweek magazine was one of the most important 
sources of news to many American families from 1933 to 
2012.  Now Newsweek is gone.  It couldn’t keep up in our 
24/7 digital world.

Will Around the Bar face the same fate? Let’s hope 
not.

Recently there was a suggestion by some on our Board 
of Directors to ask you to send a postcard to the BRBA 
offi ce if you wanted to continue to receive Around the Bar 
in your mailbox.  I was opposed to that proposal. It would 
be the death knell of our magazine. If you failed to request 
mail delivery, all you would receive is an email notice that 
the current issue was available online. Delete.

I don’t mean to be a Luddite, but I just don’t think 
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we’re ready for that yet. Many of the magazines to which 
I subscribe I prefer to read digitally – the colors are 
more vibrant, I can adjust the size of the font and I can 
easily move about the site (plus now there’s often a video 
attached to the story). Some other magazines I prefer to 
read on paper because the quality of the online version is 
not so user-friendly. 

One survey conducted by the Baton Rouge Bar 
Association some time ago revealed that 90 percent of our 
members read approximately 90 percent of Around the 
Bar within the fi rst week of its arrival. Impressive. Will 
they continue to do so if it is digital-only? Maybe, but I 

To no longer receive 
Around the Bar 

through the mail, 
send an email to Susan 

at susan@brba.org 
and your name will 
be removed from 
our mailing list. 
Every member 

automatically receives an 
email when the new issue 

of Around the Bar 
is available online. 

doubt it. An email is too easy to delete – not so a magazine 
sitting on the corner of your desk.

Once our culture arrives closer to the point at which 
everyone reads everything digitally, the timing will be right 
for a change. That time is not yet here.

We have adopted a middle-ground policy. On this page 
(below), you will see a box with instructions outlining 
what you can do if you no longer wish to receive a paper 
copy of Around the Bar. If you follow the instructions, 
we will no longer mail it to you. Instead, you will receive 
an email notice when each new issue is available to read 
online. We hope you will.

OYEZ, OYEZ, OYEZ — THE GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY 
Seventh Edition of The Pocket Constitutionalist is now available at Claitor’s 
Law Books and Publishing Division. Here is a painstaking production that 
puts at your fi ngertips the individual rights opinions of the Supreme Court 
of the United States all neatly formatted to fi t one page apiece. Some 376 
LSU Law alumni have contributed to Professor Baier’s “little book of the 
Constitution” over the course of a generation. Their names are listed in the 
book’s Table of Authors. The book reduces 16,558 pages of United States 
Reports to 376 one-page digests, from Calder v. Bull (1798) to last Term’s 
United States v. Windsor (2013). The book is soft-cover, bound in gold 
stock. The frontispiece is a photograph of the Constitution of the United 
States, signed “Hugo L. Black.”  

Get yourself one.  http://www.claitors.com
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Contact Kyle Talbert for details:Contact Kyle Talbert for details:
225-490-3101  •  KTalbert@mbobr.com225-490-3101  •  KTalbert@mbobr.com

*
*Available for qualifi ed customers only.
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bar news
BY PAMELA LABBE

BRBA members Go Casual for Pro Bono 

The BRBF Pro Bono Project hosted the Pro Bono 
CLE Palooza Friday, Oct. 18, 2013, at the Family Court 
of East Baton Rouge. Following the CLE presentations, a 
reception and awards ceremony was held for the attendees. 
Those attorney volunteers who had reached milestones 
regarding their donated pro bono hours were honored 
with certifi cates or plaques. 

During the reception, Marcia Burden received the 
Century Club Award; Hany Zohdy and Kenneth A. 
Mayeaux each received Double Century Club Awards; 
and Gary K. McKenzie received an award for contributing 
1,100 hours of pro bono service. BRBA President-elect 
Darrel J. Papillion presented the awards to the recipients.

Also BRBA members were encouraged to Go Casual 
for Pro Bono by donating funds toward the BRBF and 
could wear jeans to their workplace. This fundraiser/
competition raised $2,400. The top fundraisers in each 
category are as follows: Taylor, Porter, Brooks & Phillips, 
LLP (large); The Family Court of East Baton Rouge 

Judge Lisa Woodruff -White, Jeff rey Wittenbrink, Judge Charlene Day and 
Gary McKenzie attended the reception that followed the BRBF Pro Bono CLE 
Palooza, which took place Friday, Oct. 18, 2013.
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BRBA President-elect Darrel J. Papillion presents the Double Century Club 
Award to Hany Zohdy for his contribution of 200 pro bono hours.
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FORMER SOCIAL SECURITY JUDGE 
PETER J. LEMOINE

Social Security Disability Law
Offi ces in Alexandria, Baton Rouge, Cottonport

Adjunct Professor (1994-1997), Northwestern State University

MEMBER:  American Bar Association, Louisiana State Bar Association, Baton Rouge Bar Association,
Avoyelles Parish Bar Association, National Organization of Social Security Claimant Representatives, 

Legal Services for Purposes of Disability Committee (Louisiana State Bar Association).

PUBLISHED ARTICLES:  “The Worn-Out Worker Rule Revisited,” 
“Signifi cant Work-Related Limitations of Function Under §12.05C,” 

“Questionable Retirement and the Small Business Owner,”
“Crisis of Confi dence: The Inadequacies of Vocational Evidence Presented at Social Security Disability Hearings.”

225-922-4551

Practicing Law in Baton Rouge
U.S. District Court for the Middle District of Louisiana

Dec. 16, 2013
Followed by the

Admission to the Courts Ceremony

For more information,contact Ann K. Gregorie
at 225-214-5563 or ann@brba.org

(medium); and Judge Melvin Shortess (Ret.) (small/solo). 
Special thanks to Pro Bono Coordinator Emily Chambers 
who spearheaded this project. The BRBF Pro Bono 
Project wishes to thank all who participated in this Jeans 
Day event and made donations, including Phelps Dunbar; 
Taylor, Porter, Brooks & Phillips, LLP; Kean Miller; Baton 
Rouge City Court; Shows, Cali & Walsh; McGlinchey 
Stafford; Baker Donelson; The Juvenile Court; The Family 
Court of East Baton Rouge; Southeast Louisiana Legal 
Services; Walters Papillion Thomas Cullens; Division of 
Administrative Law (Baton Rouge offi ce); Judge Melvin 
Shortess (Ret.); Akers & Wisbar; Legal Espresso; Garth 
Ridge; and Pierce & Shows.

Photographed (L to R) are Richard F. “Dick” Knight; Anne-Gwin Duval, who 
accepted the award on behalf of her father, the Hon. Stanwood R. Duval 
Jr., LSU Law Center Chancellor Jack M. Weiss, Vice Chancellor for Academic 
Aff airs Cheney C. Joseph Jr., Marilyn C. Maloney, and Michael A. Patterson 
at the LSU Law Center 2013 Distinguished Alumnus and Distinguished 
Achievement Awards Dinner Friday, Nov. 1, 2013, at the Hilton Baton Rouge 
Capitol Center.

BRBA Volunteers 
helped with Habitat 
for Humanity’s 300th 
house in Baton 
Rouge Saturday, 
Nov. 2, at Habitat 
North Community 
in Scotlandville. 
Photographed are 
Julie Baxter, Jeanne 
Rougeau, Erik Kjeldsen, 
Jennifer Prescott and 
Francisca Comeaux.

PHOTO BY CAROLE McGEHEE
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PEOPLE FOR $ALE: 
AN OVERVIEW OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING  BY KATHERINE K. GREEN

In this day and age, most people have heard something 
about human traffi cking, or what is more commonly 
referred to as “modern day slavery.”1 Last year, the 
Department of State estimated that as many as 27 million 
people around the world are 
human-traffi cking victims.2 
Perhaps this should not be 
surprising considering human 
traffi cking is also the fastest 
growing crime in the world. 
In fact, behind the illegal 
drug trade, human traffi cking 
is tied with arms dealing as 
the second largest criminal 
industry in the world.3 

Unlike guns and drugs, 
which can be sold only 
once, people — the human 
traffi cker’s product — can 
be sold over and over again, 
making this a highly lucrative business. And, while some 
may believe that human traffi cking is a problem that 
occurs only overseas as depicted in movies such as Taken 
or Slumdog Millionnaire, this crime knows no boundaries, 
affecting every population, including the United States. 
However, on both the federal and state level, tough laws 
are in place to deter and punish those engaged in this 
9.8 billion dollar industry and to assist their victims in 
reclaiming their lives. 

What is human traffi cking?
Congress fi rst made human traffi cking a federal 

criminal offense in 2000 with the Traffi cking Victims 
Protection Act (TVPA).4 In its simplest terms, human 
traffi cking is the exploitation of human beings through 
force (e.g., torture, confi nement, forced use of drugs), 
fraud (e.g., misrepresentation of work conditions or job), 
or coercion (e.g., threats of harm to family or victim, 
withholding travel documents, verbal and psychological 
abuse) to perform labor, commercial sex acts or both.

The TVPA divides human traffi cking into labor and 
sex traffi cking. Labor traffi cking is succinctly defi ned as 
“the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or 
obtaining of a person for labor or services, through the use 
of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of subjection to 
involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery.”5 
Cases of forced labor have involved domestic servitude,6  
and forced labor in sweatshops7 and the service industry.8  

Sex traffi cking is defi ned as “the recruitment, 
harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of 
a person for the purpose of a commercial sex act.”9 A 
commercial sex act is any sex act where something of 

value is given or received by 
any person. This includes 
stripping, pornography and 
prostitution. Unlike forced 
labor, under federal law, if 
a victim of sex traffi cking 
has not attained the age of 
18, the prosecution does not 
need to prove force, fraud or 
coercion.10  

Although its name 
suggests otherwise, movement 
and transportation are not 
necessary elements to prove 
a human traffi cking case. 
Often confused, human 
traffi cking and human 

smuggling are distinct crimes. Human traffi cking is a 
crime against the person, where an individual is using 
force, fraud or coercion to compel another to engage in 
an activity. Human-traffi cking victims do not consent to 
their situations. In contrast, smuggling is a crime against a 
sovereignty that requires the movement or transportation 
of another person across a country’s borders.11 Persons 
who are smuggled generally consent to the movement 
and have paid large sums of money to their smuggler (or 
“coyote”) to move them across the country’s border.12 
However, it is possible for an individual who is smuggled 
across a country’s borders to become a human-traffi cking 
victim. 

Human traffi cking is also distinguishable from 
prostitution. Unlike prostitution, which involves choice 
on the part of the prostitute, persons required to engage in 
commercial sex acts at the hands of traffi ckers are forced 
or coerced to perform such actions.

Those who traffi c other human beings face steep 
criminal penalties under the current federal laws. An 
individual convicted of forcing another into labor faces a 
potential 20-year sentence. An individual who is convicted 
of sex traffi cking faces up to life imprisonment. In addition 
to these criminal penalties, human traffi ckers may also 
be civilly liable. For instance, human-traffi cking victims 
may seek civil remedies against their traffi ckers under 
various theories of recovery, including, but not limited to, 
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the TVPRA Civil Right of Action (18 U.S.C. § 1595), the 
Thirteenth Amendment, the Fair Labor Standards Act or 
Title VII. In addition, under 18 U.S.C. § 1593, human-
traffi cking victims are also entitled to court-ordered 
restitution equitable to the value of the victim’s services.

First federal conviction in Louisiana 
for human traffi cking

Last fall, the United States Attorney’s Offi ce for the 
Eastern District of Louisiana convicted the fi rst individual 
in Louisiana under the federal human traffi cking laws 
in United States v. Coriolant.13 The  case  involved  
domestic  minor  sex traffi cking at the hands of pimp. 
Pimps have been described as “the primary domestic sex 
traffi ckers” here  in  the  United  States, because they 
“target particularly vulnerable youth.” This  is especially 
concerning considering, “the National Center for  Missing  
and  Exploited Children has estimated that as many as 
100,000 children are exploited through prostitution every 
year.”14   

The defendant, Benson December Coriolant (a.k.a. 
“Haiti”), was in his late 20s when he met R.V., then only 
14 years old, in Orlando, Fla., where they both resided. 
Coriolant convinced R.V. that they had a romantic 
relationship and she was his girlfriend. He then recruited her 
to work as a prostitute. Coriolant proceeded to “groom” 
R.V., whereby he taught her how to perform certain sex 
acts, how to solicit clients, how much money to charge, 
where to deposit all money she earned from performing 
commercial sex acts and how to avoid apprehension from 
law enforcement. Using the Internet, Coriolant posted 
advertisements to solicit clients interested in having 
sex with a minor. Thereafter, Coriolant forced R.V. to 
engage in numerous sexual acts in exchange for money 
throughout the State of Florida and to give him, or one 
of his associates, all of the money she earned. Coriolant 
exercised controlled over his teenage victim’s behavior 
through the use of alcohol and mood-enhancing drugs. 

Ultimately, in March 2010 for the purpose of 
engaging in prostitution Coriolant brought R.V., then 
15, to Louisiana, where he once again placed Internet 
advertisements to solicit those specifi cally interested in 
having sex with a minor. Of the thousands of dollars that 
R.V. made, she was forced to deposit it all into a bank 
account solely for Coriolant’s use and to further document 
all of her daily expenses, such as food costs, for the 
traffi cker’s review. 

In April 2010 law enforcement found R.V. and sent 
her back to relatives in Florida. But, as is common in 
these cases, R.V. returned to Corialant, who once again 
forced her to prostitute herself. Within a month, Coriolant 
sent R.V. back to New Orleans to engage in prostitution. 
Shortly after her arrival and Coriolant’s posting of 
Internet advertisements, law enforcement arrested R.V. 
Ultimately, a federal jury convicted Coriolant of all four 
counts on which he was charged, including, sex traffi cking 

of children and conspiracy to commit sex traffi cking of 
children. In February 2013, U.S. District Judge Africk 
sentenced Coriolant to a 40-year prison sentence.15 The 
conviction of Coriolant was intended to send a message 
to those who think they can engage in human traffi cking 
in Louisiana.

Louisiana Legislature’s message to human traffi ckers:  
Our children are NOT for sale

Like our federal counterparts, the State of Louisiana 
has made the issue of human traffi cking a top priority, 
particularly when it comes to domestic minor sex 
traffi cking. In fact, last November Shared Hope 
International ranked Louisiana’s laws on domestic minor 
sex traffi cking the best in the country. With additional 
legislation passed this fall, Louisiana continues to raise 
the bar on this issue. 

Originally enacted in 2005, Louisiana’s human-
traffi cking statute is codifi ed at Louisiana Revised Statutes 
14:46.2. Mirroring federal law, Louisiana’s human 
traffi cking statute makes it a criminal offense to “recruit, 
harbor, transport, provide, solicit, obtain or maintain the 
use of another person through force, fraud, or coercion to 
provide services or labor.”16 Force, fraud and coercion are 
statutorily defi ned as any of the following: 

(a) Causing or threatening to cause serious bodily 
injury; 
(b) Physically restraining or threatening to 
physically restrain another person;
(c) Intentionally destroying, concealing, removing, 
confi scating, or possessing any actual or purported 
passport, other immigration document, or 
government identifi cation card of another person; 
or 
(d) Extortion as defi ned in La. R.S. 14:66.17 

Louisiana’s human traffi cking statute has been 
amended to make it unlawful for any person to knowingly 
benefi t from or to knowingly facilitate such prohibited 
activities.18 The penalties for commercial sex traffi cking or 
any criminal sexual conduct are a fi ne of up to $15,000 and 
up to 20 years of imprisonment at hard labor. If the victim 
is under 18, the fi ne can go up to $25,000, the mandatory 
minimum sentence is fi ve years, and imprisonment can be 
for up to 25 years at hard labor.19   

In 2009 the New Orleans’ District Attorney’s Offi ce 
convicted the fi rst individual charged with violating 
Louisiana’s human-traffi cking statute in State v. Womack.20  
Ricky Darnell Womack, a 41-year-old man, entered a 
guilty plea under Revised Statutes 14:46.2, admitting that 
he forced his 15-year-old female victim from Arkansas 
into sex traffi cking. Womack admitted that he had forced 
his victim to prostitute herself on Chef Menteur Highway 
in New Orleans. Evidence seized from the motel room 
included a handwritten note or contract that stated that 
Womack’s victim “did solemnly swear to give Ricky 
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Womack the next fi ve years of [her] life. [She] promised 
never to cheat, lie, or betray him.” Womack received an 
18-year sentence for his crime.21   

On the heels of Womack’s guilty plea in 2009, the 
Louisiana Legislature enacted its fi rst criminal statute 
specifi cally prohibiting the traffi cking of children for sexual 
purposes. Louisiana Revised Statutes 14:46.3(A) makes it 
“unlawful for any person to knowingly recruit, harbor, 
transport, provide, sell, purchase, obtain, or maintain the 
use of a person under the age of eighteen years for the 
purpose of engaging in a commercial sexual activity,” and 
to knowingly benefi t from, facilitate or advertise any of 
the activities prohibited under this Section. Unfortunately, 
it was also necessary to provide a special provision that 
prohibited parents, legal guardians or custodians from 
knowingly permitting or consenting to a minor in their 
care from being traffi cked for sexual purposes or engaging 
in any other practice per Revised Statutes 14:46.3.22 
Offenders convicted under Revised Statutes 14:46.3 face 
sentences of 15 to 50 years imprisonment and up to a 
$50,000 fi ne. However, if the traffi cking victim is under 
14 years of age, then the offender faces a sentence of 25 
to 50 years of imprisonment and a fi ne up to $75,000. 
The fi rst 25 years of the sentence must be served without 
parole, probation or a suspended sentence. A parent or 
guardian must serve fi ve years of his/her sentence without 

the benefi t of parole, probation or a suspended sentence. 
If the victim is under 14, time served without benefi ts of 
parole, probation or suspended sentence increases to 10 
years. 

The Legislature continues to strengthen our state’s 
human-traffi cking laws. During the 2012 Regular 
Louisiana Legislative Session, numerous changes that aid 
law enforcement in combatting human traffi cking while 
providing legal and service remedies for the minor victims 
of these crimes were made to commercial sex crimes.23 
For instance, under Louisiana Revised Statutes 15:1308, 
law enforcement may now move for a wiretap in cases 
where the interception may provide or has provided 
evidence of sex traffi cking of children (La. R.S. 14:46.3) 
or in prosecutions of persons who are traffi cking persons 
under 18 years of age (La. R.S. 14:46.2(B)(3)). Now a 
minor victim of sex traffi cking as defi ned under La. R.S. 
14:46.3 can assert an affi rmative defense to prosecution 
if charged with the commission of certain commercial sex 
offenses while being traffi cked. An affi rmative defense 
may be raised to charges of prostitution (La. R.S. 14:82); 
prostitution by massage (La. R.S. 14:83.3); sexual massage 
(La. R.S. 14:83.4); crime against nature (La. R.S. 14:89); 
and crime against nature by solicitation (La. R.S. 14:89.2). 
Cases involving human traffi cking and traffi cking of 
children for sexual purposes may now be prosecuted 30 
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years after the victim’s 18th birthday.24 In some instances, 
a victim of minor sex traffi cking may be able to have 
certain misdemeanor or felony offenses25 expunged from 
his or her record if the victim can show that during the 
time of commission of the offense he or she was a victim 
of child sex traffi cking. 

Changes to the Louisiana Children’s Code in 2012 
further exemplifi ed the Legislature’s intention of protecting 
our youth from traffi ckers. Louisiana Children’s Code 
article 606 now includes human traffi cking and traffi cking 
of children for sexual purposes within the defi nition of 
a “child in need of care.” Parents’ parental rights may 
also be terminated for traffi cking their children for sexual 
purposes.26 Under Children’s Code article 918, now an 
individual who can show that he or she was a victim of 
child sex traffi cking when charged and convicted of certain 
commercial sex crimes may petition the court to expunge 
his or her record.27   

This past legislative session our human traffi cking laws 
were further improved by strengthening the state’s human 
traffi cking sign-posting requirement in certain businesses 
and rest areas28 and adding human traffi cking to our state’s 
racketeering statute.29 Moreover, Act 429 increased the 
services available for human-traffi cking victims, including 
the requirement that anyone who is convicted, pleads 
guilty to, or pleads nolo contendere to human traffi cking 
of children, prostitution with persons under 17 years of 
age, or enticing persons into prostitution shall be required 
to pay a mandatory assessment to the exploited children’s 
special fund, and those convicted of human traffi cking 
or traffi cking of children for sexual purposes shall be 
required to pay mandatory restitution to the victim.30 
Act 429 also enacted Louisiana Revised Statutes 46:2161 
through 46:2163, which establish an intricate victims’ 
services plan for human-traffi cking victims and create a 
specifi c civil cause of action for human-traffi cking victims. 
Additionally, this act also created several new articles in 
the Children’s Code that address the need to treat sexually 
exploited children, which includes minors who are 
traffi cked for sex, as victims of crime and not as criminals. 
This Safe Harbor provision authorizes the Department 
of Children and Family Services to operate and contract 
with nongovernmental agencies to provide secure housing 
and specialized services for sexually exploited children. In 
effect, the Safe Harbor provision moves Louisiana into a 
positive direction by taking steps forward to ensure that 
these children receive the necessary victim-centered care 
and services they need in a safe environment without being 
treated as criminals.31   

A call to action:  Each one of us CAN do something about 
human traffi cking

Human traffi cking is here in Louisiana. However, 
through the dedicated assistance and efforts of members of 
local, state and federal law enforcement, state and federal 
prosecutors, and numerous volunteers with various NGOs, 

human-traffi cking victims are on the road to recovery 
and becoming empowered survivors.32 Louisiana’s strong 
laws in the area of domestic minor sex traffi cking further 
benefi t the victims of this horrendous crime and mandate 
harsh punishments for those who engage in human 
traffi cking on our turf. Armed with this information 
about human traffi cking, please take the time to share it 
with your friends, family and children. If you suspect that 
someone is in a human-traffi cking situation, be his or her 
voice by calling local law enforcement, especially in cases 
of emergencies, or the national human traffi cking hotline 
at 1-888-373-7888. Please note that the national hotline 
is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and you can 
remain anonymous. For local volunteer opportunities, 
please contact Traffi cking Hope (www.traffi ckinghope.
org) or Eden House (www.edenhousenola.org). 

1See, e.g., Jim Mustian, Two Accused of Sex Traffi cking Counts 
Involving Montana Teen, The Advocate (Baton Rouge, La.)(Aug. 14, 
2013) (http://theadvocate.com/news/6713344-123/story.html); see 
also, July 29, 2013, article from Child Sex Traffi cking Rescue: FBI 
Saves 105 Victims in Operation Cross Country, The Huffi ngton Post 
(July 29, 2013) (http://www.huffi ngtonpost.com/2013/07/29/child-
sex-traffi cking-rescue-fbi-announcement_n_3670749.html); Super 
Bowl Is Single Largest Human Traffi cking Incident in U.S.: Attorney 
General, The Huffi ngton Post (Feb. 3, 2013)(http://www.huffi ngtonpost.
com/2013/02/03/super-bowl-sex-traffi cking_n_2607871.html; Ramon 
Antonio Vargas, In New Orleans, at Least Two People Booked with 
Sex Traffi cking, Times Picayune (New Orleans) (Jan. 31, 2013)
(http://www.nola.com/crime/index.ssf/2013/01/in_new_orleans_at_
least_2_peop.html).
2Traffi cking in Persons Report, Department of State, 2012.
3www.dhs.state.il.us/page.aspx?item=31334.
4The TVPA of 2000 (P.L. 106-386) has been reauthorized four times: 
2003 (H.R. 2620), 2005 (H.R. 972), 2008 (H.R. 7311), and 2013 (P.L. 
113-4).
522 U.S. C § 2102(9)(B).
6United States v. Calimlim, 538 F.3d 706 (7 Cir. 2008). (Defendants, both 
doctors from the Philippines, were convicted of keeping a young Filipino 
woman in their home as a domestic servant for 19 years through various 
threats, forms of coercion and isolation. Their victim was 16 years old 
when she was “recruited” to work for them as a maid and nanny in the 
United States for $100. She did not speak English, and upon her arrival 
to the United States, the defendants took her passport and repeatedly 
told her she was here illegally and subject to arrest. She worked every 
day of the week from 6 a.m. until 10 p.m. cleaning the defendants’ home 
and investment properties. Defendants isolated their victim, prohibiting 
her from answering the phone or going to see doctors and dentists for 
medical needs. During the entire 19 years, defendants allowed the victim 
to speak with her family in the Philippines on only four occasions.).
7U.S. v. Lee, 159 F.Supp.2d 1241 (D. Haw. 2001) (Defendant received 
40 years for holding 200 to 300 Chinese and Vietnamese persons in 
involuntary servitude, forcing them to work in his garment factory and 
live in the fenced and walled in, heavily guarded compound, subject to 
beatings and inhumane conditions). 
8See CNN, Suspect in Slave Labor Case Turns Herself In (June 20, 2013)
(http://www.cnn.com/2013/06/19/justice/ohio-captive-woman) (mentally 
disabled women held along with her daughter to work as forced labor in 
Ohio); see also Andrew Welsh-Huggins, Daniel Brown to Plead Guilty 
in Ohio Slave Labor Case, Huffi ngton Post (July 17, 2013)(http://www.
huffi ngtonpost.com/2013/07/17/daniel-brown-plead-guilty-ohio-slave-
labor_n_3612959.html); Timothy Bolger, Feds: Smugglers, Restaurants 
Profi ted from Human Traffi cking, Long Island Press(Oct. 9, 2010)(http://
archive.longislandpress.com/2010/10/09/feds-smugglers-profi ted-from-
forced-restaurant-labor/)(Chinese human-traffi cking ring where the 
victims were forced to work in restaurants in New York).
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27“Records concerning conduct or conditions that resulted in a 
misdemeanor or felony adjudication for” prostitution (La. R.S. 14:82), 
prostitution by massage (La. R.S. 14:83.3), massage; sexual conduct 
prohibited (La. R.S. 14:83.4), crime against nature (La. R.S. 14:89), 
crime against nature by solicitation (La. R.S. 14:89.2) “may be expunged 
upon petition to the court and upon a showing that, during the time of 
the commission of the offense, the person seeking the expungement was 
a victim of traffi cking of children for sexual purposes pursuant to La. 
R.S. 14:46.3(E).” An individual is not eligible for expungement if he or 
she has an outstanding indictment or bill of information. 
28Act No. 430 amended La. R.S. 15:541.1 during the 2013 Regular 
Session to require the national human-traffi cking-hotline number to be 
posted at every fuel service facility adjacent to an interstate highway or 
highway rest stop. The posting is statutorily required to be no smaller 
than 8-½ inches by 11 inches with the following language in bold type 
not less than 14 point font:  “If you or someone you know is being forced 
to engage in any activity and cannot leave, whether it is commercial sex, 
housework, farm work, or any other activity, call the National Human 
Traffi cking Resource Center hotline at 1-888-373-7888 to access help 
and services.” The State’s Offi ce of Alcohol and Tobacco Control shall 
regulate the posting requirements. Failure to comply with the posting 
requirements will result in monetary fi nes ranging between $50.00 and 
$2500.00.
29Act No. 144 amended the defi nition of “racketeering activity” under 
La. R.S. 15:1352(A) to include both human traffi cking under La. R.S. 
14:46.2 and traffi cking of children for sexual purposes under La. R.S. 
14:46.3.
30Enacted La. R.S. 15:539.2, which creates the “Exploited Children’s 
Special Fund” and La. R.S. 15:539.3, which requires mandatory 
restitution, which shall include the costs of medical and psychological 
treatment, costs of necessary transportation and temporary housing, 
the greater of the value of the victim’s labor under minimum wage and 
overtime provisions of the Fair Labor Standards Act or the gross income 
or value to the defendant of the victim’s labor or services engaged in by 
the victim while in the human traffi cking situation, return of property (or 
costs of damage to property or full value of property if damaged beyond 
repair), and relocating expenses incurred by the victim or victim’s family 
members to move away from the defendant (requires verifi cation by law 
enforcement or mental health treatment provider).
31Consistent with the purpose of treating these victims as “victims,” the 
Safe Harbor provision also enacted Louisiana Children’s Code article 
923 which allows a motion to be fi led and served on the district attorney 
“at any time following an adjudication of delinquency and completion 
of the disposition relating thereto involving the offenses of prostitution 
pursuant to La. R.S. 14:82, prostitution by massage pursuant to La. 
R.S. 14:83.3 or 83.4, or crime against nature by solicitation pursuant to 
R.S. 14:89.2 when the child’s participation in the offense was a result of 
having been a victim of human traffi cking under R.S. 14:46.2 or a victim 
of a severe form of traffi cking under the federal Traffi cking Victims 
Protection Act (22 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.).”
32Locally, the Human Traffi cking Task Force for the Middle District of 
Louisiana is chaired by Assistant United States Attorney Fred Menner. 
If you are interested in contributing to the Task Force, please contact 
AUSA Menner at 225.336.8876.

922 U.S.C. § 7102(10). 
1018 U.S.C. § 1591(a).
118 U.S.C. § 1324.
12U.S. Dept. of State, Fact Sheet:  Distinctions Between Human Smuggling 
and Human Traffi cking, http://www.state.gov/m/ds/hstcenter/90434.
htm.
13Docket No. 11-241, Section I (E.D. La.).
14See, www.polarisproject.org/what-we-do/policy-advocacy/prosecuting-
traffi ckers/895-sex-traffi cking-of-minors; and http://www.polarisproject.
org/human-traffi cking/sex-traffi cking-in-the-us/street-prostitution.     
15Press Release, Benson December Coriolant Sentenced to 40 Years for 
Sex Traffi cking a Child into the New Orleans Area, February 7, 2013 
(http://www.justice.gov/usao/lae/news/2013/2013_02_07_benson_
december_coriolant_sent.html)
16La. R.S. 14:46.2(A)(1).
17La. R.S. 14:26.2(C).
18La. R.S. 14:26.2(A)(2) & (A)(3).
19Five years shall be served without the benefi t of probation, parole, or 
suspension of sentence.
20At the time of his conviction, La. R.S. 14:46.2 provided that “[i]t shall be 
unlawful for a person to intentionally recruit, harbor, transport, provide, 
solicit, or obtain another person through fraud, force, or coercion to 
provide services or labor.“(La. R.S. 14.46.2 (A)). The statutory language 
was changed in 2010 from “intentionally” to “knowingly.”
21 At the time of Womack’s sentencing, persons convicted of human 
traffi cking still qualifi ed for good time under state law. This has since 
been changed, and those convicted of human traffi cking are no longer 
eligible for such benefi ts.   
22See the case of parents, Kathy and Wayne Hart, who allegedly sold their 
two teenage daughters (then 13 and 14 years of age) for sex in exchange 
for money and goods in Wisconsin; Sarah Hogsed, Human Traffi cking 
Case Set for August 20 Trial, Richmond Register (May 10, 2012) (http://
richmondregister.com/localnews/x241728239/Human-traffi cking-case-
set-for-August-20-trial); Sarah Hogsed, Parents in Human Traffi cking 
Case Face Sex Crime Charges—Investigator Uncovers New Evidence 
in Case Involving Teenage Girls, Richmond Register (Dec. 13, 2012) 
(http://richmondregister.com/crime/x983027363/Parents-in-human-
traffi cking-case-face-sex-crime-charges).
23In addition to those legislative changes highlighted in the article, the 
following changes were also made: a defendant charged under La. R.S. 
14:46.2 or 14:46.3 may not raise a defense to prosecution that the person 
being recruited, harbored, etc. was really a law enforcement offi cer action 
within the offi cial scope of her duties; a defendant accused of La. R.S. 
14:81.1 (pornography involving juvenile), La. R.S. 14:81.3 (Computer 
aided solicitation of minor), La. R.S. 14:82.1 (Prostitution; Persons 
Under 18), and La. R.S. 14:89.2 (Crime against nature by solicitation) is 
expressly prohibited from raising the defense that the minor consented 
to the act. 
24La. C.C.P. art. 571.1.
25Applies to the crimes of prostitution, prostitution by massage, massage 
(sex conduct prohibited), crime against nature, and crime against nature 
by solicitation. This is applicable only if the victim has no outstanding 
indictments or bills of information.
26La. Ch. C. art. 1015.

Is Louisiana law based on the Napoleonic Code or based off the Napoleonic Code? While some might dispute how 

much of our law is still derived from the Napoleonic Code in 2013, the grammatically correct answer is “based on,” 

not “based off” or “based off of.” To remember the correct preposition, consider this. A base is a foundation upon 

which something is built. To build something, we put things on the base; we don’t take them off.
 

Send suggestions for future Gail’s Grammar columns to Gail Stephenson 
at GStephenson@sulc.edu, or call Gail at 225-771-4900 (ext. 216).

GAIL’S GRAMMAR
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When I was 13 years old, I began writing songs and learning to play the guitar. I 
remember one day when my dad, an attorney, took me with him to his offi ce at the State 
Capitol. We fi rst stopped by the old BeBop Music Shop on Government Street so I could 
buy some guitar picks and new strings. While my dad tended to legal matters in his offi ce, 
I sat in the reception area as I re-strung and tuned my guitar. I remember looking up and 
seeing a group of attorneys walking by, complete with suits and briefcases. As I strummed 
my six-string, I thought to myself, “That will never be me. I could never do something 
so boring. There is no way lawyers have any fun.” What I failed to realize was not only 
were some of those attorneys probably musicians on the side, but there exists a compelling 
nexus between law and music that is often overlooked and warrants examination.  

This quote is attributed to 
the Greek philosopher Plato: 
“Music is a moral law. It gives a 
soul to the universe, wings to the 
mind, fl ight to the imagination, 
a charm to sadness, and life to 
everything. It is the essence of 
order, and leads to all that is 
good, just and beautiful.”1   

Plato’s words take on true 
meaning when a lawyer is able 
to use musical skills in the course 
of litigation or as an escape 
from a notoriously stressful profession. Indeed, included 
within the membership of the Baton Rouge Bar are several 
drummers, guitarists, pianists, singers, songwriters and 
even theatrical performers whose stories demonstrate that 
the connection between law and music is far more than 
theoretical.  

Alan Berteau, a partner at Kean Miller, says that music 
gives him a “sense of wholeness and accomplishment.”  
He also says that while “law is a profession, challenging, 
exhausting, nerve-wracking, frustrating and sometimes 
rewarding, music is its own reward, and it always inspires 
me and resets my perspective and balance.” Regarding 
the relationship between law and music, “music, as 
a performance art, draws upon and nurtures some of 
the histrionic skills that a litigation practice requires – 
forcefulness, conviction, attention to detail, focus upon the 
listener, preparation, the importance of rest beforehand,” 
Alan says. He admits that it is diffi cult for him to imagine 
working as a lawyer without being able to look forward 
to his next gig.

Sonny Chastain, also a partner at Kean Miller, 
enjoys playing music with his band, the V-Tones, and 
participating in the St. Aloysius Church Chorale. “Music 
is a great creative outlet for me, and whether I am playing 
Broadway tunes on my piano, singing at choir practice 
or jamming with the V-Tones, I can let go of the stress 
of the day-to-day legal practice and sing at the top of my 

Bar chords: Musings of musical lawyers  BY GRANT J. GUILLOT

lungs in the music world,” he 
explains. “Performing music is 
an opportunity to be creative, 
have a powerful vocal and 
instrumental band, see folks 
smiling, singing dancing – 
all without worrying about 
having to notify a client or 
an insurance carrier, ‘Oops, I 
missed a note!’”  

As for the parallels 
between music and the practice 
of law, Sonny says, “Similar to 

breaking down a Supreme Court ruling, I enjoy analyzing 
the musical score, listening to other parts and executing 
the tenor lines with my choir buddies.”  

Like Sonny, attorney Jim Standley, who works at the 
Louisiana Attorney Disciplinary Board, says that music is 
a great outlet and “a great way to unwind after a stressful 
day.” Jim adds, “I’d say that conditioning your mind 
through the creative process of writing and performing 
music also helps when coming up with original ideas and 
strategies that we all use in our professional lives.  In short, 
the creativity you use in the practice strengthens that used 
in composing and performing music and vice-versa.”

According to Steve Judice, a partner at Keogh, Cox 
& Wilson, “Trial lawyers are natural-born performers.  
Playing my songs provides an outlet for the performance 
bug, but in a non-adversarial environment – usually.”  
Steve also states, “Songwriting allows me a creative outlet 
that is sometimes cathartic. My favorite form of stress 
relief is music. I can strum my guitar or sit at the piano for 
hours without ever once fretting – pun intended – about 
my day job.”

Attorney Jill Craft, an experienced vocalist and 
pianist who has performed everywhere from theater 
stages to coffee houses, notes, “The nerves, adrenalin and 
thrills associated with performance became addictive.”  
Jill carried that addiction with her into her legal career, 
explaining that her “musical and theatrical training were 
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invaluable” because, to 
her, “each trial is exactly 
like staging a theatrical 
production, complete with 
props (exhibits), wardrobe 
and makeup, production 
managers, villains, heroes, 
cameo appearances, comic 
relief, high drama, and all 
of the nerves, adrenaline 
and thrills.” When she has 
trouble sleeping the night 
before a trial, Jill plays 
her piano – “sometimes 
until the wee hours of 
the morning” – because 
“the infusion of music releases the stress of litigation 
and affords you the opportunity to simply let your mind 
wander.” She concludes, “My musical skills have served 
to hone my craft as a litigator in ways which continue to 
unfold,” and, like her musical talents, her litigation skills 
are “much like an unfi nished symphony.”

L.J. Hymel, a founding partner of Hymel, Davis & 
Petersen, almost abandoned his musical pastime in high 
school when he came in second place in the Baton Rouge 
High School Talent Show. However, he reveals, “I was 
back in the game when I saw a classmate 
of mine – Johnny Ramastella – perform at 
the talent show at the downtown Paramont 
Theater.” Johnny Ramastella would go on 
to become rock star Johnny Rivers. As for 
L.J., he played in rock ‘n’ roll bands all 
through high school and college, but retired 
his guitar after he attended law school.  
He explains, “My guitar was put away to 
gather dust for about 20 years until a bunch 
of like-minded lawyers decided to play one 
gig for the Bench-Bar Conference in 1990 
or 1991.” Thus were the beginnings of 
the Bench Bar Boogie Band, in which L.J. 
continued to play bass guitar during his 
tenure as a 19th Judicial District Court 
judge and his years as a U.S. Attorney. L.J. 
says, “Playing in that band was my mental 
therapy that allowed me to totally forget 
about the stress of the positions I held. 
Truly, it was only during those gigs that 
my mind was free of the legal profession 
and the responsibilities that go with it.” 
Although his guitar is currently gathering 
dust, “it is in my closet if I need it to clear 
my mind, and I do on an as-needed basis,” 
L.J. concludes.

Steve Levine, a partner at Phelps 
Dunbar, had an experience somewhat 
similar to L.J.’s story. Steve attended college 

in the Washington, 
D.C., area and 
began writing music 
and playing in an 
acoustic duo before 
relocating to Baton 
Rouge. Steve played 
several gigs in Baton 
Rouge, but with his 

attending graduate and 
law school, beginning his legal career, and 
raising a family, “playing music, and for 
sure writing it, faded away for, literally, 
decades.” However, upon returning home 
from a 2004 family vacation to Asheville, 
N.C., he was bitten by the music bug once 

again. Steve says, “There’s no explaining it, but I ran 
with it and have been lucky enough to run into talented 
musicians, such as Doc Hearl and Annelies Martinez, 
who have shared my vision for the material, and to have 
successfully nagged some good old friends, such as Ben 
Williams and Jim Odom, to get me pointed in several 
right directions.” Regarding the relationship between the 
practice of law and music, Steve comments, “My honest 
view on that, to me at least, they are entirely separate, 
apart from occasional (and nicely tolerated) interface with 

Jim Standley

Sonny Chastain
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my offi ce.” He concludes, “I guess it’s fair to 
say that the distinction and the resulting spread 
it creates in one’s life is a healthy, broadening 
thing.”

Glen Petersen, a founding partner of Hymel, 
Davis & Petersen, was given something even 
better than a backstage pass when he attended a 
Chicago concert last summer. Although he was 
not able to play his saxophone, he was given the 
opportunity to sing on stage with his favorite 
band at the concert, the proceeds of which were 
dedicated to the American Cancer Society’s 
fi ght against breast cancer. “The opportunity 
to sing and also contribute to a breast cancer 
campaign was hard to pass up,” Glen says, 
noting that his bandmates from the Bench Bar 
Boogie Band were “understandably jealous.” 
In conclusion, Glen states, “I still play occasionally with 
Harmon Drew’s Super Group from up in north Louisiana, 
but we’re about to get the band back together again here 
in Baton Rouge – at least I’m pushing!”

Max Kees, an attorney at Kean Miller, says, “As a 
practicing attorney, I have enjoyed music as a great 
way to completely get away from the pressures of the 
practice and a great way for me to see and meet a lot 
of people.” In fact, Max notes that on several occasions, 

judges have made comments to him from the 
bench along the lines of, “Mr. Kees, I’m sorry 
I didn’t recognize you not being behind a set 
of drums.” Moreover, Judge Frank Foil has for 
years greeted him and introduced him as, “Max 
Kees, part-time lawyer, full-time drummer.”

Jeff Koonce, a partner at Phelps Dunbar, 
remembers, “The fi rst time a client saw me 
playing a gig, I really was not sure how they 
would react to seeing their lawyer on stage 
playing rock and roll, but interestingly, they 
seem to love seeing me as a real person having 
good, clean fun.” Regarding the relationship 
between law and music, Jeff explains, “In law, 
we deal with issues that affect the livelihood 
of our clients. In music, it’s all about fun.” He 
adds, “At the end of a long and busy week, there 

is nothing like picking up a guitar, cranking up the amp 
and letting loose! And it really gets fun when the group 
you are with sings and dances right along with you.”

Attorney Wendell Woods explains that, although he 
loves the practice of law, “it is at times a tedious exercise 
that is not appreciated for the effort one must put forth.”  
He notes, “Every once in a while you get to escape the 
practice, go onto stage, and get treated like a rock star. 
When you are able to see people smiling, having fun 

Attorney General 
Buddy Caldwell
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and actually glad to see you, 
there is no comparison to the 
feeling of being appreciated.” 
Moreover, Wendell fi nds 
that while the practice of 
law provides “a tremendous 
opportunity to do good and 
right wrongs in the lives of 
people, the joy of performing 
music is so spiritual that 
it eases and calms the soul 
while strengthening the 
singer/performer and listener to go forth and face life’s 
challenges.”

Attorney General Buddy Caldwell, a lifelong musician 
and the son of an accomplished opera singer, would agree 
with Wendell, noting, “Music being the universal language, 
it helps me connect with people no matter what situation 
I’m in.” The Attorney General explains, “Sometimes just 
steering a conversation toward music can ease tension or 
create a connection with someone.” He also adds that 
music affords him the chance to serve the public in a 
different kind of way, stating, “When an opportunity to 
perform helps others feel better, at charity or other public 
service events, it allows me to give back in ways other than 
in the fulfi llment of my Attorney General duties.”

Finally, Mike Palmintier, 
a partner at deGravelles, 
Palmintier, Holthaus and 
Frugé, who doubles as the lead 
singer of the Bench Bar Boogie 
Band, vividly depicts a typical 
performance with his band as 
follows:

It’s a dusty afternoon on Friday in Baton Rouge 
and the downtown is fi nally cooling off after a hot day 
in early autumn. The parking lot across from Richoux’s 
on Florida is fi lling up because it’s almost fi ve o’clock. 
Soon, this old dance hall will fi ll to the door jambs with 
folks in starched shirts and power ties, designer two-
pieces and cool pumps or casual Friday jeans and gaudy 
T-shirts – the uniforms of the day.  

One and all they’ll leave the bustle of a hard week’s 
work at the door to enter the cool, dark honkey-tonk 
atmosphere where the beer-and-bourbon-polished 
dancefl oor shines in the footlights – waiting. On the 
old presidium sound-stage, the band is setting up, the 
instruments and mike stands sparkling in the otherwise 
dark coolness of the bandstand.  

As the place fi lls, I watch from my vantage point 
behind the microphones, where I am busy helping 
set up for the gig. Out on the fl oor I see judges, law 
professors, prosecutors, defense and plaintiff lawyers 

Alan Berteau

Jill Craft
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1 Wordsworth Dictionary of Musical Quotations, 1991, page 45, 
attributed to Plato (428-348 BCE).

– a remarkably diverse group, all coming together for 
one thing. Soon the sounds of classic rock ‘n’ roll will 
penetrate through the cares and worries of another work 
week gone by. They will 
dance and they will share 
good company and for a 
few hours they will step 
outside of the rigors of their 
very challenging careers.  

This is what music 
and the law is to me. The 
fellowship of a Friday 
night.

In conclusion, our bar 
membership includes several 
talented musicians who use 
the same analytical and creativity skills both to practice 
law and play music. Most, if not all, of these attorneys 
also play music to provide a healthy means of escape for 
the stresses they encounter in their careers. As for that 
13-year-old kid who swore to never become a lawyer, 
he is now a 30-year-old attorney who enjoys turning out 
Supreme Court briefs as much as he loves turning up the 
dial on his amp and rocking out on his electric guitar. Just 
because I may lose myself in my music and momentarily 
forget about briefi ng deadlines and the Code of Civil 
Procedure, I am not any less of a lawyer because I am also 

a musician. In fact, I would argue quite the opposite. My 
sentiments echo the words of Wendell Woods, who says, 
“What better two things could one do than to practice 
law and perform music! I’m the luckiest man alive.” 

Jeff  Koonce (third from left)

Wendell Woods
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foundation footnotes
PRO BONO & TEEN COURT REPORTS — OCTOBER 2013

The Pro Bono Project is fi nancially assisted by the 
Interest on Lawyers’ Trust Accounts (IOLTA) Program 
of the Louisiana Bar Foundation; Southeast Louisiana 
Legal Services; Family, District and City Court Filing 
Fees and the Baton Rouge Bar Foundation. The Financial 
Literacy seminars are fi nancially assisted by funding from 
BankcorpSouth Bank.

PRO BONO PROJECT REPORT

Thanks to all Pro Bono Project volunteers for their 
contributions in October as we celebrated Pro Bono.

The Thirst for Justice solo practitioner volunteers 
during October were Scott Gaspard and Jimmy Zito. 
Thirst for Justice volunteers practicing with a fi rm were 
Katie Belanger, Ashley Bynum, Zelma Frederick, Jon 
Ann Giblin,  Christine Lipsey, Stewart Spielman, Amanda 
Stout, Steve Strohschein, McGlinchey Stafford; Mary Ann 
White, Shows, Cali & Walsh; and Robert Wooley, Adams 
and Reese.

The Ask-A-Lawyer volunteers were Jim Austin, 
Adams and Reese; Barbara Baier; Glenn Marcel; and 
Emily Ziober. 

The Self Help Resource Center attorney volunteers 
were Steve Adams; Roy Bergeron, Phelps Dunbar; Ryan 
Brown, Roedel, Parsons; Nicolette Colly, La. Dept. of 
Justice; Brandon Hudson, Hanna Thomas, Southeast 
Louisiana Legal Services; Carrie Jones, Shows, Cali & 
Walsh; Denise Lee; Siobhan Leger, Legacy Center of 
Louisiana, LLC;  Alexis Luker; Todd Manuel, Entergy 
Services Inc.; and Jennifer Gauthreaux 
Prescott, deGravelles, Palmintier, Holthaus 
& Fruge. 

Volunteers for our fi nancial literacy 
seminars were Steven Reed, Southeast 
Louisiana Legal Services; Gary McKenzie, 
Steffes, Vingiello & McKenzie; and Dwayne 
Murray, Murray & Murray.

The following volunteers accepted pro 
bono cases: J. David Andress, Andress Law 
Firm; Gregory Aycock, Berine, Maynard 
& Parsons; Mari T. Bartholomoew; Brent 
Boxill; Marcia Burden, Southern University 
Law Center; Ben Council, Council Law Firm; 
Catherine Cocchiara, Nancy Sue Gregorie, 
APLC; Teresa Hatfi eld, The Hatfi eld Law 
Offi ce, LLC; Lekiesha McKarry; La’Gretta 
Lazard; J. Ashley Mitchell, Louisiana State 
Senate; Jennifer Moisant, Mahasseh, Gill, 
Knipe & Belanger, PLC; Mardrah Starks-
Robinson, Law Offi ce of Mardrah Starks-
Robinson, LLC; and Sarah Thigpen, 
LeClere Law Firm. 

Matthew Belser, Raveen Hills, Matthew Nowlin, 
Professor Paul Guidry, ReAzalia Allen and Diangleo 
Frazer served as judges and jury monitors for the October 
Teen Court hearing. 

JUNIOR PARTNERS ACADEMY 

The Junior Partners Academy kicked off the school 
year at Southern University Lab School Sept. 17, 2013. 
Wendy Shea and Weldon Hill II gave Constitution Day 
presentations to the second- and third-grade classes.  
On Oct. 14, 2013, Wendy Shea, along with Southern 
University Law Center volunteers Tyquencia Vessell, David 
Saterfi eld and Taryn Branson conducted mini-trials with 
the second- and third-grade classes. On Oct. 25, 2013, 
Wendy Shea coordinated a mock trial in the courtroom 
mini-lab during the Southern University Mini-Lab open 
house. Second- and third-graders, along with a handful 
of high school students acted as bailiffs, witnesses, judge, 
jury, prosecution and defense.  

TEEN COURT REPORT

Teen Court of Greater Baton Rouge is funded by funding from the Louisiana 
Offi ce of Juvenile Justice, the South Burbank Crime Prevention District and 
the Baton Rouge Bar Foundation. The Youth Education Program is fi nancially 
assisted by the Interest on Lawyers Trust Account (IOLTA) of the Louisiana 
Bar Foundation.
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Duty Court 
Schedule Calendar of Events

*Unless otherwise noted, all meetings will 
be held at the Baton Rouge Bar offi ce.

For classifi ed or display ad rates, 
contact Pamela at (225) 214-5560 

or email: pamela@BRBA.org

Classifi eds

December 2013

LAW OFFICE SHERWOOD FOREST AREA., 
ideal for solo practitioner up to three offi ces with 
room for secretary. Common offi ce building 
with three attorneys. Ample parking. High 
ceilings. Includes water, lawn, and electricity. 
Phone system in place and included. Copier/
Fax/Internet included. Pricing from $550. Call 
Greg at 225-266-4130 to see.

O F F I C E  S P A C E  A V A I L A B L E
for rent in downtown Baton Rouge law offi ce.  
Amenities include telephone system; security 
system; access to reception area, conference 
room, kitchen and parking. Utilities included. 
Call (225) 346-8777.

B ATO N  R O U G E  O F F I C E  S PA C E :
Established fi rm; 201 Napoleon St., Downtown 
near 19th JDC and Federal courthouses, 
area for support staff, off-street parking, 
conference room, copier, phone, fax, internet, 
etc. Some over-fl ow work available. Call Scott 
Gegenheimer: 225-346-8722.

I M P U L S E  F I S H I N G  C H A R T E R S
Inshore and Offshore Fishing Charters

Cocodrie and Bayou Dularge
Capt. Rob Dupont

225.776.9820

SOUTHEAST LOUISIANA LEGAL SERVICES 
(SLLS) seeks an Executive Director to lead this 
nationally recognized nonprofi t organization 
dedicated to providing free legal aid on civil 
issues to low income households. SLLS 
has a staff of 90, including 50 lawyers, with 
offi ces in Hammond, New Orleans, Covington, 
Marrero, Baton Rouge and Houma. For more 
information about SLLS and how to apply visit 
www.slls.org.

LEGAL ADVERTISING ACCEPTED:
Around the Bar accepts legal advertising and 
other forms of advertising, including display 
and classified ads. For more information, 
contact Pamela Labbe at pamela@brba.org 
or 225-214-5560.

19THJDC CIVIL COURT

Dec. 2-Dec. 13 Judge Bates
Dec. 16-Dec. 27 HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

19TH JDC CRIMINAL COURT***

Nov. 29-Dec. 6 Judge Anderson
Dec. 6-Dec. 13 Judge Erwin
Dec. 13-Dec. 27 HOLIDAY SCHEDULE

BATON ROUGE CITY COURT*

Nov. 25-Dec. 1 Judge Ponder
Dec. 2-Dec. 8 Judge Davis
Dec. 9-Dec. 15 Judge Temple
Dec. 16-Dec. 22 Judge Wall
Dec. 23-Dec. 29 Judge Alexander

FAMILY COURT**

Dec. 2-Dec. 6 Judge Lassalle
Dec. 9-Dec. 13 Judge Baker
Dec. 16-Dec. 20 Judge Woodruff-White
Dec. 23-Dec. 27 Judge Day
Dec. 30-Jan. 3, 2014 Judge Lassalle

JUVENILE COURT

Dec. 1-Dec. 31  Judge Richey 

NOTE:  Duty Court changes at 5 p.m. each Friday unless 
otherwise specifi ed. *City Court’s Duty Court schedule 
changes each Monday at 8 a.m. **Family Court’s Duty Court 
schedule changes at 4 p.m. each Friday ***19th JDC Criminal 
Court changes each Friday at noon

COURT HOLIDAY

Tuesday, Dec. 24 Christmas Eve
Wednesday, Dec. 25 Christmas Day
Tuesday, Dec. 31 New Year’s Eve

Ongoing: Every Wednesday & Thursday, 3-5 p.m., 
Thirst for Justice takes place at St. Vincent de Paul.

Ongoing: Every Tuesday & Thursday, 
10 a.m.-2 p.m., Self Help Resource Center,19th JDC

2  2  Teen Court hearing, EBR Parish 
 Juvenile Courthouse, 6-8 p.m.
3  3  Finance Committee, 7:30-8 a.m.;
 Executive Committee, 8-9 a.m.;
 JDI, 8:30-9:30 a.m.
5  5  CLE by the Hour, 8 a.m. - 7:10 p.m.,
 Renaissance Hotel Baton Rouge;
 Ask-A-Lawyer legal clinic, Delmont  
 Service Center, 9-11:30 a.m.;
 Financial Literacy Seminar, 
 10-11:30 a.m., Wonderland Head Start;
 Family Law Section Christmas Party,
 6 - 8 p.m.;
 Self Help Resource Center: CLOSED
6  6  CLE by the Hour, 8 a.m. - 4:50 p.m.
10  10  Holiday Star Gift Delivery, 
11  11  Pro Bono meeting, 12-1 p.m.;
 Board of Directors meeting, 
 5:45 p.m., Juban’s
12  12  CLE by the Hour, 8 a.m. - 7:10 p.m.;
 Volunteer Committee Appreciation  
 Lunch, 12-1 p.m., Pastime Restaurant
13  13  CLE by the Hour, 8 a.m. - 4:50 p.m.
16  16  Practicing Law in Baton Rouge,  
 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m., U.S. District Court
  for the Middle District of Louisiana;
 Admission to the Courts Ceremony,  
 U.S. District Court for the Middle 
 District of Louisiana, 4 p.m.
18  18  Publications Committee / Breakfast  
 meeting, 12345 Perkins, 8:30 a.m.;
 Thirst for Justice: CLOSED
19  19  CLE by the Hour, 8 a.m. - 7:10 p.m.;
 YLS Council meeting, 12-1 p.m.;
 Thirst for Justice: CLOSED
20  20  CLE by the Hour, 8 a.m. - 4:50 p.m.
24  24  BRBA Offi ce Closed – Holiday
25  25  BRBA Offi ce Closed – Holiday
27  27  CLE by the Hour, 8 a.m. - 4:50 p.m.
28  28  CLE by the Hour, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

31  31  BRBA Offi ce Closed – Holiday
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